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Editorial 


Falcon boys spend two-thirds of each year for six years of their lives at a boarding school 
situated 52 km from the nearest major centre: they eat, sleep, work, play,dream, worry, LIVE 
here. It is no surprise therefore, that they form such strong bonds with each other, especially 
their dorm-mates, creating friendships with other boys which last throughout their lives. 


It is important then, that a school like Falcon teach or rather educate its students in far more 
than facts and theories; they need to learn to live together in a society, they need to learn to 
give and take and to serve. There are various ways in which this is accomplished: firstly for 
the Form Is there is the apparently harsh system of working in the houses - cleaning, making 
beds, gardening, polishing, to achieve a pride in what is their own and their own surround- 
ings and then there is the tradition of fetching and carrying and helping those older than 
themselves, which, unless it is abused, is not a bad thing. The school helps various charities 
as well and one of the most popular clubs in the school is Interact which focuses on serving 
others as do those Lower 6 boys who take time to teach at Night School. 


Any discerning reader of the reports in this magazine will note many other forms of service 
from helping to coach sports to helping the san sisters with first aid and helping to save lives. 
The Falcon boys when they leave should be ready to serve in a wider society. 


You will have noticed that the Falcon magazine has changed its format. I have stated in an 
earlier editorial that change for change’s sake is not a good thing but when it became appar- 
ent that the trend is towards more photographs, artwork and more exciting outlay; easier to 
read and assimilate, it was decided by the editorial committee that the size of the magazine 
needed to be changed. This does not mean changing everything - the cover and style and 
content remain largely the same. However, as Falcon College has had to change certain 
policies to adapt to changes in society so has the magazine to take us forward and to show we 
are alive and progressive. 


Clifford Fourie has been by far the most prolific of schoolboy photographers and the editor 
thanks him most sincerely for his contributions over the years, which have greatly enhanced 
the appearance of this magazine. On the opposite page we include a collage of his work. 
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College Notes 


1997 opened for the College on the 8th 
January, when the new Prefects 
returned for a short leadership course 
before the start of the year. 


Five new members of staff joined the 
College at the beginning of the year. 
They were Stewart Coulson, a Falcon 
Old Boy and husband of our Art 
teacher, Sue. He teaches Mathematics 
and Agriculture. 


The English Department welcomed 
another Old Boy, Paul Milligan, to its 
ranks and Obert Munodawafa joined 
the Geography Department. 


Claire Robinson who has taught Maths 
here for many years on a part time basis 
has joined the permanent staff. 


From Yorkshire came Richard Newton 
to do his gap year with us until Septem- 
ber. He was a great help in many ways 
not least on the sportsfield. 


Colin Martin joined the staff in the third 
term and will stay until September 
1998. He is an Economics graduate 
from Ireland, and is doing a gap year 
here. 


To add to the growing band of staff 
children, Lucy Eleanor Randle arrived on 
22 February 1997. Our congratulations 
go to her parents Brigitte and Will Randle. 


The fifth Cultural Week-end took place 
in early February and, like all the others 
was aresounding success. Six students 
from fourteen schools were present and 
had access to six workshops -art, 
drama, music, mime, public speaking 
and creative writing. Moves are afoot to 
include debating as an additional 
workshop next year. 


The Concert held at the end of the 
weekend was the highlight from the 
public's point of view because they got 
a chance to see the students in action. 
It was amazing that such a diverse 
group, most of whom had never met 
one another before, got together and 
produced an enormously entertaining 
morning after the minimum of re- 
hearsal time. Congratulations must go 
to students and staff alike. 


The Headmaster and his wife Sue, left 
for South Africa at the beginning of 
March where they had several meetings 
with parents. prospective parents. Old 
Boys and former staff. They then spent 
some time with their family before 
returning to Falcon in time for the start 
of the second term. 


The original Founders’ Sports Day on 
the 5th April 1997 was rained out and 
had to be postponed until the following 
Tuesday. Despite this set back, thirteen 
records were broken on the day. The 
winner at the end of the contest was 
Hervey House. 


Old Boys’ week-end fell on the week- 
end of the 27/28th June 1997. It started 
with a grand dinner at the Ascot 
Racecourse restaurant on the Friday 
night followed by a sporting Saturday 
filled with hockey and rugby matches. 
All heaved a sigh of relief when the 1st 
XV beat Plumtree in the final match of 
the day. During the morning a success- 
ful Craft Fair was held in and outside 
the Turner Hall. On the Sunday there 
was a well fought hockey match 
between the Old Boys’ XI and the 
Falcon “Stayers”’, followed by a cross- 
country run. The morning was finished 
off by a great Champagne Brunch in 
the Old Boys Study Centre in Quiet 
Waters, with everyone enjoying the 
view as well. 


For a second year in succession, a party 
of interested Lower VI boys travelled 
down to the Grahamstown Festival. 
Mrs Macdonald was in charge of the 
group and from all accounts they had a 
good time and a worthwhile exposure 
to many cultural activities. A similar 
excursion is planned for 1998. 


The musical “Rumplestiltskin Racket” 
which took place in July was a great 
success and sported some fantastic 
stage effects. It was produced by Sue 
Wigham. Sue Todd and Phyllis 
Watson designed and made the cos- 
tumes. 

College Quiz teams met with varying 
degrees of success. The Wildlife Quiz 
team won the Wildlife Society Quiz 
held in Bulawayo, but a College Team 
was eliminated in the first round of the 
Lions Inter-School Quiz. 


This year the Interhouse Singing and 
Play competitions went off very well. 
Tredgold won the Singing competition 
whilst Founders carried of the Play cup. 


Speech Day and Prize-giving were held 
on Thursday 16th October 1997. The 
Guest Speaker was Mr D A Baxter. 
principal of the Blackfordby Agricul- 
tural Institute. Many of our boys have 
attended the Institute and at their 
Graduation ceremony this year the best 
all round student and runner-up. were 
both Falcon Old Boys. Mrs C E Baxter 
kindly presented the prizes. 


Major developments in the school have 
already started. The Technical Centre’s 
foundations have been dug and the 
floors cast. The building stands be- 
tween the Chapel and the Science 
Laboratories. A huge hole marks the 
spot where the new swimming pool is 
to be made, close to the existing 
swimming pool gate. A most successful 
Fun Run day was organised to help 
with the funding of the project. 


Quiet Waters goes from strength to 
strength and the campsite grows in 
popularity. The three chalets are 
booked most week-ends by boys, their 
parents and friends, visiting schools 
that use the area for Ecology courses 
and various Wildlife enthusiasts. A 
solar panel provides lighting to all the 
chalets. Eland and more giraffe and 
more zebra are already in the park as a 
result of the generosity of parents. 


As is usual at the end of the year some of 
our members of staff left the College. 
Obert Munodawafa returned to 
Bulawayo, Dr Peter Cunningham moved 
to the University of Namibia in 
Windhoek, where he has been appointed 
Associate Professor of Physics. Ted and 
Marilyn Marais have retired. They have 
not however moved very far away, just up 
the road to one of the retirement cottages 
from where they hope to be able to help 
with various activities in the College from 
time to time. 


Patrick Aust has also left us to complete 
his degree. 


To all of the above we wish good luck 
in their new ventures and thank them 
for their efforts on the College’s behalf. 


MM 


Ted and Marilyn Marais 


Known to earlier generations of 
schoolboys as Sarie and Ma Sarie, Ted 
and Marilyn have for thirty - four years 
been an institution at Falcon : Ted for 
his teaching prowess and eccentricities, 
and Marilyn for her deprecating sense 
of humour and charm. 


Ted didn’t always relish the caricatures 
of him at the annual variety concerts, 
where some schoolboy always marched 
around the stage taking vast quantities 
of snuff, sneezing copiously. On other 
occasions, a tweed or check jacket was 
donned and together with the tweed hat 
there was Ted suitably attired for 
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watching rugby, or even cricket. Stories 
abound of Ted’s, sometimes obscure 
sense of hamour. One poor first year 
George Grey boy was invited to share a 
large plate of steak tartare with Ted - he 
fled in horror, Another boy whose 
name was similar to a dwarf from a 
famous opera, was catered for by 

having his notes/books delivered to him 
at knee-height. Yet another, of the 
Indian race, was informed that his 
moccasins were ready for collection at 
McCullagh and Bothwell. Albert, one 
of the College gardeners, was regularly 
asked about Victoria’s health. Mysti- 
fied schoolboys inquiring why Ted 
always peered at the passing tractor 
through cupped fingers, were told ‘Ze 
Panzers are coming!’ And only Ted 
had a car, which did press-ups! Stories 
of the cadet years are legion and they 
were not always as respectful as they 
ought to have been. The sight of the 
cadet corps lining up for inspection on 
a Friday afternoon, followed by a spell 
of ‘square-bashing’ was always the cue 
for ribald and insensitive schoolboy 
humour. Yet those times in the cadet 
corps stood many a FOB in good stead 
when he was called up for national 
service. 


Next to Ted has stood Marilyn, unfail- 
ingly the same. Charming always, with 
a sense of humour equal to Ted’s, but 
understood by all! She too has success- 
fully taught generations of schoolboys, 
and combined her teaching with rearing 
the three Marais children - John, and 
the twins Gilly and Jenny. A formida- 
ble tennis and bridge player, she is a 
maker of incomparable eclairs and is 
famous on the staff for saying outra- 
geous things at the most unexpected 
moments. 


AN 


E.J. Marais. Guest Speaker at 
Leavers' Dinner 


In the staff room, and in the classroom, 
they will both be missed but we are 
very lucky that they are not going far so 
that we will see them regularly, and 
will be able still to enjoy those ‘Private 
Eye’ jokes and the witty comments. 


A happy retirement to them both. 
HAM 


Obituaries 


Collins Mufudzi Tigere died on the 
Sth of March 1997 after an irrevers- 
ible brain disorder. 


Collins was aged 15, and a prominent 
member of 4A2 at the time of his 
death. 


Collins was not only a colleague, 
team mate, a member of the narcissis- 
tic Founders Form Four dorm, but 
most importantly he was a close and 
truly unforgettable friend. 


There is a great saying which has had 
a great impact on us all “Absence 
makes the heart grow fonder’, and in 
Collins's case this is absolutely true. 
He left us numerous memories both 
good and bad. 


Collins was a very competitive 
sportsman, who contributed to the 
College in many aspects. He espe- 
cially loved rugby and in Form 3 he 
excelled as the captain of the invinci- 
ble U16B rugby team. He played with 
great determination and aggression 
and was recognised for his foul play 
especially his blistering headbuts and 
crunching tackles. 


We at the College were very lucky 
and grateful for Collins’s short life. 
We offer our deepest sympathy to the 
Tigere family, who gave us their 
wonderful son to share our lives with. 
We only hope that now we can fulfil 
his dreams and enjoy the pleasure of 
recalling the memories. Tigs, we 
miss you bud. 


Love T.B. Madondo on behalf of the 
whole dorm. 


Geoff White 


Geoff joined the Falcon College staff 
in the third term of 1992 as Account- 
ant and Secretary to the Board of 
Governors. His professional skills and 
wise counsel were immediately felt 
and our financial affairs were soon put 
in order. He was able to organise our 
finances so that they were shrewdly 
utilised and maximum benefit taken 
of advantageous schemes on the 
money market. 


Because he was so experienced he 
was an excellent consultant for the 
staff and he gave advice and assist- 
ance to anyone who approached him. 


Geoff was also a family man - fiercely 
proud of his children and their 
achievements. 


We were aware for some time that 
Geoff was ill and admired his great 
courage and continued un-complain- 
ing involvement in College affairs. 
Although we had been prepared for 
his probable retirement, we were 
shocked by his death. He will be 
remembered with gratitude for the 
outstanding role he played in the 
College development over a difficult 
financial period and we grieve for his 
wife Jessie and the family. 
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The whole Falcon community was 
saddened to hear that Mac Mpofu had 
died after a long illness at his broth- 
er’s village in the Nkayi district on 
4th October 1997. He was buried on 
Saturday 18th October at his home in 
Chief Sigola’s area 


As the Headmaster said in his eulogy 
at a memorial service held in the 
chapel during the following week 
“Mac was a truly local man.” He was 
born on a nearby farm, Bushy Park, 
on 14th January 1938. He started his 
education at Ntabanende school on 
Mr Douglas Robinson’s farm and 
completed it in Grade 7 at Carlisle 
School, the small primary school 
attached to Falcon College. 


Mac started work as a messenger at 
Falcon as a young teenager in October 
1958 four years after the school was 
opened. He operated then from a 
small tin shed situated at the back of 
the present classrooms. He remained 
the school messenger until his early 
retirement because of ill health in July 
1997. However, he was messenger 
only in name, because he carried out a 
hundred and one essential tasks 
almost on a daily basis. In fact, Mr 
Dougal Turner, the Headmaster 
before Mr Todd, was once heard to 
say that he thought the school might 
collapse if the “ubiquitous Mac” left. 


He was never a time watcher. He 
used to arrive at the school offices 


every morning before 5 o'clock even 
during the dark and cold winter 
mornings, so that when the academic 
staff arrived at 7 o’clock the staff 
room and offices had been opened 
and cleaned. During the winters staff 
would walk into a staff room warmed 
by a fire. At the end of the day he 
would lock up normally well after five 
when all others had gone home. 


To many generations of Falcon 
schoolboys he will be remembered for 
sorting and handing out the post and 
newspapers to each house on a daily 
basis. His familiar figure in khaki 
uniform with a red fez perched on his 
head will also be remembered as he 
rode around the School on his faithful 
bicycle delivering messages. 


It has been said, and there is no reason 
to doubt it, that Mac knew every new 
boy by name within two weeks of 
arrival at the school. He also had the 
uncanny ability of knowing exactly 
where staff could be found at any time 
of the day and what they were doing. 


He is remembered by almost every 
Old Boy with affection and, more 
important, he remembered every Old 
Boy not only by name, but by his 
laundry number. Whenever, an Old 
Boy returned to the school for a visit 
one of his first questions would be “Is 
Mac still here?” David Hunt, a 
former member of staff remembered 
him with such affection that he sent 
Mac a smart new red fez . 


In his brief moments of relaxation his 
favourite pastime was soccer. He 
played in the Bushtick XI for many 
years and later captained the side. 
After his playing days were over he 
involved himself in the administration 
of the Esigodini league. 


In 1994, the year of the 40th Anniver- 
sary, Mac was one of sixteen em- 
ployed by the College who was given 
a well deserved long service award. 
The Headmaster ended his eulogy 
saying : “For 39 years Mac was 
always cheerful, enthusiastic, inter- 
ested, committed and fiercely loyal to 
the College. He set a wonderful 
example of selfless service to us all.” 


Mac left a wife, eight sons and a 
daughter. Four of the sons are 
presently working at the College. The 
staff, pupils and Old Boys of Falcon 


College extend their deepest sympa- 
thies to them all. 


Hamba kuhle, Mac! 
GAM 


On 4 May 1997 Falcon lost a good 
friend and long-time ‘family’ member 
when Jean van Wyk died. Apart from 
the fact that she herself spent almost 
thirty years at the College as wife of 
the legendary “Twik’, her claim to be 
a member of the Falcon family 
extended to having her three sons 
educated at Falcon; having three of 
her children teach at the College at 
various times (Thelma was at one 
time Housemistress of the short-lived 
Girls’ House); three grandsons were 
educated at Falcon, and one of them 
now being a teacher at the College 
lives there. Quite a claim! 


As Jean McKay she had come to the 
then Rhodesia from East Griqualand 
in November 1941 to marry ‘Twik’. 
They spent seventeen years at 
Plumtree, from where they moved to 
Falcon in September 1958. There 
they stayed, apart from a short spell at 
Michaelhouse until Twik’s retirement 
after nearly thirty years at the College, 
at the end of 1988. They moved not 
far away, to a cottage built for them 
on the neighbouring farm of their son- 
in-law, Mike Mylne. 


While Jean always took a great 
interest in the activities of Falcon 
boys, she was not very well known to 
many of them, apart from the boys in 
Twik’s care, when he was housemas- 
ter of Tredgold, since her major role 
was to care for her family of six 
children which she did wonderfully 
well. It was the staff, and especially 
the wives, who cherished her for 
counsel, prowess at Bridge (no-one 
could have been a more astute or nicer 
partner at the Bridge table than Jean) 
and her especial skills in baking and 
needlework, which she shared with all 
who cared to know. She helped with 
the costumes in many plays per- 
formed at Falcon, bringing to that job 
all her skills and sense of colour and 
style. 

She is greatly missed and the ex- 
tended Falcon family shares with her 
own family in the loss of someone 
very special. 


HAM 


Head of School 
Head of Chubb 
Head of Founders 


Head of George Grey 


Head of Hervey 
Head of Oates 


(Standing L-R) N. L Ndebele, C.D. Middleton. R.J. King. P.J.M. Lee. 


College Prefects 


TJ Bimha 

EL Tobaiwa 
NAT Mtshiya 
DJ Whaley 
N.L. Ndebele 
BJ Love 


Head of Tredgold 

Prefect i/c Chapel 

Prefect i/c Transport 

Prefect i/c Library 

Prefect i/c Special Functions 


GD Lendrum 
PJM Lee 

RJ King 

CD Middleton 
NL Ndebele 


(Seated L-R) G.D. Lendrum. B.J. Love. T.S. Bimha, Mr P.N. Todd, D.J. Whaley, N.A.T. Mtshiya, E.L. Tobaiwa 
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House Prefects 


Chubb : MW Milligan RI Ross LP Thomson RD van Zyl 

Founders : RJ Buchan AT de Beer NR Ferreira RJ McCallum CW Munson M Quer! 

George Grey: KB Chituku RP Finch CL Fourie BJ Francis AC Mavros ID Middleton WS Rosier RK Travers-Drapes 
Hervey : DM Barrett BG Jenkins M Ndlovu WJ Smith, MC Thorn 

Oates : KJ Birchall R Dhliwayo MI Hale SH Morar TT Ncube RD Swales 

Tredgold : BR Allardyce KD Dauth TR Girdler-Brown CN Mathonsi RNC Wilson 


House Prefects - 1997 


(Back row L-R) RJ Buchan, DM Barrett, CN Mathonsi, BJ Francis, AT de Beer, TR Girdler-Brown. BR Allardyce, 

NR Ferrerira, M Ndlovu. 

(Third row L-R) MW Milligan, KB Chituku, BG Jenkins, RI Ross, LP Thomson, RD Swales, RP Finch, RK Travers-Drapes, 
CL Fourie. 

(Second row L-R) CW Munson, RJ McCallum, AV Mavros, KD Dauth, MC Thorn, RD van Zyl, KJ Birchall, TT Ncube. 
(Seated L-R) RJ King, BJ Love, EL Tobaiwa, GD Lendrum, TJ Bimha, DJ Whaley, PJM Lee, CD Middleton, NL Ndebele, 
NAT Mtshiya. 
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1996 A Level Results 


Abrahamson BH 


Geography* English 


1996 O Level Results 


. 10 passes: Anderson MD Drummond DG Ford AJ 
Ashcroft WA English Maths - Kambarami TC Khumalo TN Knight SR 
Burke AS Eats ae kainate Lucas AR de N Madzikanda CK Maine SL 
ae a Nyoni DVB Oosthuizen SJ Outram SJ 
Chonzi GC irate anomie Page-Wood SP Thompson DP Tibone T 
Crawford CM Geography 9 passes: McAllister DR Nelson CW Simpson BC 
Crawford DS English History Ashby BM Bhana LB Brown P Cakana CZ 
Davey JJB English Maths Carson JM Coulson IM Coventry LE 
Evans OBS Geography* Chemistry Biology Ebrahim DD Edwards TJ KgafelaM 
Fernsby AM Maths* Further Maths Physics Mackay GF Maphane KT Moremong TK 

Chemistry Ravasingadi NT Takavarasha WT Watt TA 
Ford SS Maths* Chemistry Biology Marima T Vera CM 
Gardner Z English* History 8 passes: Fleming MD James CR Mukurazhizha TL 
Goodes BF Physics Davidson SG Dube AF Mavros FP 
oe gg ies al lela Mhlanga J Nyasvimbo L Wheeler SL 
Johnson AG English Biology Crocker RL de Villiers DR Kuhn ND 
Knight AG English Geography Maths Ebrahim B Muir IN 
Laing JRW English Geography 
Lashbrook GR English* Maths Biology 7passes: MacleodJD Burke MT Mackay RI 
Lombard KMC English* Maths Physics* McCullagh WP Paveley ND Richmond GP 
Longhurst RK Biology Schuil DA Watson GV York AF 
Lowry PJ English Geography Savory ATR Stantcn LC Stooks JN 
Machiri TR English Biology Watson RP 
Maertens NE Maths Physics Biology 6 passes: Seaman PG di Palma EG Watambwa LK 
Makovah D English Edwards GRW 
Malaba MF Maths Chemistry 
Marsh SJ English Biology 3 passes: Bennett SAN 
Mashungu TB English Geography 2 passes: Moyo ZBN Quer! B Rosier SDF 


Matemba T English Henderson RC 
Mavros AC Art 

Morgan GF Economics Maths 

Ndavambi TG English 

Nesbitt RS English 

Nkala T English History Economics 

Payne DJ English Geography 

Pinnell BD Geography English 


Rawlins GPD 
Rawlins SGD 


Geography* Maths Chemistry 


Maths Further Maths Chemistry 


Biology* 


Retzlaff PTP English 

Roberts MJ English 

Rodger RH Physics Biology 

Roselt GE English Geography 

Rugnathji P English Geography 

Savory GP Geography 

Schley VR English* Geography 

Shaikh YP Maths* Physics Chemistry Biology 
Smart SP Geography* Biology 

Smiles AJS Maths Biology 

Smith AL English Geography* 

Southwood GR English 

Tanser DJ Maths* Further Maths Physics* Biology 
Timveos PC English 

Townsend RL English Economics 

Velempini MB Maths Physics Chemistry 

Watson AC Physics Biology 

York AI English Geography 


* denotes distinction 
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AROUND FALCON 


‘ALCON GOLLEGE = 


Generally speaking, 1997 has been a 
good year for Falcon Sanatorium. The 
Form ones settled in well and besides 
the odd homesick boy we haven t 
seen much of them, 


The “dreaded rugby season” was not 
as bad as we thought it might be. We 
had a few minor injuries and the odd 
suturing to do but the Saturdays spent 
at the rugby fields were not as fraught 
as some of the previous years have 
been, 


We did however, have two dramas 
during the year, when MARS had to 
be called out. In March Collins Tigere 
collapsed and was brought down to 
the San. First Aid was given and then 
he was taken to the Mater Dei ICU. 
Sadly, he died three days later of a 
brain hacmorrhage. 


In September Patrick Aust was bitten 
on the finger by a Mocambique cobra 
and once again MARS was here in 
record time and Patrick was taken to 
Mater Dei ICU. A few days later he 
jad to have his index finger ampu- 
ated at the second joint. He recov- 
ered well and has gone back to his 
beloved snakes. 


Falcon College has once again 
become a regular blood doning 
ustitution and once a term. When the 
Blood Transfusion Unit visits. the 
San becomes a hive of activity. the 


Mrs. Maureen Jocks, chairperson of the Pare 
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nts’ fundraising committee hands over 
the keys of the new Falcon College mini-bus, to a smiling Takunda Bimha. 


The San 


noise levels rising as the nervous first 
timers arrive and are mocked or 
comforted by those who have already 
donated at least one pint of blood. It 
is an excellent contribution they are 
making to society and the Blood 
Transfusion Unit is delighted and very 
grateful tor the College contributions. 


In the third term Sister Johnston was 
diagnosed as having Hepatitis A and 
was away on sick leave for six weeks. 
Sister Simpson helped out in October 
while Sister Johnston was recuperat- 
ing. Our thanks for her cheerful 
assistance. 


One of the leavers’ mothers came to 
the San at the end of the year and said. 
“What a lovely place you have here. 
I've never seen the San in all my 
son’s six years at Falcon.” Once again 
we invite all parents to visit the San at 
any time not only when their sons are 
sick or leaving. 


JJ& GS 


The two crises tested the San’s ability 
to cope in any crisis: the sisters did - 
admirably. However. it must be 
emphasised that they did so because 
the San is well-equipped and they are 
highly efficient and well-trained 
nursing sisters, Which is essential in a 
school situated as we are. in the bush. 
Thanks should be recorded to MARS. 
whose speed and efficiency facilitated 
the work of the sisters. 


Ed. 


Chapel Notes 


Churches sometimes go off the rails 
when a single personality becomes 
too dominant and he, rather than God, 
starts to dictate the terms. As I think 
back over 1997, I am struck by how 
many people are involved in running 
the chapel and other Christian activi- 
ties at the College. The involvement 
of so many people and their varied 
input can only be to the benefit of the 
spiritual life at Falcon. 


The support of the Headmaster is an 
invaluable asset and allows a freedom 
of worship which many schools will 
not enjoy. Space precludes a full 
mention of all staff members who 
help or support but I would like to 
thank Mr Greenfield, Mr and Mrs 
Coulson, Mr van Wyk and Miss 
Hogan for their assistance in Christian 
Group meetings of one sort or another 
this past year. Mr Coulson in particu- 
lar has made a big impact since 
joining the staff. He has revitalised the 
weekday morning chapel services. He 
has also led an Alpha Course for 
interested boys. These courses, which 
have proved a hit around the world, 
challenge Christians and non-Chris- 
tians alike to consider the basic tenets 
of the Christian faith and to see how 
they apply to each person’s life. 


From outside the school we are visited 
by speakers of many different back- 
grounds, both secular and church 
denominational. This gives a breadth 
to our Christian thinking and worship. 
Mr Eric Garnie and Mr Fred Keene- 
Young, for example, are two speakers 
who always arouse a wide interest 
when they come to speak. Our 
Anglican Communion services have 
been taken by Rev Marc Nicholls and 
Ven Barry Matthews. The Bishop of 
Matabeleland came out in November 
for the annual Confirmation Service. 
Our sincere thanks go to all who have 
taken a service at Falcon this year. 


The role of boys in the College is also 
vital and the input of the Christian 
leaders this year has been invaluable. 
Peter Lee has been an outstanding 
Chapel Prefect. whether setting up for 
Communion, playing bass guitar at 
Midweek or Ieading Bible Studies in 
Oates. Mark Milligan also deserves 


being stngled out as leader of the 


Midweek Band. It is a measure of 
their leadership that they have trained 
up people to take over in their places. 
It would be a long list to name 
everyone who plays his part and it 
always pleases me to see how both 
senior and junior boys can mix as 
equals in Christian service around 
Falcon. 


For the record, the three series of talks 
we have had at the Midweek Services 
this year have been “Old Testament 
Characters”, “Christian Jargon” and 
“The Lordship of Jesus”. Visiting 
speakers at School Services and 
schoolboys giving talks at Evening 
Prayer have chosen their own subjects 
to speak on. 


RBH 
Library 


“A library is not made - it grows!” 
This was written many years ago, but 
is certainly relevant to our College 
library. Currently we have over 

13 300 volumes registered and 
subscribe to over thirty periodicals 
and ten newspapers (dailies and 
weeklies). 


IK. Stewart 


With a wealth of reading material 
readily available, it is not surprising 
that the library is so widely used. Itis 
not only a place in which to relax and 
read at leisure, but recently has been a 
welcome haven from the heat, as there 
are two very large ceiling fans which 
keep the main area pleasantly cool. 


With the decline of the Zimbabwean 
dollar it is inevitable that book 


prices will rise even higher than has 
been the case in recent years. This 
obviously is an area of some 
concer. Already, prices are aston- 
ishingly high because of our unfa- 
vourable exchange rate and with the 
recent fall of the Zimbabwean 
dollar we can anticipate a situation 
where fewer books are imported. 


One of the problems of expanding a 
book collection, is providing the 
requisite shelf space. However, 
modern technology has come to the 
rescue. aS we have just acquired a 
multi-media computer which has 
been in near-constant demand since 
it was installed. Boys from all 
forms are allowed to use it and the 
librarian’s assistant, Mr Rodgers 
Matambo, holds the booking sheet. 
A boy is allowed the computer’s use 
for a twenty-minute period. Compu- 
ter games are nol permitted. 


As yet, we have very few CD Roms, 
but will be expanding our collection 
from now on. The most recent 
purchase has been the 1997 edition 
of the Encyclopedia Britannica - 
entirely on one CD Rom! The 
addition of further CD Roms will 
ensure that much of the latest 
information will become available 
yet‘that additional shelf space will 
not be required. A second computer 
will be installed during 1998. 


Thanks must go to the Library 
Prefect for 1997, CD Middleton, 
and his helpers for the most effi- 
cient manner in which they carried 
out their duties and to the Librari- 
an’s Assistant, Mr Matambo who 
has proved a pillar of reliability. 


IKS 


Musical Notes 


Despite the lack of a formal music 
teacher at the College, music and 
choir seem to be more alive than 
ever! The Falcon Midweek Band, 
which plays mainly at Midweek 
Services on Wednesday evenings, 
has made a huge impression this 
year. Led by Peter Lee and Mark 
Milligan, these boys participated in 
two fund-raising events outside the 
College: one for the Zimbabwe 
Schools Girls’ Hockey team, and 
one for St. Mary’s Church in 
Esigodini. They were excellent 
ambassadors for the College. The 
band, comprising a lead guitarist, a 
bass guitarist, a drummer, three 
other guitarists, a trumpeter, a 
keyboard player and backing 
vocalists, also performed at the 
Cultural Weekend and at various 
Cultural evenings. 


For their outstanding contributions 
to music at Falcon, Peter Lee and 
Mark Milligan jointly won the 
Music prize and were both deserv- 
edly awarded Cultural Colours. 


The choir has become, at last, a 
highly respected and important part 
of life at Falcon. There have been 
many ups and downs as far as the 
choir has been concerned over the 
last ten or fifteen years. I have 
heard the choir every year since 
1981 and I do not remember them 
ever sounding better than they did 
at the end-of-year Carol Service. It 
is a very popular extra-mural 
activity and unfortunately there is 
only room for about fifty members. 


The inter-house singing competition 
was held in the very busy second term. 
The set song was the traditional J vow 
to thee, my Country and a variety of 
choice songs was offered by the 
houses. The competition was adjudi- 
cated by Ven. Father Barry Matthews 
and was won by Tredgold. 


D.v.W. 


Choir - 1997 


(Back row L-R) T. Mukupuki, S. Ndlovu, T. Dzwairo, E. Wayoe, F. Chamoto, T. Kachidza, T. Busuman, N. Khumalo, 

M. Nkala, M. Mutsamwira, R. Sithole, K. Chiota. 

(3rd rowL-R) S. Sithole, M. Parker, T. Chingoma, F. Chimimba, V. Dube, J. Price, J. Soullier, T. Deacon, T. Glover, 

V. Hlabangana, B. Stranack, S. Patsika, J. Lapham, J. Sibanda, G. Hepburn. 

(Seated L-R) T. Moremong, D. Nyoni, C. Mwaanga, L. Nyasvimbo, P. Lee, Mr D. van Wyk, B. Zaal, P. Chingoka, 

C. Madzikanda, G. Paunganwa, K. Makore. 

(Front row L-R) M. Mutwale, O. Grobler, J. Etherington-Smith, L. Tsatsa, U. Ndebele, D. McCay, N. Tarisai, L. Sibanda, 
F. Mavimba, S. Webster, T. Mashingaidze, I, Stephenson. 
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Form Two Adventure 
Course 


The Form Three’s who had partici- 
pated in the adventure course when 
they were in Form Two warned us. 
this year’s Form Two’s, that we were 
in for the most gruelling couple of 
days in our lives as Falcon boys. I 
dismissed their comments as mere 
exaggerations. I now wish | had not. 


cooked a supper our mothers would 
be proud of.We spent the night in 
dorm groups with the earth as our 
pillow and the stars as our blanket. 
We woke up early the next morning 
and cooked a breakfast that was not as 
impressive as our meal the night 
before but still edible. We then made 
our way to the Study Centre where we 
started the orienteering. During my 
turn I managed to see what looked 
like a python but I was too wary to 


Tredgold boy's crossing the 'Berlin Wall’ 


We had just finished our Public 
Examinations and were looking 
forward to finishing the term as 
quickly and as easily as possible. Our 
instructor, Mr Randle, briefed us on 
the tasks each dormitory would do 
during the course. We were organised 
and addressed in a military manner by 
the former British soldier who went 
through each of our activities in 
detail. When the briefing was over 
we all dispersed to our houses and 
started packing what we required - not 
forgetting, of course, the all important 
roll of toiler paper. 


On the Wednesday 5 November we 
awoke, made last minute checks and 
proceeded to have breakfast at 5:30 am 
the dining hall. My house. Founders. 
along with Chubb and George Grey 
were briefed, again in a military 
fashion, before we went about our 
tasks. Each of the six tasks carried a 
maximum of 50 points and my dorm 
managed to get full marks in two 
while coming first in three. By the 
end of the day. we had managed to get 
lost, although we were finally helped 
by Mr Randle. got sunburned and 
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.survey. 


investigate. By the evening we had 
managed to also complete a tree 


The most dreaded 
moment came when we 
had to go out in pairs for 
the night out. Aftera 
search, again, carried out 
with military precision, 
pairs were sent out to 
various parts of Quiet 
Waters to spend the night 
without light or fire. For 
my partner and me the 
night was uneventful and 
when the sun rose we 
immediately set out tor 
the Study Centre. At the 
Study Centre we had our 
first full breakfast in two 
days. Afterwards we 
took part in the gruelling 
log race in which our 
dorm came a creditable 
third after beating 
Tredgold. Following the 
log race all the Form Two's walked 
from Quiet Waters back to our houses 
where we got our costumes and went 
to the pool for the raft race. We came 


Fa 


last but it did not stop us from coming 
second overall 


SJ Patsika 2A1 


Other comments made by Form2 boys 
were as follows: 


“In one of our tasks we had to push a 
rather large damsel and car to an 
imaginary fuel station... and a 
suggestion for the future that a 
lighter, smaller damsel would be 
appropriate for that occasion. 

” ( Editors note: the damsel was Mr 
Colin Martin from Northern Ireland - 
all 17 stone of him!) 


“T slept well except when we were 
almost trodden on by a group of 
stampeding zebra whom I bravely 
chased away while my partner was 
retreating as deeply as possible into 
his bedding. 


“Overall it was a very tiring gruel- 
ling experience which everyone can 
learn something from and I'd love to 
do it again.” 


“We did the dreaded thing, sleeping 
out in pairs - we woke up the next 
morning alive!” 


“We attempted to make supper which 
beyond doubt we failed at.” 


“All teams put together different 
looking rafts, each of which had 


The log race 


different amount of success. It was 


hilarious to watch some of them break 
up and the person fall in.” 


Quiet Waters 


Chairman : Mr GA Macdonald 

Vice Chairman : Mr EJ Marais 
Secretary : Mrs J Bancroft 

Treasurer : Mr AC Bancroft 

Other Members : Messrs MA 
Cumming; A Coulson; SA Coulson; 
DJF Fleming; RR Hartley; V Masuku; 
WA Randle and Dr H Cunningham. 


Quiet Waters as an educational 
conservation area continues to grow 
from strength to strength. This year 
has seen considerable development 
take place as well as the area being 
used a great deal for recreational and 
educational purposes. 


The development of the Wilderness 
area continued with the electrified 
game fence being completed in late 
February. The roads which were built 
in order to get fencing material to the 
boundaries have been maintained and 
improved and they form the basis of 
walking trails into this remote but 
attractive area. 


The campsite facilities have been 
improved and made more “user 
\friendly”. Toilet seats, mirrors, towel 
rails and rubber mats have been added 
to the ablutions while four beds have 


EPS 
i \ 


been put into each of the three chalets. 
A circular open fire place has been 
built near the open air rondaval and 
this means visitors can in the evening 
enjoy sitting around a fire at the same 
time as looking over Hamerkop Vlei. 
However. undoubtedly the most 
beneficial addition has been the 
installation of solar panel lighting in 
all the chalets, showers and toilets. 
The committee is very gratetul to Tim 
Savory for fitting these lights at a 


more than competitive cost. Plans are 
in place for further development of 
this wonderful facility in 1998. 


The popularity and usefulness of the 
campsite cannot be questioned. 
Hardly a weekend has gone by this 
year without it being used. A number 
of Falcon schoolboy groups have slept 
there overnight whilst carrying out 
tasks on Quiet Waters, whilst on five 
weekends, groups from other schools 
have utilised the facilities. There is 
also an increasing demand trom 
parents visiting the school from afar - 
certainly a far cheaper and more 
pleasant venue than a Bulawayo hotel. 


The area continues to be used for a 
variety of educational purposes. 


Carmel Primary School grade 6 pupils 
enjoyed a three day ecology course. 
whilst a Girls’ College 6th Form 
Biology group did two days of 
intensive field work under the guid- 
ance of Ms. Jean Garrett. In the third 
term we had visits from Hippo Valley 
and Murray McDougal Primary 
Schools. A religious group from 
Bulawayo which promotes the 
understanding and love of the out- 
doors spent a fruitful weekend on 
Quiet Waters. 


Fass 


Newly donated zebra in the Boma (photo: C Fourie) 


Mr Will Randle again ran successful 
Adventure courses tor Form | and 2 
in the first and third terms respec- 
tively. The rodent survey started last 
year by the Junior Natural History 
Society continued through the year. 
while Duncan Middleton concluded 
his survey on erosion control with a 
paper. This research work resulted in 
winning the much sought after 
Marjorie Sanders Memorial Prize. 
Bird counts were carried out by the 
Zimbabwe Ornithological Society in 
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the second term and in the third term 
by three schoolboy teams as part of a 
nationwide bird count promoted by 
Strachans Pharmacy (Harare). 


The Cattle Club under the expert eye 
of Mr Mike Cumming continues to 
thrive and provides valuable income 
for the project. The funds generated 
by this source and the one week 
hunting event which took place in 
June provided the bulk of the capital 
required for the completion of the 
Wilderness fence and the improve- 
ments made in the campsite. 


The third term was full of excitement. 
Thanks to new parents, Charles and 
Bev Davy, the Park saw new mammal 
arrivals in the form of six zebra, four 
young giraffe and five young eland. 
The giraffe were released straight into 
the park whilst the zebra and cland 
spent time in the boma. Fortunately, 
they have all settled well and are seen 
frequently by visitors. 


It has not all been plain sailing. 
Unfortunately, there have been major 
problems with the borehole and pump 
which have been overcome ( tempo- 
rarily.) However, in the light of the 
threat of an El Nino induced drought 
the committee has developed a three 
Stage plan in order to secure the water 
supply for next year. The first phase 
is already well under way. 


There have also been problems with 
the ageing Quiet Waters Landrover 
and Land cruiser. The Land cruiser 
has been sold and Mr Ian Mayger is 
doing major repairs to the Landrover. 
However, the committee has set aside 
money in order to acquire a more 
reliable bakkie. 


The committee has a new member in 
the form of Mr Stewart Coulson. He 
has already proved his worth in 
helping to sort out the water prob- 
lems. He and Mr Tony Bancroft have 
been given the task of implementing 
the three stage water plan. 


As usual thanks are due to our many 
supporters and well wishers. but in 
particular the committee is very 
grateful to the Headmaster and the 
Bursar for the help they have given to 
the Scheme this year. 


GAM 


The Peregrine 


The job of producing “The Peregrine’ 
now is not quite as straightforward as 
in days gone by, when the principal 
job of those in charge was to collect 
and edit the articles for the newspa- 
per, and finally to distribute it. The 
typing, was usually done by a helpful 
member of staff's wife, after which 
the completed articles were rolled off 
on the Banda Machine by Mac, who 
afterwards put the newspaper to- 
gether. 


Nowadays the editors have to collect 
and edit the copy as before, but then 
type it on the computer, ‘cut and 
paste’ the publication in time hon- 
oured fashion, and once Sam has 
rolled off the copy, they staple the 
pages and distribute the final product. 
It is their lot too to negotiate with Mr 
Matatu concerning use of the compu- 
ter and printers, and with Mrs 
Bancroft to obtain the necessary 


paper. 


Given all the work to be done it is not 
surprising that sometimes things do 
not always go to plan as well as had 
been hoped. However, despite the odd 
hiccup, this year’s Peregrine editors - 
J Carson, P Chingoka, F Mavros and 
C Nelson - managed to produce the 
newspaper on time each term, and the 
activities of the College were pretty 
well reported in the three productions. 
There were the usual problems of 
plagiarism and non-delivery of copy, 
and my corrections were not always 
adhered to, but overall it was a 
successful year, and my thanks go to 
the four editors for their input. 


HAM 


This year the Cultural weekend was 
held on February 7,8,9 and involved 
six students each from 15 school 
around Zimbabwe. Each student from 
each school chose a different one of 
the six workshops available: Art. 
Drama, Music,PublicSpeaking, Writing 
and Mime. A great time was 

had by all culminating in what has 
become the traditional concert 

on Sunday morning before the 
students part and take their separate 
ways home having made new friend- 
ships and learnt that all students. 
whatever their schools, wherever 
situated, share similar dreams. fears. 
aspirations. 


Cultural Weekend 1997 


The exciting thing for so many of 
them, is that they meet like-minded 
people, who also enjoy various 
cultural activities and they learn, not 
only from the workshop leaders but 
also much from each other.This year 
we had a Mime workshop run by 
John Jacobs, who was seen perform- 
ing at the Grahamstown Festival and 
agreed to come to our Cultural 
Weekend. He was very popular and 
those who did not make his workshop 
were able to watch him on the Falcon 
stage on Saturday night. 


Here are some of the comments 
gleaned from the thank you letters: 


We all returned refreshed and invig- 
orated, 


Our boys loved it - the variety, the 
different approaches, the socialising 
and the experience of boarding school 
environment, so they gained in all 
aspects. 


Thank you for a brilliantly organised, 
fun-filled and educational weekend. 
Let’s hope the tradition is maintained 
in future and that many more genera- 
tions will benefit from this cultural 
exchange. This weekend was a 
tremendous success. The whole 


Art Workshop (photo: P. Dooner) 


John Jacobs, mime artiste, - a 
woman attempting to put on her 
Jeans. (photo: P. Dooner) 


experience gave us time to work 
together as a group in our particular 
workshops and also provided us with 
enough free time to socialise and get 
the feel of the school as a whole - I 
definitely recommend it. 
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Falcon on the Move 
Ist XI Cricket tour to East 
London, January 1997 


At the beginning of the year, the Ist 
team cricket squad embarked on a 
tour to East London. All our matches 
were played in East London against 


Selborne College, our hosts, Grey 
High School and Dale College of 
South Africa, Auckland Grammar 
School from New Zealand and 
Peterhouse from Zimbabwe. 


The tour proved to be an interesting 
one in that, even with a wealth of 
experience, the team only managed 
one win in 4 matches. The worst loss 
was an embarrassing defeat inflicted 
by Peterhouse, our arch rivals. Still 
there were a few members of the team 
who had never toured before. For 
them the tour proved a new and 
wonderful experience and [’m sure 
helped fuel hopes of seeking higher 
honours in cricket. 


Even though everyone was disap- 
pointed with our performances on the 
field, the tour was thoroughly enjoy- 
able. Every night the team migrated to 
KFC when the day’s events and the 
night's exploits were discussed over 
oarrels of chicken. Nights were spent 
comfortably watching television or at 
the movies or the go-kart track. 


The tour definitely succeeded in its 
purpose of bringing the team together 


Touring Side 


Our stop was for two hours and 
during it all the boys raced up to 
Steers to buy some food and drink. 
We boarded the Greyhound and all of 
us were really excited. We then 
proceeded to travel all night to 
Grahamstown. Due to the excitement 
MN. half of the group failed to get any 
sleep and it was with great relief that 
we were finally able to stretch our 
legs at our destination, at about 8 
o’clock the next day. We were picked 
up by a teacher from Kingswood and 
whisked off to Kingswood School 
where we were to stay. 


and helping us form strong friendly 
relationships. This was definitely the 
key to the team’s successful year. 
Thank you to Mr Fleming and Mr 
Harrison and to all our other major 
sponsors, especially Mr King. 


We all got changed and met Mrs 
Macdonald at Jacques House. After 
making plans as to where to meet we 
all set off. Half of us went and 
changed travellers cheques while half 
went to the Village Green. We then 
all met at the Monument and we got 
maps and our programmes of the 
shows. After confirming plans we left 
again to head into the centre of town, 


Our first show that evening was a 
dance production which some of us 
enjoyed greatly, but some didn’t fully 
understand. After the show we 
walked around for a while and then in 
what became routine for the rest of 
the tour for most of us, we went 
‘nightclubbing’. 


Tour to Grahamstown 
Festival 1997 


From the start we were encouraged to 
see three shows a day, one of which 
we all went to as a group. I am proud 
to say that I managed to keep up this 
routine on nearly all the days. One of 
the days I didn’t go to three shows 
was our tree day where I went to two 
and the other time was when I decided 
to spend the morning just walking 
around seeing the many and varied 
sights. 


Ten boys and two members of staff 
made up the tour to Grahamstown. 
We all met at about 7.00 outside Mrs 
Macdonald’s house on the morning of 
3 July ready to leave. We were 
picked up by the Mini Zim and 
travelled to Johannesburg where we 
stopped at the Rotunda to wait for the 
Greyhound to Grahamstown. 


For me the best 
show I went to alone 
was ‘Mr Ballistic’; 
and as a group it was 
Old Boys’. Other 
shows that really 
appealed to me were 
a show in which 

; many of the Beatles 
songs were played; 
the gumboot 
dancing; 
‘Trainspotting’ and 
another of my 
favourites was 
‘Spirit of the Lake’. 


The Culture Vultures in Grahamstown 


This page sponsored by Mr and Mrs D Ncube 


19 


T enjoyed walking around the book 
malls or going to the art exhibitions. I 
also really enjoyed having a look 
around the big cathedral. Other shows 
that I enjoyed were the dancing and 
singing of the playhouse company and 
the Zulu Percussion group in the 
Village Green. 


One shock for some of us on the trip 
was the prospect of watching three 
hours of Opera, The Magic Flute, but in 
the end we were really glad we went to 
it. Had it not been a compulsory show 
we would never have gone, but because 
it was compulsory we went, and most 
found that it was enjoyable and 
much better than we had antici- 
pated. 


I also watched a few movies while 
on the trip. I watched ‘Kids’ 
which I found to be a real eye 
opener into the life of street kids, 
Another good movie was ‘Romeo 
and Juliet” which was very 
enjoyable if a bit sad. Other 
movies that | went to were ‘Jerry 
Maguire’ and “The English 
Patient’. both of which were 
excellent. 


The final show we went to was 
‘Cellisimo’ which had six cellists 
playing. Initially | could not wait 
for itto end, but after a while I 
began to enjoy it for it was very 
relaxing. 


For me the highlight of my trip was 
witnessing the friendly and carnival 
type atmosphere of Grahamstown. The 
people were all very triendly and this 
added to the enjoyment of the trip. 


Tam really glad | went on the trip and 
would recommiend it one thousand 
umes Over to next year’s lower sixes. | 
had a culturally beneficial time and I 
would like to say thank you to Mrs 
Macdonald and Mrs Reed for taking us. 


LW. 


Tour Party 


Mrs Heather Macdonald. Mis Pauline 
Reed. Peter Brown. Janue Carson. 
Ryan Crocker. Colin James. Forbes 
Mavyros. Dan McAllister. Sean Page- 
Wood. Duncan Schuil. Jack Stooks. 
Terry Watt. 


Woodsmoke outing to 
Chimanimani - 11 to 15 
September 1997 


R Manchip, P Marais. K Millar. 

S Miller, M Oberholzer, E Oosthuizen 
P Sole, I Stephenson. B Stubbs, 

A Swart. A Wade, G Wade. 

Mr C Martin, Mr W Randle 


This team was selected in the 2nd 
term. There were two others but they 
pulled out and myself and Manchip 
took their place. Everyone got into 
pairs. Mr Randle gave us a list of 
what we would need. This gave us 
time to get what we didn’t have 


Bailey's Folly 


during the holidays.Mr Randle got 
some of us to start cleaning out 
containers tor food. A couple of days 
before the outing. he called in the 
whole team for an inspection of our 
equipment. He also got us to share 
out the food and equipment (which 
was provided trom the school) into 
seven pairs. The following day he 
called some of us in to finish sharing 
out the food. That night after supper 
we collected our equipment. 


We left the school at about 11 0’ 
clock on Thursday the 1 1th Septem- 
ber. On our way we made two stops 
for petrol. One at Gweru and one at 
Chimanimani Village. We arrived at 
base camp at about half past five. 


The following day we made our Way 
up a mountain path called “Bailey's 
Folly’ and stopped at a place called 
‘The Hut’. There we had a lengthy rest 
and made our way to Peterhouse cave. 


Once there we set up camp. During the 


afternoon we all went for a swim. The 
pool we swam in had been created by a 
waterfall. It was freezing. 


On Saturday we climbed Mount 
Kweza., the second highest Mountain 
in Zimbabwe and highest in 
Chimanimani. Mount Kweza is 
halfway between Mozambique and 
Zimbabwe. The tip is on the border. 
Although we were high up there was 
nota very good view, due to the cloud 
surrounding us. The good views were 
lower down. It took us four hours to 
the top including rests and one and a 
half hours to get down. It was cold at 
the top. almost drizzling. We had 
lunch on the top. We spent that night 
in Peterhouse cave. 


We lefi the cave the next 
day. and planned on 
sleeping in Terrie’s cave, 

In the end we didn’t find it, 
but instead slept in a group 
of smaller caves. That 
afternoon we went to the 
Southern Lakes and there 
had a pleasant although cold 
swim. That night was a wet 
and sleepless one for me 
and the five people with 
me.The reason being that 
Our cave was leaky. How 
the others fared I don’t 
know although I think their 
night was better than ours. 


On our last day we left camp 
at five — thirty am and then 
followed a path through Banana Grove 
and down Long Gully to our original 
camp where the mini-bus was parked, 
and at 11 o'clock we left for Falcon. 
We stopped in Gweru for lunch. At 6 
o'clock the mini-bus broke down just 
outside Mbalabala. After half an hour 
of looking tor the problem we gave up 
and Mr Randle stopped an E.T. (a mini- 
bus - Toyota). We lett Mr Randle with 
the mini-bus. It was 6.45pm. In the 
E.T’s roof there were three different 
number plates and we had about three 
stops on the way when the mini-bus 
broke down, but the driver knew what 
was wrong so fixed it very quickly. 
Just outside Founders we stopped and 
the mini-bus failed to get up the hill. 
We arrived at Falcon at 7.15 pm. 


At 9.30 pm two of Falcon’s Mazdas 
drove in towing the mini-bus. the trailer 
and Mr Randle. 


Even though it rained on the last night. 
Treally enjoyed it. 


AC Swart 2A1 
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Interact Club — 1997 


(Back row L - R) A. Shroff, T. Maromo, A. Dube, S. Page-Wood, B. McAllister, K. Dauth, W. McCullagh, A. Lucas, 
S.Oosthuizen, D. van Schalkwyk, L. Coventry, B. Simpson,, M. Newenvya, J. Mhlanga, W. Takavarasha, D. Ebrahim, 


D. Thompson, L. Bhana. 


(3rd row L-R) L. Nyasvimbo, T. Moremong, N. Ravasingadi, D. Nyoni, K. Makore, F. Chamoto, T. Girdler-Brown, 

G. Mckechnie, R. Ndoro, G. Paunganwa, B. Dube, R. Patterson, R. Dawson, R. Zharare, L. Mlotshwa, P. Brown. 

(2nd row L-R) W. Dube, H. Griffiths, J. Sayer, J. Crouch, T. Mseka, C. Mwaanga, C. Kennedy, A. Heili, T. Busuman, C. 
Cakana, P. Matchev, Q. Lemmer, G. Dauth, A. Ross, D. Crawford, J. Carson, A. Ebrahim. 

(Seated L-R) A. Mavros, N. Dube, C. Mathonsi, R. Dhliwayo, E. Tobaiwa, R. King, 


Falcon at your Service 
1997 


Interact Club 


Master in charge: Mr D. van Wyk 
President: A. T, de Beer 


The 1996/7 year has been a relatively 
quiet one for the Interact Club. The 
Board members of the Club decided 
early in their term of office that most 
of their community service efforts 
would be concentrated within the 
College. Consequently, many of their 


projects were unnoticed by the public, 


but appreciated at Falcon. 


The Club sold hot dogs. hamburgers 
and cold drinks at various school 
functions such as Old Boys’ weekend, 
inter-schools rugby, hockey. soccer 
and basketball matches and inter- 
schools athletics. The Club also 
organised inter-house volleyball and 
table-tennis competitions which were 
hugely successful. 


Interact Club - 1997 
Late in the second term. the 1997/8 


board was elected. They have already 
made an impression and their ideas 
for the future are ambitious and 
exciting. 


1996/7 1997/8 
President A.T.de Beer C. Z. Cakana 
Vice-Pres T. J. Bimha J. M. Carson 
Secretary B.R. Allardyce D. Ebrahim 
Treasurer R. J. King D. V. B. Nyoni 


Night School 


The Lower Sixth continued to volun- 
teer to teach night school where the 
pupils are the relatives or dependents 
of our less privileged grounds, kitchen 
or office staff. 


Last year | reported on attendance 
which was very disappointing. This 
year’s attendance has turned out to be 
much worse. By the third term. eight 
boys were tied down to teaching only 
one student. A better response will 
have to be made by the beneficiaries 
of this scheme next year. We are most 
grateful and proud of the following 
Lower Sixth pupils who gave up 


A. de Beer, Mr D. van Wyk, T. Bimha, 
B. Allardyce, M. Ndlovu, N. Mtshiya, G. Lendrum, T. Furusa, B. Leonard, T. Ncube. 


between one and two hours of 
their study time to assist those less 
fortunate than themselves:- 

C. Cakana 

L. Coventry 

C. James 

T. Kambarami 

D. Ebrahim 

T. Khumalo 

S. Knight 

G. Mackay 

F. Mavros 

D. McAllister 

T. Moremong 

C. Vera 


Rumplestilskin Racket 
by KJARTAN POSKITT 


The 1997 College drama production 
was a light-hearted musical tilt at the 
famous fairy tale which involved the 
malevolent Rumplestiltskin. Fantasy 
there was aplenty, but no malevolence, 
despite the crows, the demons, the 
dolls, and the black suited henchmen. 


In previous productions we have 
enjoyed the talents of M. Ndlovu who 
played the part of the Manikin with 
authority and humour; K. Chituku, the 
journalist who performed with 
confidence and charm; T. Furusa who 
was the amiable but ineffectual King, 
who wore his crown and gown with 
great aplomb; W. McCullagh the 
scheming miller, and E. Wayoe, the 
scorned ‘Quizzie’, who was memora- 
bly glamorous and catty. Miranda, the 
‘female’ lead, was played by A. Keen 
who showed great promise for the 
future, as did some of those from the 
lower forms of the school who played 
in supporting roles. While we will be 
sad no longer to see some of the 
familiar names treading the boards, it 
is comforting to know there is a 
supply of talent coming on. 


The set was simple and effective, and 
some of the special effects such as the 
spinning of the cloth of gold were 
most impressive. The ladies in charge 
of props and costumes must be 
congratulated on all sorts of inven- 
tions and strategies. ‘Quizzie’s’ 
glamorous clothes, the King’s crown 
and the demon’s teeth all come to 
mind here. 


There was plenty of joie de vivre, 
sparkle and humour, but the weakness 
was the singing. Some of the chorus 
of villagers and servants did not know 
their words very well, and spent a lot 
of time watching their feet in the 
dance routines, while some of the lead 
voices were not strong and must have 
been hard to hear in the nether regions 
of the hall. This was a pity as the 
music was pleasant and the volume 
did not drown them as it sometimes 
did in ‘Newsies’. In spite of this 
however, the production was not 
spoilt as it was carried by the evident 
enjoyment of the participants: 


A great deal of work is always 
involved in all the disciplines of a 
drama production. and despite the 
many other calls on their time, 
directors, cast and back stage helpers 
pulled off yet another enjoyable piece 


Rumplestilskin Racket 
by 
Kjartan Poskitt 


Directed by Sue Wigham 

Musical Director - Dave van Wyk 

Choreography - Brigitte Randle 

Costumes - Sue Todd and Phyllis Watson 

Set - Sue Coulson helped by Patrick Aust and Art Club 
Programme cover design - Sue Roberts 


CAST: 

In order of appearance : 

Baker - Nqobile [Snowy] Mtshiya 
Professor Miller - Wayne McCullagh 
Miranda - Andrew Keen 

The King - Tongai Furusa 

The Inquisitor - Ernest Wayoe 
Manikin - Marlvin Ndlovu 


Workers 
for the 
Daily Slur 


The Town Crier - Shungu Patsika 
Crows - A. Ebrahim, D. Gopal, T. Seone 
Demons & Dolls - §. Goven, M. Mpofu, C. Swart 
Newspaper Hacks - G. Hepburn, N. Mpotu, W. Ncube 
Servants - F. Chimimba, R. Glover, D. Maposa, T. Mukupuki, J. Musvosvi, 
J. Price, J. Sibanda, M. Springer, T. Tendengu 
Villagers - A. Davey, R. Glover, T. Kachidza, T. Malaba 
J. Musvosvi, Z. Ncube, J. Price, M. Springer, 
I. Stephenson, A. Wade 
Henchmen - T. Kachidza, Z. Ncube 
Backstage - Lighting crew : G. Dauth 
A. Johnston 
C. Johnston 
C. McCallum 
M. Parker 
Backstage crew : T. Moremong - Stage manager 
T. Girdler-Brown 
G. Jocks 
L. Maine 
P. Marais 
D. Nielsen 
M. Gibson 
A. Davey 


Smithy [a paper seller] - Clive Madzikanda 

Smutt [a journalist] - Kevin Chituku 

Smirch [a journalist] - Simba Sithole 

Smudge [press photographer] - James Etherington-S mith 


Musical helper : 
Prompt: 


of theatre, and all credit is due to 
them, This page sponsored by Allen Burke - Marketing and Sales Consultant 
H.A.M. 


House Reports 
Chubb 1997 


Housemaster: R.R. Hartley 

Tutor: A.C. Bancroft 

Assistant tutors:O. Munodawafa and 
C. Martin 

Head of house: E.L. Tobaiwa 
Prefects: R.I. Ross, M.W. Milligan. 
L.P.Thomson, 
R.D. van Zyl. 


The year started 
well with academic 
scholarships being 
won by S.R. 
Knight, 
D.R.McAliister, 
NT. Ravasingadi 
and T.A. Watt, all 
achieving excellent 
level results. 
The A level results 
were also pleasing. 
A good all round 
effort was made 
and for the second 
year running the 
nouse came third 
in the Tattersfield 
Cup and in the 
nterhouse athletics 4% 
competition. 72 
Victories were 
achieved in 
academic chal- 
enge, tug’0’ war 
tor the third time 
a the last four 
years), open 
+x100m relay 
record), junior 
cross country 
relay. senior 
sguash, junior 
>asketball, mini- 
eague cricket and 
sockey. Success in the latter two 
Sompetitions indicated a gratifying 
jepth of effort. There were excellent 
>eriormances in interhouse drama. 
senior basketball. senior squash. 
senior soccer and junior tennis. the 
use being runner-up in all of these 
Sompetitons. The house raised by tar 
ne largest sum of sponsorship for 


college development and well earned 
the excellent dinner awarded to the 
winning house by the College Fund 
Raising Committee.Outstanding 
individual achievements included: 
S.R. Knight - sixth form prizes for 
Mathematics, Chemistry and Biology 
(and whose marks rarely fell below 
80% all year!); C.W. Nelson - sixth 


form prize for Geography and 
Brebner Cup tor verse; N.T. 
Ravasingadi- sixth form prize for 
Business Studies; M.W. Milligan- 
colours for cultural activities and 
music prize; D.B. Mostert - Metal- 
work prize: M.C.V. Quenet and E.D. 
Stubbs - form 1 good work prizes: 
P. Mace - junior Ndebele prize: 
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S.J. Miller - Mumbengegwi prize for 
good service to others; E.L. Tobaiwa- 
Zimbabwe u/19 Rugby and Basketball 
colours; D.D. Ebrahim - Zimbabwe u/ 
19 cricket; L.P. Thomson - colours for 
squash; B.C. Stubbs and 

E.D. Stubbs - Zambian Schools 
polocross. There was a good atmos- 
phere in the house and needless to say 
the characteristic 
good Chubb 
house spirit 
prevailed. The 
prefects ran the 
house effectively 
and their efforts 
were appreciated 
and acknowl- 
edged publically 
during a rather 
excellent House 
Supper. Mr. 
Tony Bancroft 
was welcomed to 
the house as tutor 
and his excellent 
contributions 
were much 
appreciated. 
Messrs. Obert 
Munodawafa and 
Colin Martin 
served the house 
well and we 
thank them all 
for their efforts, 
Congratulations 
are due to N.T. 
Ravasingadi on 
his appointment 
as Head of 
House for 1998, 
and to D.D. 
Ebrahim and 
S.R. Knight who 
will be College 
Prefects.It is with 
great sadness that 
we learned of the 
tragic death of 
N.M. Dube during the Christmas 
holidays. He had just completed his 
career of six years in Chubb. Our 
sincere condolences are extended to 
his family. 


RRH 


Founders 


Housemaster : IR Mayger 

House Tutor : RB Harrison 
Assistant House Tutor : T Matatu 
Head of House : NAT Mtshiya ro 8 - 
Prefects : R McCallum, N Fereira, C a 4. 
Munson, M Querl, A de Beer, = 4 
R Buchan 


Once again Founders House managed to 
make its presence felt in all College 
activities. We were however dealt a 
major blow with the untimely death of 
one of our most dedicated men, Collins 
‘Tigs’ Tigere. 


We managed to win back the senior 
house cricket, and amazingly won the 
Inter house drama. Credit for this must 
go to J Carson for his production of the 
play, and for winning the best actor cup. 
Other notable achievements were made 
in: 


Junior House Soccer 2nd 
Inter house Angling 2nd 
Junior Cross-country 2nd 
Senior Hockey 3rd 
Junior Rugby 3rd 


As usual we had a large number of provincial representatives, this year, with 20 boys representing the province in various 
sports. 


However what was of notable interest was the number of national representatives : 


Guy Croxtord U16 Hockey 

Johann Oosthuizen U20 Rugby 

Alister Sayer Moto Cross 

Jeremy Sayer Moto Cross 

Michael Ferreira U16 Cricket 

Takunda Bimha U20 Rubgy 

Neil Ferreira U20, U18, U19 Cricket (U.K. tour) 


Academically Founders had many personal achievers with 10 boys receiving prizes : 


Form 2 S Patsika, L Maine, S Webb 
Form 3 F Feruzi, M Humphreys 
Form 6 J Oosthuizen (Geography) 


Special prizes to : 


N Ferreira John Lamb Trophy 
A de Beer Brebner Cup for Verse 
T Bimha Headmaster’s prize (Headboy). 


It was of great interest to note that at the end of the year five upper Sixes had received ‘Honours’ awards : 
C Munson, N Ferreira. T Bimha, M Parsons and N Mtshiya. 


On the whole the year was quite successful for the House. both academically and on the field. 
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George Grey 


Housemaster : Mr DNL Grant 

Tutor : Mr G Lindner (Terms 1 and 2) Mr A Greenfield 

Assistant Tutor : Mrs § Wigham, Dr P Cunningham (Term 3) 

Head of House : DJ Whaley 

College Prefect : CD Middleton 

House Prefects: KB Chituku, RP Finch, CL Fourie, BJ Francis, AC Mavros, ID Middleton, WSR Rosier, RK Travers-Drapes. 


Another very full and eventful year has passed. and George Grey has once again held its own in the very competitive and 
challenging world that is Falcon College in the nineties. It seems that one has to fill the untorgiving minute with about a 
hundred and eighty seconds worth of distance run these days, but I believe that our boys ended the year tired but fulfilled. 


The strength of the House in 1997 lay in a hard core of committed and very loyal prefects. They deserve every commendation 
tor their hard work and efficiency - right up to the end. They made my job as Housemaster much easier than it may otherwise 
have been, and they set the tone for the commitment that builds strong teams. David Whaley and Chesney Middleton, thank 
you for your maturity and your support. You both did a fine job for George Grey. 


On the sports field, we won the following competitions in 1997 : 


Cross country relay, junior hockey, junior cricket, senior tennis and the inter-house shooting. In addition, we were placed 
second in the athletics relay meeting and on Founders day, and we achieved a very creditable third in the gala. 


We won the senior public speaking competition, but failed to maintain our usual high placing in the singing and the drama. 
The House was, however, very well represented in the clubs and societies that exist here. Particularly notable were the 
contributions of Bruce Francis to the Mylne Society, Cliff Fourie to the photography club and the angling society and Duncan 
Middleton to Falconry. 


Several boys won national colours for various sports. Mluleki Nkala toured England with the Zimbabwe under 19 cricket 
team, and Cliff Fourie represented Zimbabwe in Angling. Andrew Johnston gained selection for sailing, and his brother Craig 
is the national intermediate champion. Rory Travers-Drapes made the Zimbabwe Schools hockey squad. 


George Grey was well represented on speech day. Full details appear in the appropriate section of this magazine. but I would 
like to congratulate the following prize winners on their achievements : IG Chonzi. MB Nicolle, AC Mavros, CK Madzikanda, 
BJ Francis, RL Crocker, KB Chituku, and ID Middleton. 


I would like to end by 
paying tribute to Mr 
Greentield, Mrs 
Wigham, Mr Lindner 
and Dr Cunningham 
(after his promouon) 
for all they did in 
1997 to assist in the 
smooth running of the 
House, and for all 
their interest and 
support. 1998 with all 
its challenges lies 
ahead. but I feel that 
the staff and members 
of George Grey can 
reflect on 1997 with 
the satisfaction that is 
earned through a job 
well done. Thank 
you, all. 


DNLG 


This page sponsored by Nengwa Farm P/L 


i) 
say 


Hervey 


Housemaster: Dr P.F. Cunningham 
(Mr G.E. Lindner 3rd term) 

House Tutor: Mr J. Dooner 

Ass House Tutor: Dr H. Cunningham 
Head of House: N.L. Ndebele 


House Prefects: 

D.M. Barrett, B.G. Jenkins, 

W.J. Smith, M.C. Thorn, M. Ndlovu, 
S.D. Probert, G.P. Mitchell 


1997 has been a particularly success- 
ful year for Hervey House. Much of 
the credit must go to the fine group of 
U6 boys who have led by example 
and to Dr P.F Cunningham for his 
commitment to the House, who after 
four years as a Housemaster is sadly 
departing. He has been replaced by 
Mr G. Lindner. Mr J. Dooner has also 
retired and he has served the House 
very well first as a Housemaster and 
then as a House Tutor. 


Hervey once again took all four of the 
major trophies, the Athletics shield, 
the Swimming gala, the Academic 
cup and the Tattersfield cup. 


Academic Achievements 


Hervey House came out top this year 
with a good all round performance 
from the House, and few individuals 
excelling: 


F. Jee: Form | Prize 

C. Mwaanga: French and Physics 
Prize, Form 4 

S.J. Outram: Scholarship for 5 A’s at 
‘O’ Level 

C.Z. Cakana: Scholarship for 5 A’s at 
‘O’ Level 

Inter House Sporting Competitions: 
First places 

Athletics Shield 

Athletics Standards 

Senior Cross-Country 

Overall Cross-Country Relay 
Triathlon 

Junior Rugby 

Junior Soccer 

Senior Hockey 

Public Speaking 

Swimming Standards 

Swimming Gala 

Swimming Relay Gala 

Senior Waterpolo 

Junior Waterpolo 

Angling 


National Representation 


S. Probert 

B. Simpson 
A.R. deN Lucas 
J. Buchanan 

M. McKillop 


L.A. Esat 
R. Ashby 


D. Swemmer 
J.P. deN Lucas 
J.L. deN Lucas 
M. Bryant 


R. Swemmer 
S. Davy 
A. Minter-Brown 


Zimbabwe U19 Waterpolo 
Zimbabwe U19 Waterpolo 
Zimbawe U19 Rugby 

Zimbabwe Development Waterpolo 
Zimbabwe U16 Hockey (Captain) 
Zimbabwe U18 Hockey 
Zimbabwe U16 Hockey 
Zimbabwe U18 Hockey 
Zimbabwe U16 Waterpolo 
Zimbabwe U16 Swimming 
Zimbabwe U16 Rugby 
Zimbabwe U16 Waterpolo 
Zimbabwe U16 Cricket 
Zimbabwe U16 Cricket 
Zimbabwe U16 Rugby 
Zimbabwe U16 Waterpolo 
Zimbabwe U16 Archery 
Zimbabwe U14 Cricket 
Zimbabwe U14 Cricket 
Zimbabwe U14 Cricket 


Special mention goes to B. Ashby, U19 Zimbabwe Waterpolo and U19 Swim- 
ming, and for his outstanding performance in Luxembourg at the World Junior 
Swimming Championship. Special mention also goes to N.L. Ndebele who ran the 
100m in 10.4 sec (the fastest recorded time in Zimbabwe during 1997) and 
participated in the Africa Junior Athletics Championship in Nigeria. He has been 
an inspiration to many in the House. 


Honours Awards 


M. McKillop Hockey 
B. Ashby Swimming 
N. Ndebele Athletics 


Finally, a special note of thanks to all the Staff associated with Hervey who have 
given the House tremendous support throughout the year. 
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Oates 


Housemaster : Mr M A Cumming 
Tutor : Mr S A Coulson 

Assistant Tutor : Mr P J Milligan 
Head of House : B J Love 

College Prefects : R J King, P J M Lee 
House Prefects : R Dhliwayo, 

K J Birchall, T T Ncube, R D Swales, 
M I Hale, S H Morar. 


[tis often said that education begins at 
home, but how does one put home 
into a boarding school system in 
which boys are usually hundreds of 
miles from home for nine months of 
the year? There must, of necessity, be 
a much more rigid code of behaviour 
in a situation where seventy-odd boys 
between the ages of twelve and 
nineteen are living communally. 
There can be no compromise in that 
respect, but perhaps the answer lies in 
making aspects of the house as home- 
like as possible. With that in mind, 
Bart Love and his seniors launched an 
appeal to parents and Old Boys to 
help raise funds to upgrade facilities 
in Oates. It was enormously success- 
ful. A big raffle was held, a braai- 
lunch was laid on for Founders’ Day 
and letters were sent out by Bart to 
Old Boys all over the world. The 
result was that the house now has a 
new VCR, a new 29 inch TY, a new 
table tennis table, a new dart board. a 
settee and two armchairs to add to the 
Senior Common Room furniture and 
the common room has been repainted. 
The small T.V. originally donated by 
parents, is now in the Form One prep 
room so that everyone in the house 
has had some benefit. The willing- 
ness of the boys to do things for 
themselves combined with the 
involvement and generosity of parents 
and Old Boys contributed to the 
success of the appeal and the house is. 
indeed, a better place to live = 
in. It would be impossible to = 
thank everyone who partici- 
pated in some way or other, 
tor editorial reasons if for none 
ther. The house is most 
grateful and appreciative of 
the extremely generous 
Jonations of prizes tor the 
raffle; the provision of food - 
ind organisation of the braai = 


donations in cash and kind by 
parents and Old Boys and 
invaluable assistance in 


Ss 
a4 


and bar on Founders Day; _- 


The year started well with Oates 
putting in good performances in the 
cross-country relays and the cross 
country itself. Both the senior and 
junior A teams came first in the relay 
event, with M I Hale breaking the 
record for the relay course. M D 
Wheeler came first in the junior cross 
country. In the Interhouse relay 
competition Oates came third, 
strongly contesting for second place. 
On Founders’ Day M I Hale 
performed exceptionally well in the 
long distance events, but the house’s 
overall achievement was poor partly 
as aresult of a weak showing in the 
standards competition. R Dhliwayo 
and V P Dube were selected for 
Zimbabwe Basketball in their respec- 
tive age groups. Oates boys were 
heavily involved in the Cultural 
Weekend and W Dube and 

M J Gibson spoke well in the 
Interhouse Public Speaking Competi- 
tion. In the Final Assembly at the end 
of the term the following received 
awards : 


S H Morar - Academic Colours 

M I Hale - Athletics Colours 

M Ngwenya - re-award Athletics 
Colours 

D V B Nyoni - citation for Athletics 
Equipment stewardship 

D V B Nyoni and W T Takavarasha - 
Academic “50” Club awards 

College office bearers from Oates for 
1997 were: 

R J King - Treasurer of Interact. 
Captain of Ist XV Cricket and 1st 
team Tennis 

R Dhliwayo - Captain of Basketball 
T T Ncube - Secretary of Toastmasters 
D V B Nyoni - Athletics Equipment 
Steward, Rugby Secretary 

Rhett Dawson - Vice-Chairman, 
Intermediate Debating 


btaining the VCR and TV. 


V P Dube - Vice-Chairman of Novices 
M J Gibson - Secretary of Novices 


In the second term there were some 
good performances by both teams and 
individuals. Unfortunately the house 
did not fare so well in the Interhouse 
Singing Competition, but PJ M Lee 
and D V B Nyoni were members of 
the successful mid-week band. The 
junior rugby team came second in the 
Interhouse competition and the senior 
hockey team was placed second on 
goal difference, in spite of winning all 
its matches. Provincial sports repre- 
sentatives were: 


Matabeleland U16 Rugby - 

CK Mwale, D Moore, JC Viljoen 
Matabeleland Athletics - R Dhliwayo, 
M Negwenya, T T Ncube 
Matabeleland U20 Rugby - 

M Ngwenya, L C Stanton 
Matabeleland U20 Hockey - 

RJ King, B J Love 

Matabeleland U16 Hockey - 

GD Whiley 

National representatives were : 
Zimbabwe Schools U16 Rugby - 

D Moore (non-travelling reserve) 
Zimbabwe Schools U20 Rugby - 

M Negwenya 

Zimbabwe Schools U20 Hockey - 
RJ King, BJ Love 

Final Assembly Awards - Second term 
RJ King. and B J Love, - 

Hockey Honours 

R Dhliwayo, M Ngewenya, L C Stanton - 
Rugby Colours 

D V B Nyoni - Citation for work as 
rugby Secretary 


In the 3rd term Oates featured early 
once more in the long distance events. 
D Moore came second in the Cycle 
race and G A Evans won the Junior 
Triathlon. In the Interhouse 
Waterpolo Oates came 2nd in the 
seniors and 3rd in the juniors and the 


senior house basketball team won that 
competition. The Golf team was also 
successful, winning the Interhouse 
competition, with K H Chiota produc- 
ing the best nett score and T F Schuil 
scoring the most points. The Swim- 
ming standards were disappointing as 
Oates has some strong swimming 
groups. DJ Carruthers-Smith, 

G A Evans, D Moore and M J Gibson 
all scored maximum points. The latter 
three were members of the U16 relay 
team which broke a long standing 
Inter-schools record. In the Gala itself 
Oates came second to a very powerful 
Hervey, but there were some pleasing 
results from some individuals and age 
groups. Culturally there was some 
success. M J Gibson and L G Mlotshwa 
won the Junior and Senior Reading 
Competitions respectively. Oates 
came fourth in the Interhouse Drama 
Competition, but the cast obviously 
enjoyed themselves and there were 
good performances by M Mutwale, 

N Gyekye and S P Page-Wood. 

D VB Nyoni was elected Chairman 
of the Myl!ne Society and President of 
Toastmasters. Several members of 
the house are active in the Falconry 
Club. 


Prize Winners on Speech Day: 


MR Johns - Form Prize 

G T Marisa - Good Work Prize 

G D Whiley - Co-recipient of the 
Kim Margesson Prize, Form Four 
Geography, English, Maths and 
Physics prizes: 

L G Mlotshwa - Form four Commerce 
A R Carruthers-Smith - Form four 
Mathematics 

K H Chiota - Form four General Science 
P J M Lee - Music prize 

R J King - The John Lamb Trophy 

R Dhliwayo - The Greaves Trophy 
National Representatives : 

M R Johns and C D Brownlee - 
Zimbabwe U14 Cricket 

J C Viljoen - Zimbabwe U16 
Waterpolo 

B J Love - Zimbabwe U19 Waterpolo 
(also adjudged the best player at the 
Crusader Shield Tournament) 


Final Assembly Awards : 


R Dhliwayo - Basketball Honours 
B J Love - Waterpolo Honours 

R J King - Cricket Honours 
PJM Lee - Music Colours 

M Newenya - Basketball Colours 
(re-award) 


SH Morar - Trophy for Winning the 


Climbing Competition 

Oates came third in the Academic 
Challenge, fourth in the Tattersfield 
Trophy and a disappointing third in 
the Academic Cup. 


1997 was in many ways a very good 
year for Oates in terms of improve- 
ment of facilities, atmosphere and all- 
round achievement. This was largely 
due to the efforts of Bart Love and his 
upper sixth as well as most supportive 
parent and staff bodies. If the ethos 
developed in 1997 is carried on by 
succeeding year groups, the house 
will continue to go from strength to 
strength. It was indeed sad to say 
farewell at House Suppers to the 1997 
leavers and many otf their parents who 
have contributed so much to the house 
over the years. They have left the 
house a better place to be in which, I 
believe, is the best accolade which can 
be paid to an upper sixth group 
leaving Falcon. May their futures be 
as rosy. 


M.AC. 


Tredgold 


Housemaster: Mr WAJ Randle 
Tutor : Mr T Khumalo 
Assistant Tutor : Mr D van Wyk 
Head of House : GD! Lendrum 
House Prefects : RNC Wilson. 

TR Girdler-Brown, BR Allardyce. 
CN Mathonsi, KD Dauth, C Bailey. 


Tredgold, during 1997, has continued 
to make significant contributions to 
life at the school both in mainstream 
activities and extramurally. Tredgold 
membership of the choir has exceeded 
that of any other house, the majority 
of backstage hands during the drama 
season have been Tredgold boys and a 
disproportionate number from the 
House have taken part in Woodsmoke 
and Junior Natural History outings. 
The climbing club membership is 
jointly dominated by Oates and 
Tredgold. 


There were a substantial amount of 
individual sporting achievements 
through the year. GDI Lendrum was 
awarded Honours for hockey, was 
selected to play for Zimbabwe's 
Under 19 and Under 21 teams and 
received the Fotheringham-Edwards 


Trophy for all round sporting achieve- 
ment. NRD Wilson played waterpolo 
for Zimbabwe Under 19’s. 

R Watson captained the Zimbabwe 
Schools polo team against Zambia. 

L Bhana and TR Girdler-Brown were 
awarded colours for soccer. While 
the latter also gained them for basket- 
ball. C Mathonsi and L Coventry 
played Ist XV rugby and were 
selected to play for Matabeleland 
South. 

B Leonard won colours for squash 
and played for Matabeleland. VC 
Hlabangana was awarded the most 
improved Junior hockey player 
trophy. 


As a House we improved, but still 
struggled, in cross-country and 
athletics, despite some excellent 
individual performances. Good 
cricketers are sparse and so we were 
weak. In rugby and hockey, despite 
some promising young players we 
again struggled. Elsewhere, however, 
we have made a real impact. The 
Senior soccer players, well organised 
by L Bhana, won. We won interhouse 
tennis and Senior interhouse squash, 
were runners up in Senior water polo, 
Junior basketball and triathlon and 
earned third places in Junior water 
polo and tug-o-war. 


On the academic and cultural side 
there were also some excellent 
individual and House performances. 
Atter many years as bridesmaid we 
finally won the inter-house singing 
competition in a convincing fashion 
under the good orchestration of L 
Bhana. JN Sibanda won best Junior 
speaker. Sadly the Academic Chal- 
lenge Owl, so long our property has 
moved elsewhere. At Prize giving we 
were well represented academically as 
follows: 


Form 1 Good work : 

DRJ Westrop, N Tarisai, IH Stephenson 
Form 3 Form prize: JAC Soullier 
Art: JAC Soullier 
Good work : BRD Goodwin 
Form 4: Commerce: A Ebrahim 


History : BB Dube 

Form 6: Biology: | BP Leonard 
History : BRD Allardyce 
English : BRD Allardyce 
General paper : BRD Allardyce 
Business studies: NRC Wilson 
Current affairs : A Shroff 


Redecoration of Tredgold is under 
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way and will be complete by the start 
i next term. There are to be no 
structural changes, but the House will 
look smarter than it has done tor 
many a year. The gardens are looking 
good thanks to JN Stooks and our new 
gardener. Incidentally Mr Neube. the 
House gardener for many years has 
heen promoted to tractor driver. 


Special mention must be made of 
APB Heili. who during the third term, 
responded magnificently when Mr P 
Aust was bitten by a cobra at the 
snake club. His actions went a long 
way to helping save Mr Aust’s life. 
As always we are most grateful for 
our parents of Tredgold and friends 
for the interest and support they have 
shown for the House over the year. 
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Our thanks also go to Mr T Khumalo 
and Mr D van Wyk for their 
continued efforts in and around the 
House. 


In summary it has been a good year 
for Tredgold. Our thanks go to GDI 
Lendrum and the prefects who did a 
fine job of organization and leader- 

ship. We wish them and the leavers 
all the best for the future. 


WAR. 
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| Sport 97 


The athletics season was a great success even though it was hampered for a large part by heavy rains, causing the postpone- 
ment of some events. There were a number of impressive performances on the track, particularly in the sprint events. NL 
Ndebele ran a 10.4sec 100m at the National Sports Stadium, which was the fastest time in Zimbabwe in 1997. Altogether there 
were 14 records broken on Founders Day. The school athletics team won the Inter-School Relay meeting as well as the Falcon 
Invitational Meeting. The team was very well managed and captained by NL Ndebele. Thanks need to go to Dr H Cunningham 
and Mr O Munodawafa for coaching the athletes during the year, to Mr I Johnston and his kitchen staff for the provision of 
teas, lunch and juice at the various events, and to Mr A Coulson and his groundstaff who have kept the ground in near perfect 
condition for all the events. 


Special thanks need to go to Mrs J Lindner who has been responsible for the training of the top athletes in the college. Under 
her guidance the performances of these boys have achieved some excellent results. She has given much of her spare time in 
preparing the boys for zonal and provincial meetings around the country. 


The Season’s Results are as follows; 3rd Chubb 400 points 6th Oates 279 points 
Standards Inter-Schools Relays 

lst Hervey 51.8% 4th Founders 42.3% 1st Falcon 234.5 points Sth Hamilton 149.5 points 
2nd George Grey 44.9% Sth Tredgold 42.1% 2nd CBC 231 points 6th Milton 148.5 points 
3rd Chubb 44.7% 6th Oates 41.3% 3rd Northlea 195 points 7th Gifford 142.5 points 
Inter-House Relays 4th Plumtree 167 points 

lst Hervey 202 points 4th Tredgold 153 points Falcon Invitational Meeting 

2nd George Grey 189 points Sth= Founders 151 points 1st Falcon 5th Mzingwane 

3rd Oates 188 points Chubb 151 points 2nd CBC 6th Milton 

Founders Day 3rd Plumtree 7th Hamilton 

Ist Hervey 628 points 4th Founders 334 points 4th Northlea 8th Gifford 


2nd George Grey 584 points 5th Tredgold 282 points AG 


Athletics - 1997 


(Back Row) GP Mitchell, RJ Swales. WP McCullagh. WJ Smith, BC Simpson. AMH Cumming, MT Burke. LK Watambwa. 
(4th Row) APB Heili, SC Mashingaidze, I-A Esat. AS Jabavu, BR Nielson, MJ Whaley. GT Paunganwa. BA Watson, R 
Dhliwayo, TT Ncube, KB Chituku., 

GM Croxford, A Mureverwi. 

(3rd Row) AS Sithole. AJ Cumming. F Chivaura, RL Stotter, JM Musvosvi. M Nkala. T Moyo. MA Bryant. DB Swemmer, 
MS Mutsamwira, WB Ncube, RA Anderson. 

(Seated) DD Ebrahim, AR deN Lucas, M Newenya. NT Ravasingadi, Mr O Munodawatfa. Mr A Greenfield. NL Ndebele 
(Capt) Dr H Cunningham, DJ Whaley, MI Hale. C Mwaanga. M Nkala. 

(Front Row) TJ Sithole, T Dzwairo. EM Gwangwadza. JB Roselt. DS Williams. RL Swemmer. MA Gwaze. L Tsatsa. 

TH Springer, EC Mordt. 
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Basketball 


This has been one of the most successful seasons, in terms of results, commitment and the discipline from the players. The 1st 
team was a very strong unit. The team played very well throughout the year. 


During the first term, 1997, we played in the league at Founders High School as usual. Out of 15 games played, the first team 
won 13 and lost 2. — 


Our first term league results were as follows: 


vS Nkulumane won 74-6 vs Milton lost 29-41 
vs Founders won 71-29 vs St. Columbus won 50 - 25 
VS Gifford won 43 - 26 vs Orion College won 52-14 
vs Msitheli won 41 - 32 vs Luveve won 50 - 28 
VS Plumtree lost 35 - 38 Vs Northlea won 40 - 29 
vs Hamilton won 59 - 56 Vs CBC. won 32-12 
vs Foundation College won 49-10 VS Hillside Teachers College won 56 - 41 


The Ernie Noble Tournament was played during the Ist term. During this tournament, Falcon College was grouped with 
Northlea, [hlathi and Founders. Here we played in a round-robin. The results were as follows: 


VS Northlea won 29 - 20 
VS Thlathi lost 41-42 
vs Founders won 73-21 


Falcon College and Ihlathi, who beat Northlea, went to the Quarter Finals. We played Nkulumane and won 63 - 14. In the 
semi-finals we played Milton and lost 39 - 50. 


The following players were selected to play in the Provincial squad at Watershed College in April 1997; R. Dhliwayo (Capt.), 
M. Ngwenya, M. Ndlovu, N.A.T. Mtshiya, R. Ndoro, T. Bimha and E. Tobaiwa. During the Inter-Provincial tournament, R. 
Dhliwayo was selected for the U20 Zimbabwe squad and the Most Valuable Player (MVP) for the Matabeleland South 
Province. This was a fantastic achievement by our captain. 


3rd Term saw the College hosting the Carvalho Trophy which was contested by schools from Matabeleland South. The top 
school was to represent the province in the Layland Shield at Jameson High School, in Kadoma. This tournament attracted 
eight schools. The schools were divided into two groups. Falcon College was grouped with Cyrene, Thekwane and 
Phakamani. The results were as follows: 


VS Cyrene won St = 29 
VS Thekwane won 29 -27 
VS Phakamani won 43-17 


Falcon won in this group. We met Plumtree in the final to 
decide who would take the province in the Layland Shield. 
This was a closely fought game but Falcon eventually beat 
the stubborn Plumtree 25 - 21. Here, I would like to single 

ut M. Ngwenya and L. Coventry who played a pivotal 
role. 


At the Layland Shield in Kadoma we played against 
Kutama, Gokomere and Marist Brothers (Inyanga). We 
Jid not do well in the group. We ended seventh in this 
tournament. 


Junior basketball has attracted many players in the 
College. The U16 team played very well this year. The 
‘eam played the following games: 


vs Milton won 8-14 

vs CBC. won Zoe 23 

es Northlea lost 2-20 

vs Msitheli lost 2-18 Basketball - U/16 

rs Poumalers.. diel el set (Standing L — R) M.J. Springer, S.T. Munyati, Mr T. Khumalo, 
i Hamilton lis 22-14 T. V. Moyo. N. Gyekye, R.M. Khumalo (in front) M. Mtwale. 
s Northlea lost Q-17 

vs Plumtree won 0- 6 

VS Thlathi won 4-13 Winners of the 1997 De Jong trophy after beating C.B.C. This is 


a provincial tourney for schools in Matabeleland. 
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The U16 team took part in the 
Meikles Trophy at Founders High 
School during the 3rd term. The 
results were as follows: 

vs Msitheli won 27-15 
VS CBAC, won 28-18 
they met Northlea in the semi-final 
and lost 20 - 28, to the eventual 
winners of the trophy. 


The U15 played exceptionally well. 


The year’s results were as follows: 


vs Gifford lost 18-21 
vs Milton won 21-12 
vs Founders won 21-12 
vs Northlea won 25-20 
us BEC, won 14- 8 
vs Founders won 12- 6 
vs Northlea drew 6- 6 
vs Plumtree won 25- 0 
vs Thlathi won 14- 2 


The U15 team also took part in the De 
Jong Trophy at Founders High 
School. They played and won the 
following matches: 


vs Northlea won 10-9 

vs C.B.C. won 14-13 
(semi-final) 

vs Sizane won 36-24 
(finals) 


Therefore this team was the winner of 
the 1997 De Jong Trophy. 


Inter house basketball has grown to be 
very popular in the College. Oates 
won the senior competition and 
Chubb won the junior competition. 
1997 was, therefore, a very successful 
year. The following players received 
the following awards for the 1997 
season: 


“50° Club : 


J. Mhlanga (re-award) L. Coventry, 
W. Takavarasha, G. Paunganwa. 


Colours : 

M. Newenya (re-award), T. Bimha 
(re-award) R. Ndoro, E. Tobaiwa, 
T.R. Girdler-Brown. 


Honours : 
M. Ndlovu, R. Dhliwayo. 


I wish basketball well in the College. 
TAK, 


Basketball - 1997 


(Standing L — R) W. Takavarasha, J. Mhlanga, T.R. Girdler-Brown, L. Coventry, R. Ndoro, NAT Mtshiya, NM Dube, 


G. Paunganwa. 


(Sitting L —- R) M Ngwenya, T. Bimha, T. Khumalo (Esq) R. Dhliwayo (Capt) O. Munodawafa (Esq) E. Tobaiwa, M. Ndlovu 


Cricket Ist XI - 1997 


(Standing L — R) H. Griffiths (scorer) J. Crouch, M. Fleming, M. Munson, A. Lucas, G. Ewing, G. Croxford. I. Coulson. 
(Sitting L - R) M. Nkala, C. Munson, R. King (capt) Mr. D. Grant, N. Ferreira, G. Lendrum, D. Ebrahim. 


Cricket 


1997 has been another good year for 
Falcon cricket. All the teams did 
themselves justice, and there is 
encouraging depth in the College. 
We managed to play more cricket 
than most in the first term, despite the 
goods rains, and the boys enjoyed 
their sport. 


At all levels, there was a refreshing 
attacking outlook. This may even 
have cost the College the odd game, 
but far better to lose trying to win and 
play the game worthily than to settle 
for a timid draw and kill the game. 
Such an approach produces enjoyable 
cricket, and this nurtures enthusiastic 
cricketers. One only has to look at the 
use made of our practice facilities 
during the boy’s free time to know 
that our boys ARE enthusiastic. 


An innovation was the use of Mr 
Fleming as a coaching co-ordinator. 
His expertise has become the property 
of everyone, and the opportunity for 
more one-on-one work with indi- 
vidual players has been of great value. 
We are fortunate to have such exper- 
ise and commitment in the College. 
and our thanks are due to Dave for all 
hat he has done. 


As always, a great many thanks are 
due. Al Coulson and his grounds statf 
lave Maintained a very high standard 
in providing our facilities. lan 
Johnston and his caterers have 
responded willingly to all our needs. 
A very real thank you is due to the 


unsung heroes - the staff who put so 
much time and effort into the devel- 
opment of cricket at the College. A 
sincere thank you to Dave Fleming. 
Colin Martin, Mike Cumming. 
Richard Harrison, Tony Bancroft, 
Andrew Greenfield, Gerald Lindner, 
Will Randle and Stewart Coulson. 
These men ARE Falcon cricket, for 
without them no schoolboy talent 
could be nurtured at all. And finally - 
thank you to our Bursar, Lew Watson, 
and his staff for seeing to our trans- 
port needs so efficiently. 


The following players received 
national honours this year: 


ZIMBABWE U19 TOUR OF 
ENGLAND: 

NR FERREIRA 

M NKALA 


ZIMBABWE U18 TEAM TO 
COCA-COLA WEEK 
(SOUTH AFRICA): 

NR FERREIRA 

M NKALA 

DD EBRAHIM 


ZIMBABWE U16 TEAM TO 
P.G. BISON WEEK 
(SOUTH AFRICA) 

M BRYANT 

M FERREIRA 


ZIMBABWE U1I4 TEAM TO 
STANDARD BANK WEEK 
(SOUTH AFRICA) : 

C BROWNLEE 

M JOHNS 

R SWEMMER 


House cricket : Senior - Founders, 
Junior - George Grey 


Ist XI 


The team began the year by participat- 
ing in the festival at Selborne College 
in East London. This was a very 
important event for the team, and I 
believe it paved the way for the 
success that followed. The results 
were poor, but a young and inexperi- 
enced team knitted together very 
quickly as a result of this baptism of 
fire, and as they developed confidence 
they became a very competent unit. 
Eight of the side will be returning 
next year, which is a very strong 
foundation to build on. 


The team played confident. attacking 
cricket once they had settled down. 
The batting was dominated by the 
“old guard” of Ryan King and Neil 
Ferreira, who achieved five consecu- 
tive opening partnerships of over fifty 
in the third term, including one spell 
of 303 runs without being parted. 
Dion Ebrahim played some solid 
damp wicket innings in the first term, 
and then some dynamic hard wicket 
knocks in the third. Mluleki Nkala 
began to produce good runs in the 
third term. Few other batsmen had 
the opportunity to shine as the year 
progressed, but Michael Munson 
produced an excellent century against 
St. Georges and is maturing into a 
good player. Craig Munson produced 
three good innings in the latter stages 
of the year. 


The bowling was not particularly 
penetrative if Nkala did not break 
through. He is a hostile and danger- 
ous strike bowler, and he produced 
three match winning performances 
during the year. James Crouch and 
Alex Lucas provided adequate seam 
support. The spin combination of 
Craig Munson, Gavin Ewing and Iain 
Coulson did a lot of bowling. They 
received flat track drubbings from St. 
Georges and Lomagundi, but they 
learned their lessons, and when they 
bowled the right line to the right fields 
they were effective. Ryan King’s 
captaincy developed impressively in 
this regard, and he deserves commen- 
dation for the way he learned from 
experience. The fielding was very 
poor in the early stages of both terms, 
but hard practice paid off and they 
ended the year a very competent 
fielding team indeed. The difference 
between their performances against 
St. Georges and Lomagundi at the 
start of the third term and then against 
Peterhouse later in the term was 
dramatic. Michael Fleming tried hard 
and made discernible progress as 
wicket-keeper. The team always 
bounced back from their hard mo- 
ments, and absorbed their lessons 
well. The result was a good year for 
Falcon College cricket - faithfully and 
accurately recorded by our scorer, HJ 
Griffiths. Well done to them all. 


AWARDS 

HONOURS — RJ KING 
NR FERREIRA, 
CW MUNSON 

COLOURS DDEBRAHIM, 
M NKALA 


“50° CLUB — I COULSON, (e-award), 
M FLEMING, (te-award), 
A LUCAS (re-award), 

G CROXFORD, 
J CROUCH, 
GEWING, 
G LENDRUM, 
M MUNSON 


Also played, G BROWN, 
C KENNEDY, 
M McKILLOP. 
C McCALLUM. 
T MADONDO. 
D THOMPSON 


RESULTS: 


SELBORNE FESTIVAL: 


vs DALE : Falcon 129, Dale 123, Falcon won by 6 runs 

vs SELBORNE : Falcon 115, Selborne 116-3, Falcon lost by 7 wickets 

vs AUCKLAND COLLEGE : Auckland 243 - 5, Falcon 198, Falcon lost by 45 runs 
vs GREY : Grey 146 - 5, Falcon 87 - 7, Falcon lost by 59 runs 

vs PETERHOUSE : Falcon 125, Peterhouse 126 - 1, Falcon lost by 9 wickets 


FIRST TERM : 
B97 
PLUMTREE (Home) 


8.2.97 
C.B.C. (Home) 


16.2.97 
C.B.C. (Home) 


22,39) 
PETERHOUSE (Away) 


23.2.97 
PETERHOUSE (Away) 


PRINCE EDWARD FESTIVAL 


vs ST. GEORGES 


vs NORWICH (U.K.) 


vs PRINCE EDWARD 


THIRD TERM : 


69797 
LOMAGUNDI (Home) 


13.997 
PLUMTREE (Away) 


Falcon 171 (Croxford 61) 
Plumtree 127 (Coulson 3-20) 
Falcon won by 44 runs 


C.B.C. 146 (Nkala 6-44, Ewing 3-27) 
Falcon 149-5 (Ebrahim 43, King 38) 
Falcon won by 5 wickets 


C.B.C. 104 (Nkala 4-16) 
Falcon 111-5 
Falcon won by 5 wickets 


Peterhouse 221 (Ewing 3-48) 
Falcon 204-6 (Ebrahim 51, Ewing 40 not out) 
Match drawn 


Peterhouse 133 (Nkala 3-9, C Munson 3-28) 
Falcon 135-7 (King 35 not out) 
Falcon won by 3 wickets 


St. Georges 327-6 dec. 

Falcon 248-1 (M Munson 115 not out. 
Ebrahim 101 not out) 

Match drawn 


Falcon 207-7 dec. (Croxtord 49, C Munson 48, 
Ebrahim 40) Norwich 208-6 (Lucas 4-63) 
Falcon lost by 4 wickets 

Falcon 209-7 (C Munson 64 not out) 


Prince Edward 143 (McCallum 3-28) 
Falcon won by 66 runs 


Lomagundi 285-1 dec. 
Falcon 184-6 (Nkala 68 not out. Ebrahim 40) 
Match drawn 


Plumtree 98 (Ewing 3-18) 
Falcon 99-0 (Ferreira 44 not out. 
King 38 not out) 

Falcon won by 10 wickets 
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20.9.97 
C.B.C. (Home): 


21,.9-9i7 
ST. CHARLES (Home): 


4.10.97 
PETERHOUSE (Home): 


5.10.97 
PETERHOUSE (Home): 


11.10.97 
MILTON (Home) : 


26.10.97 
C.B.C. (Away): 


2ND XI: 


The 2nd XI produced some fine 
cricket. Led by Rory Travers-Drapes, 
all the players produced the goods at 
some stage. It is clear that there is a 
promising depth of talent in the 
College at present. The highlights of 
the year were centuries by Gordon 
Brown and Taf Madondo, but Mike 
McKillop, Imran Esat and Rory 
Travers-Drapes made strong contribu- 
tions, Campbell McCallum dominated 
the bowling, but again - everyone 
played a part and no big scores were 
posted against them. A cheerful, 
attacking team who deserved their 
success. 


3RD XI: 


The fixtures with Peterhouse ended at 
a home win apiece. The experiment 
of playing the team in the Bulawayo 
Reserve League was continued, and 
has proved to be a very worthwhile 
exercise. The players enjoy the 
games, and they face a good standard 
of cricket on a regular basis. Above 
all - they are actually playing cricket. 
which ts all too seldom the case at 
present. 


C.B.C. 124 (Ewing 4-42, C Munson 4-23) 


Falcon 126-0 (King 68 not out, Ferreira 52 not out) 


Falcon won by 10 wickets 


St. Charles 186-7 dec. 


Falcon 191-1 (Ferreira 81 not out, Ebrahim 80 not out) 


Falcon won by 9 wickets 


Peterhouse 101 (Nkala 4-19) 


Falcon 103-2 (Ferreira 46 not out, King 37) 


Falcon won by 8 wickets 


Peterhouse 187-6 
Falcon won by 76 runs 


Milton 148 (Ewing 3-15) 


Falcon 263-7 dec. (Ferreira 78, Ebrahim 68, Nkala 54) 


Falcon 151-1 (M Munson 83 not out, C Munson 38 not out) 


Falcon won by 9 wickets 


Falcon 274-8 (King 110, Nkala 54) 


C.B.C. 203 (Coulson 5-24) 
Falcon won by 71 runs 


UNDER 16: 


The under 16A team is not a particu- 
larly strong one on paper, but the 
value of hard work and not giving up 
is reflected in the fact that they have 
only lost twice in their three years 
from U14 to U16. Michael Bryant 
has been the dominant player with bat 
and ball, but Ferreira. Swemmer, 
Chadzamira, Lucas, Blythe-Wood, 
Mureverwi and Stewart have all had 
their moments. Congratulations to 
Mike Bryant and Mike Ferreira on 
gaining national selection in this age 
group. 


The B team had an enjoyable year. 
and generally a successful one. 


UNDER 15: 


Like the little girl, when they are 
good..! There is undoubted talent in 
this team, and when they put it 
together - as they did against 
Peterhouse this term - they can be 
formidable. The message is the same 
as last year - when they collectively 
believe in themselves they will be a 


good side rather than a promising one. 


Mark Staunton produced some fine 
batting. and Brendon Joubert became 
a model of consistency as the year 
progressed. He is the most improved 
player in the team. Barry Kennedy. 
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Keith Ewing, Austen Corken and 
Andrew Cumming all had their days 
with the ball. Corken’s potential as an 
all rounder will be realised when he 
brings discipline into his batting - his 
bowling is good. 


The B team outplayed all their 
opposition, and is a very useful team 
indeed. 


UNDER 1/4: 


This is a very nice little team, who 
developed well and played a high 
standard of cricket. Dylan Williams, 
Charles Brownlee, Alan Minter- 
Brown, Michael Johns and Richard 
Swemmer were regular run scorers. 
Owen Grobler was the leading wicket 
taker, but Brownlee, Minter-Brown, 
Johns, Swemmer, Fawcett and 
Williams all had good days with the 
ball. There is depth and all round 
ability in this team that augurs very 
well for the future. Charles Brownlee, 
Michael Johns and Richard Swemmer 
are congratulated on gaining national 
selection in this age group. 

The B team showed that there is depth 
in this age group. We look forward to 
more good cricket from these young- 
sters in the years ahead. 


DG 


Cross Country 
Captain : RNC Wilson, Tredgold 


This year can perhaps be regarded as 
a vintage year for cross country. 
Tremendous individual runs were 
recorded and, following a suggestion 
by Mr Wiil Randle, Housemaster of 
Tredgold, more boys than ever were 
competitively involved. The in- 
creased number involved makes team 
effort more important than individual 
talent. 


Three House trophies were contested; 
the Senior Course Cup, the Junior 
Long course Cup and the Relay Cup. 


N. Wilson takes the baton 


In the first two Cups, every boys at 
Falcon participates. This year for the 
first time. the first 100 runners in cach 
event contributed points to their 
House's tally. 


They're off! The start of the senior cross country race 


The results of these two events were as follows: 
Junior Long Course Individual Cup Winner 


House Cup 


Senior Long Course Individual Cup Winner 


House Cup 


Wheeler (Oates) 
Hervey 

Wilson (Tredgold) Time = 21:13 
Hervey 


Time = 22:06 


A week later, the Relay cup was contested. Teams of 4 are entered. From each 
House. there are 2 teams A & B from the Juniors and 2 teams A & B from the 
Seniors. Although there is a mass start, the Juniors and Seniors race their own 
legs separately. Finally, the points from both legs are combined to produce the 


overall winner. The results were as follows: 


Junior leg 


Leading House 
Senior leg 


Leading House 
Overall Cup Winner George Grey 


Fastest individual 


Fastest individual 


M Wheeler (Oates) Time = 12:12 
(record) 
George Grey 
M Hale (Oates) Time = 11:29 
(record) 
Hervey 


Well done to Hervey. George Grey. Wilson and the Oates duo Wheeler and Hale 
who both broke their course records in the Relay competition. 


PEG. 


Golf Team - 1997 


(Back L — R) AG. Minter-Brown, G. McKechnie, SM. Broadbent, ML. Lewis, MR. Johns. 


(Front L — R) PD. Johnson, MD. Parsons, Mr J. Dooner, AR. Johnson, JAC Soutllier. 


Golf 


This year was a very quiet one for the 
first team. We played one match in 
the first term against Kearsney 
College, a touring side from South 
Africa. The tournament, a match-play 
event, was played at Bulawayo 
Country Club and Falcon were 
successful in beating them 6 wins to 
3. We did not enter any of the inter- 
school tournaments as it was deemed 
to be too far to travel to Harare for 
one match played on the Sunday 
afternoon. This entails a return to the 
college on Monday, thereby missing 
not only Saturday sport but also 
Monday lessons. 


The handicaps of the players im- 
proved dramatically over the year. 
This was in no small measure due to 
Mr Frank Parsons and the Bulawayo 
Country Club, who made it possible 
for the first team to practice every 
Thursday at B.C.C.. Our thanks also 
go to Mr Parsons for his kind dona- 
tion of the first team kit, it was 
definitely the best we ve had. On 
behalf of the Falcon College golf club 
members | would like to thank Mr 
Gausden, Mr Dooner. Mr Parsons and 
Mrs. Soullier for their efforts in the 
smooth running of the Junior Golf 


Sundays and for the organisation of 
Matabeleland Junior Golf. Also to 
Gary Taylor for taking time out to 
coach our first team. 


The inter-house tournament was also 
played at Country Club and Chubb 
House rose to the occasion to become 
House Champions. 


Results: 


inter-House Champions — 
Smart Trophy: 
Oates 


Best nett and most Stableford points — 
T. Schuil 


Best Gross — 
Hutchings Trophy: 
M. Parsons 


This year we were very proud to have 
three Matabeleland representatives, 
who played in the inter-provincial 
tournament in Harare. They were: 
M. Parsons, A. Johnson and 
S.Broadbent. J. Soullier was eligible 
to play for the side but was away on 
holiday at the me. M. Parsons also 
represented the Matabeleland men’s 
side and played several tournaments 
for them, 


37 


Rodney Mackay on the green 


Awards: 

50 Club A. Johnson, J. Soullier 
Honours M. Parsons 

Finally I would like to thank Mr 
Dooner for a very successful year and 
wish everyone the best for 1998. 


MDP 


Ist Team Hockey — 97 


After having a successful 1996 
season, in which the team was 
unbeaten, big things were expected of 
the team with nine of the 1996 team 
returning. The team played during the 
JARDAVY Easter Tournament at the 
Khumalo Stadium. This was good 
practice for those concerned, and 
helped develop the pattern of play that 
was to be used during the season. In 
this regard I would like to thank Mr. 
P. Van Zyl and Mr. Iverson for the 
assistance in getting the Falcon team 
an entry into the tournament. The 
regular season saw Falcon fielding 
one of the strongest teams ever. The 
season ended with having beaten 
every Zimbabwe school we played. 
The only draw of the season was 
against Kings School, Canterbury. 
The Ist XI now have a proud record 
of having arun of 44 consecutive 
games without a loss in games 
without a loss in games played in 
Zimbabwe. The last loss suffered was 
during the first weekend of the second 
term 1995. I believe that much of this 
record stems from the coaching the 
feeder teams receive from Mr. G 
Macdonald with the Ui6 team. and 
Mr. D. Fleming with the 3rd team. 
Both these coaches with a wealth of 
experience in the game. are able to 


Hockey — 1997 
(Front L— R) I-A. Esat, G. Croxford, R. Finch, B. Love, M. Mckillop, R. Buchan. 
(Back L — R) G. Lendrum, R. King, N. Ferreira, Mr A. Greenfield, 
R. Travers-Drapes, K. Worthington. 


instil a disciplined and thinking 
approach to playing the game. These 
are two of the traits that have been 
clearly evident over the last season in 
the first team game. 


The strength of the team did not stem 
from individual skills, but from eleven 
men playing as a team. Whenever 
players started to play as individuals. 
we suddenly started struggling. The 
three strikers improved as the season 
progressed. All three main strikers 
were inexperienced at 1st team level. 
but managed to score goals at vital 
times. K Worthington developed 
tremendously over the season. His 
constant high work rate around the 
field enabled him to score many goals 
this season. I-A Esat showed great 
skill and pace on the right often 
setting up goal scoring opportunities 
for the other strikers. W. Takavarasha 
scored a number of vital goals when 
coming on as a substitute. The 
midfield was controlled by M 
McKillop who showed great vision in 
distributing the ball. His occasional 
individual runs through the midfield 
often penetrated the opposition 
defence. R. Travers-Drapes and R. 
King linked very well with their 
respective strikers as well as with 
Mckillop in the centre midfield. These 
three players in the midfield were 
superb as a unit and linked with the 


defence very well. The defensive unit, 
three backs and a sweeper were 
outstanding this season. There was 
virtually nothing that could penetrate 
through the defence. G Lendrum 
showed good temperament as 
sweeper, and sometimes was the only 
plaver defending against the opposi- 
tion strikers. He showed good antici- 
pation of the opposition’s play. His 
work rate was always high, getting 
back to cover the defence. R. Finch 
showed great improvement this 
season. His very basic style of play 
made him the bane of many right 
wings in the country. His presence of 
mind to stop and clear the ball up field 
released pressure from the defence 
and goalkeeper. R. Buchan showed 
great commitment and determination 
on the field. He developed into a very 
hard tackler. B. Love I believe is 
underrated as a ‘keeper. Over the last 
two seasons, he has very seldom been 
under pressure during a game. As a 
result of not having to save too many 
shots at goal, he has struggled to 
concentrate for the whole game. 
However he has always done the job 
under pressure. 


Overall the season has been a success. 
Every member of the side either 
played Zimbabwe U16 or 
Matabeleland U18. As usual. there are 
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always people to thank. Firstly, to Mr. 
A. Coulson and his groundstatf for the 
preparation of the fields for home 
games. To Mr. I Johnston for teas and 
juice. To Mr. Macdonald and Mr. 
Fleming for their umpiring of certain 
games. To the parents for the support 
of their sons both here and in Harare. 


Hockey 


Falcon College Hockey has gone from 
strength to strength, especially at the 
senior levels. Of 39 matches played 
by senior teams this season 34 were 
won, 3 drawn and only 2 lost. This is 
a fairly good season's work in any- 
one's book. The junior age groups 
have not fared quite as well, losing 14 
of their 51 matches. 


The Mini league competition was 
closely contested with Chubb House 
narrowly winning the event. The 
Interhouse competition was run on 
slightly different rules this year. In 
order to encourage more exciting play 
and higher goal scores and to reduce 
the chance of point draws with final 
positions being decided on goal 
averages, a bonus system was intro- 
duced. In this system an extra point 
was awarded for scoring more than 4 
goals and also for losing by only one 
goal. Ironically, in the Senior compe- 
tuition this led to Oates House winning 
all its matches, but scoring very few 
Donus points, and tying on points with 
Hervey who lost one match but gained 
bonus points in all but one of its 
matches. The winners were deter- 
mined on goal averages to be Hervey 
House. 


Ryan King shooting for goals 


A number of boys and staff attended a 
very interesting and informative 
course on umpiring given by Gavin 
Stephens of the Matabeleland Hockey 
Board. Feedback suggests that those 
players who attended now have a very 
much better understanding of the 
interpretation of the rules of the game 
and feel it has benefited them both as 
players as well as umpires. 


In the junior age groups M.J. Springer 
(U15) showed outstanding skills and 
leadership on the field, while V.C. 
Hlabangana (U16) honed his already 
good talents to such an extent that he 
earned himself the Most Improved 
Junior Player award. 


Results 


In addition the following results 
against non-standard Junior teams 
were recorded: 


U 16C vs Gifford U16 D 2-2 
U 16C vs Gifford U16 L 1-0 
U 15C vs Gifford U15 W 5-0 


The Ist Team won all the matches in 
the two tournaments in which they 
participated; scores are given below: 


St Georges W 3-2 
Peter House W 4-0 
Prince Edward W 1-0 
Watershed W 3-1 
Watershed W 1-0 
Prince Edward W 2-0 
Midlands Christian College W 5-0 
Awards 

Mini League winners: Chubb 


Senior Interhouse Cup: Hervey 
Junior Interhouse Cup: George Grey 
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Most Improved Senior Players: 
R.P. Finch & K.D. Worthington 
Most Improved Junior Player: 
V.C. Hlabangana 

50 Club: 

G.M. Croxford, W.T. Takavarasha 
Colours: : 

R.J. Buchan, I.-A. Esat, R. P. Finch, 
K. D. Worthington 

Honours: 

N. R. Ferreira, RJ. King, 

G.D.1. Lendrum, B.J. Love, M.G 
McKillop, R.K. Travers-Drapes 


Representation: 

Matabeleland U16: 

M.A. Bryant, G.M. Croxford, 

I-A. Esat, M.G. Munson, G.D. Whiley 
Matabeleland U18A: 

R.J. Buchan, I.-A. Esat, R.J. King, 
G.D.I. Lendrum, B.J. Love, 

M.G. McKillop, R.K. Travers-Drapes, 
K.D. Worthington 

Matabeleland U18 

B:R.P. Finch 

Zimbabwe U16: 

M.A. Bryant, G.M. Croxford, I-A. 
Esat, M.G. McKillop 

Zimbabwe U18: 

I-A. Esat, R.J. King, G.D.I. Lendrum, 
M.G. McKillop 

Zimbabwe Schools: 

BJ. Love, R.K. Travers-Drapes 
Zimbabwe U21: 

G.D.I, Lendrum, M.G. McKillop. 


RBH. 


First XV Rugby 


1997 has been a watershed year for 
Falcon Rugby. Andy Laing and the 
Falcon Rugby Club enabled us to 
bring up lan Macintosh, former 
Springbok and current Natal coach, 
for a weekend clinic in January. Andy 
had proposed bringing in a well 
known coach last year and through his 
energetic efforts and the generosity of 
the Rugby Club (Andy’s brainchild), 
it all came about. The Headmaster 
spoke to “Mac” while on leave last 
year; he indicated his willingness to 
help and, in spite of his wife’s recent 
illness, we had him to ourselves for an 
entire weekend, leading to a rejuvena- 
tion of rugby concepts and an instant 
flow of enthusiasm on the part of the 
coaching staff and boys. There were 
other spin-offs relating to sportsman- 
ship, team spirit and leadership which 
had an impact on the college in 
general not just rugby. All in all, it 
was an exiting and constructive 
occasion and which we were privi- 
leged indeed to enjoy. Very few of the 
boys will forget Mac’s query of 
“What are you, you little ...... ?” when 
a silly mistake was made. One ot the 
boys even invented a new pass, 
according to Mac. Enough said. We 
were very grateful to lan Mac, the 
Headmaster, Andy Laing and the 
Rugby Club. In April, Michaelhouse 
came up for a flying pre-season 
coaching and educational trip. The 
Natal techniques which had been 
picked up before were reinforced. 
Andy Vincent, John Tratford (ex 
Peterhouse) and Gavin Reid were 
great company and good sources of 


Ist XV Rugby — 1997 
(Seated I. — R) N.T. Ravasingadi, C. W. Munson, M. Ngwenya, R. Dhliwayo, E. L Tobaiwa. Mr G.E. Lindner, T. J. Bimha. 

Mr M. A. Cumming, A.R. deN Lucas, S.J. Oosthuizen, C.N. Mathonsi, G.P. Mitchell, L.C. Stanton. 

(Standing L — R) D.B. Nyoni, B.G. Jenkins, C.LM. Kennedy, M. Ndlovu, C.D. Middleton, A.M.H. Cumming, R.N. Wilson, L.E. Coventry, 
W.S.R. Rosier, D. Ebrahim, G.P. Richmond, K.B. Chituku, J.A. Buchanan. 


rugby lore. The Michaelhouse boys 
also got on well with the Falcon boys 
even though they were streets ahead 
preparation wise. There were already 
signs that the Michaelhouse XV 
would be formidable and this was 
borne out by a very successful season 
for them. The next development of 
note was the camp held at Lilfordia 
before the Prince Edward Festival. 
This was kindly arranged by Francis 
Rosier, with the Campbells very much 
in support. To take a squad of 26 boys 
with supporting staft during the 
holidays was a formidable exercise, 
but the welcome was warm, the 
hospitality outstanding and the food 
great. Even the gargantuan appetite of 
Clive Mathonsi, ex-Lilfordia boy 
himself. was satisfied. Ian Neilsen, of 
the same era as Heath Streak, will- 
ingly gave up time to come across and 
give the squad the benefit of his 
experience with Natal and in Aus- 
tralia. His help with continuity and 
forward play contributed much to the 
success of the team later on - again, 
we are grateful and hope that he will 
be available to assist in 1998. Local 
parents. the Whaleys. the Jenkins and 
the Hales also contributed to a braai 
held at the Hales’ dam at the end of 
the week. We are indeed fortunate to 
have such good triends and parents. 


The Prince Edward Festival itself was 
disappointing tor Falcon. The first 
match resulted in a hard fought draw 
with Academia, from Namibia. Elmo 
Tobaiwa and Mthokozisi Ngwenya 
(2) showed early promise by scoring 
tries. but several try-scoring opportu- 
. In the match situation 
led to pul into practice 


nities were lost 
the team strug 
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some of the new techniques picked 
up, but there were encouraging signs 
of good support and high skill levels. 
The second match, against Technical 
from Namibia. was narrowly lost 13- 
16. It was disappointing in that Falcon 
displayed a certain amount of over- 
confidence, underestimating Techni- 
cal and allowing them to score late in 
the game. The match against Church- 
ill on the final day of the festival was 
something of a disaster. The majority 
of the Churchill players were more 
mature, physically. bigger and more 
robust than the Falcon team. They 
dominated the set pieces and brushed 
off tackles with ease. There were 
several injuries. including one to Dion 
Ebrahim. who dislocated his little 
finger so severely that he was later to 
lose the last joint. [t kept him out of 
rugby for most of the season. The 
final score of 0-22 reflected the nature 
of the deteat. 


In the past. after suffering defeats at 
the festival, motivation in the ensuing 
weeks has been difficult. This year it 
may have seemed that all the work put 
into leading up to the festival had 
been of no avail. but this was not to be 
so. The team spirit built up at 
Lilfordia. the sage words of lan Mac 
ringing in their ears and the leadership 
of Takunda Bimha came to the fore 
for the XV. Practices were to be 
disciplined. high pressured and above 
all enjoyable. These were the cr‘teria 
for the season and the response was 
tremendous. A display of committed. 
attractive running 15-man rugby 
resulted in a 38-14 win against Milton 
on the first Saturday of the season 
proper. Ngwenya scored another two 


National rugby representatives 


tries, as did Raymond Dhliwayo on 
the right wing. The forwards also got 
into the act with Lindon Stanton and 
Johannes Oosthuizen both scoring. A 
new kicker was found in “Katt” 
Bimha, who put over 4 conversions. 
Grant Mitchell, who moved to fly half 
to replace Dion Ebrahim, also made 
his mark by putting the backs away 
superbly. Important features of the 
game were Falcon’s continuity and 
hall retention - 43 rucks and mauls 
were won as opposed to Milton's 24. 


For the sake of brevity it is necessary 
to mention only major features of the 
season thereafter. A steady trickle of 
new equipment, which had started 
netore the Festival, allowed for use of 
more and more of Natal’s coaching 
techniques. Andy Laing and Lex 
Lucas kindly arranged 40 rucking 
pads and eight tackle bags, invaluable 
for coaching throughout the College, 
and, again, financed by the Falcon 
Rugby Club. A new and much more 
sophisticated scrumming machine 
appeared, thanks to Andy Laing. The 
doys responded well. There were two 
zood wins against Piumtree, at the 
Matabeleland Trials at Hartsfield, and 
CBC, at C B C during the week. That 
match, which was won 29-0, was one 
it the high points of the season. 
Everything came together and Falcon 
completely dominated even though 
several key players including 
Takunda Bimha were sidelined. 
Some of the moves by the backs were 
awesome, with Elmo Tobaiwa again 
scoring two tries. Thirteen members 

t the team attended the Interprovin- 
etal and Final Trials held at Prince 


Edward, having been selected for 
Matabeleland South ‘A’ XV or the 
Selectors XV. Others were selected 
for Matabeleland South ‘B’ XV. 
Takunda Bimha, Elmo Tobaiwa, 
Mthokozisi Ngwenya and Alex Lucas 
were all selected for the Zimbabwe 
Schools U20 Craven week squad, 
while Lindon Stanton and Johannes 
Oosthuizen later represented the 
Zimbabwe Schools U20 ‘B’ XV in 
Pretoria. Spirits were dampened 
somewhat by a 20-44 defeat by 
Lomagundi College at Lomagundi. 
Falcon was leading at half-time, but 
overconfidence and weak midfield 
defense allowed the Lomagundi backs 
to dominate in the second half. This 
was followed by good wins against 
Prince Edward (12-7) at home and 
Plumtree (24-8) over Old Boys’ 
weekend. An exicting 18 all draw 
against Graeme College from 
Grahamstown during a midweek 
game ensued. The Falcon defence was 
tested to the limit by the highly skilled 
and sophisticated Graeme team - a 
late try in the corner by left wing 
Ngoni Ravasingadi saved the day. For 
the next two matches, against C B C 
and Alexandra from Natal, Falcon 
was without its Craven Week players 
including both captain and vice- 
captain. Raymond Dhliwayo stepped 
into the breach most ably and two 
wins were recorded. The match 
against Alexandra (16-10) was 
apparently very exiting with superb 
defence by Falcon once again. A 17- 
15 victory against St Georges was 
recorded. with the backs again scoring 
all the tries and this was followed by 
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two defeats, to St Johns 13-15 and 
Peterhouse at Peterhouse 6-22. In the 
St Johns match they did the unex- 
pected, gaining tactical advantage by 
spreading the ball wide very quickly 
and scoring two quick tries. Falcon 
recovered in the second half, but were 
unable to make up the deficit. The 
final match against Peterhouse was 
exciting with Falcon dominating the 
first half, but failing to convert 
pressure to points. Peterhouse scored 
late in the first half and then piled on 
the pressure, urged on by their Old 
Boys, to score a well-deserved 
victory. 


A brief review of the regular Ist XV 
players performances must now be 
made. T J Bimha led by example at all 
times, establishing high standards of 
dress and discipline at practices as 
well as creating a competitive, co- 
operative and enjoyable atmosphere. 
He also ensured the Ist XV players 
supported the junior sides wherever 
possible. It was a pleasure for all of us 
to go to practices. E L Tobaiwa 
emerged as one of the most exciting 
full backs in recent years at Falcon. 
He also led by example, initiating 
some magnificent moves and tackling 
fiercely. M Ngwenya fulfilled much 
of the potential he showed last year, 
running with great power at centre 
and tackling very hard. AR de N 
Lucas developed well at No. 8, played 
his way into the Craven Week squad 
with his hard running and rock-like 
defence and then played in all three 
matches at Craven Week. He is an 
exciting prospect. S J Oosthuizen 
played well at lock, deserved his 
selection tor the Zimbabwe Schools 


Psyched up and ready for fire 


Daniel Jones (U14) making a run for posts 


U20 ‘B’ XV, but was injury-prone. 

LC Stanton, also selected for Zimba- 
bwe Schools U20 ‘B’ was a mobile 
and aggressive hooker with a good 
strike. C N Mathonsi worked hard to 
improve his mobility and provided a 
solid bulwark in the front row. C W 
Munson played out of position at 
prop, but worked extremely hard in 
that technically difficult position. His 
enthusiasm, optimism and never-say- 
die attitude were admirable. L E 
Coventry, in his first season at this 
level, developed well as a lock and 
will be very useful next year. AM H 
Cumming, the “baby” of the team, 
came on very well at blindside flank, 
catching the notice of the selectors at 
trials. G P Richmond had a sound 
season at scrum-half, gaining confi- 
dence with each game and providing a 
good service to the backs. G P 
Mitchell was one of the finds of the 
season. He moved into the fly-half 
berth and worked assiduously to 
develop the skills required for that 
difficult position. His goal kicking 
improved steadily and his tactical 
kicking led to several tries by the 
wings. His vision was such that his 
back line was seldom caught behind 
the gain line. At times he was criti- 
cised for not releasing the ball to the 
backs often enough, but he was 
playing to instructions and taking 
heed of Ian Mac’s tactics. WSR 
Rosier was a good distributor at inside 
centre, forming a good understanding 
with his fly-half. His defence was 
however suspect on occasion. N T 
Ravasingadi, on the left wing. scored 
some very good tries, working in very 
little space and taking his opportuni- 
ties well. R Dhliwayo on the right 


wing became 
more aggressive 
and powerful as 
the season 
progressed. His 
support play and 
defence were 
good and he 
showed good 
leadership when 
the Craven Week 
players were 
away. 


One or two final 
comments must 
be made at the 
expense of being 


long-winded. The 1997 team took a 
major step forward by accepting 
defeat as a part of the game and 
responding positively to it. The 
enjoyment factor must be reiterated - 
in this day and age of professionalism 
there is a tendency to lose sight of the 
original purpose of games. The team 
achieved that and also realized that 
mistakes are an integral part of rugby 
(as well as life) and that it is recovery 
from mistakes which is important, not 
the mistakes themselves. The camara- 
derie of the team was outstanding - 
perhaps it came from the individuals 
involved, perhaps it came from the 
leaders, perhaps it came from holding 
acamp. It is difficult to define a 
source, but the members of the team 
treated cach other as equals, whatever 
their status otherwise, and each 
contributed in his own way to its 


overall success. It was a pleasure and 
an honour to coach the 1997 Falcon 
Ist XV. 


It is difficult to thank everyone who 
contributed to the lst XV - there is 
always a danger of leaving somebody 
out. However, mention must be made 
again of Andy Laing, Lex Lucas and 
the Falcon Rugby Club for their 
invaluable material and financial 
support as well as their presence at 
most matches. The hospitality and 
support of the Campbells, Rosiers and 
the Lilfordia “family” before the 
festival was deeply appreciated. The 
M.R.F.B continued to support 
schools’ rugby as it always has and 
we would be lost without the 
Matabeleland Referees Society. Joan 
Bancroft willingly straightened out 
ransport problems and Alice Bryan 
yped programmes. [rene Hammond 
patiently dealt with a flood of rugby 
phone calls and faxes. Lew Watson 
calmly dealt with incoming teams, 
emergency trips to town and a host of 
other difficulties in a very busy 
season. Alastair Coulson once more 
kept the fields in good condition - 
Falcon boys realize how spoilt they 
are when they visit other schools. Ian 
Johnstone fed our boys and visiting 
teams admirably while his wife Jan 
and Gill Southwood ministered unto 
the wounded warriors patiently and 
competently. Dumisani Nyoni, our 
second Rugby Secretary, did a 
remarkable administrative job, 
keeping both the Captain of Rugby 
and the I/C Rugby on their toes. 


Greyhounds — 1997 
(Seated L— R) Wilson NR. Middleton CD, Whaley DJ, Mr Lindner GE. Ndlovu M. 
Jenkins BG. Outram SJ, Barrett DM, Chituku KB. 
(Middle Row L— R) Buchanan J. Hale M, Kennedy C, Thomson L. Nicolle M. McCallum 
C, Eee P. York Ar. 
(Back Row L— R) Madondo T.B.. Mostert D, Ashby BM. Page-Wood SP. Wayoe ENO. 
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The Headmaster quietly and sympa- 
‘hetically put things in perspective 
when it was required and continued to 
provide continued support to Rugby at 
the College. Special thanks go to 
Gerald Lindner for his continued 
support as an administrator, co-coach 
companion as well as his efficient 
handling of the Ist XV while we were 
away at Craven Week. The team may 
not have appreciated the early morn- 
ing runs and fitness sessions laid on 
oy Gerald and his wife, but they 
certainly paid off in the end. Finally 
‘hanks to all those people who take 
the time to come and watch Falcon 
rugby - your support is much appreci- 
ated. 


Results 


Pre-season Festival at Prince Edward 


v Academia (Namibia) D 24 - 24 
v Technical (Namibia) L13 - 16 
v Churchill LO -22 
Yeason 

vy Milton (home) W 38 - 14 
v Plumtree (Hartsfield) W 21-8 
v CBC (away) W 29-0 


-y Lomagundi College (away) L 20 - 44 
v Prince Edward (home) W12-7 
vy Plumtree (Old Boys’ Weekend) 


W 24-8 
vy Graeme College (S.A) D18-18 
v CBC (home) W 25-15 
v Alexandra (S.A) W 16-10 
v St Georges (home) W 17-15 
v St Johns (home) L, (3=hs 
v Peterhouse (away) L 6-22 


Played: 15 Won8 Drew2 Lost5 
Points for: 276 Against: 238 


3rd XV — 1997 


Representation: 

Matabeleland South U20 A: 

T J Bimha (Capt), E L Tobaiwa, 
M Ngwenya, A R de N Lucas, 

S J Oosthuizen, L C Stanton, 
CN Mathonsi, C W Munson, 

G P Richmond, G P Mitchell, 
W SR Rosier. N T Ravasingadi. 


Selectors’ XV: 
AMH Cumming. 


Matabeleland South U20 B: 
R Dhliwayo, L E Coventry, 
B G Jenkins, M Ndlovu. 


Zimbabwe Schools U20 B: 
S J Oosthuizen, L C Stanton. 


Zimbabwe Schools U20 A 
(Craven Week): 

T J Bimha. A R de N Lucas, 
M Negwenya., E L Tobaiwa. 


Matabeleland South U16 A: 

M A Bryant, D B Swemmer, 

S J Miller. D Moore. C K Mwale, 
JC Viljoen. 


Matabeleland South U16 B: 

R A Blythe-Wood, G A A Rosier. 
P D Johnson, D T Millar. 

EF Oosthuizen, Z M Ncube. 


Zimbabwe Schools U16: 
M A Bryant, D B Swemmer. D Moore 
(non - travelling reserve). 


Rugby Awards 

50 Club: C N Mathonsi. 

CW Munson. AM H Cumming. 
GP Richmond. W S R Rosier. 
N T Ravasingadi. L E Coventry. 


Colours: M Ngwenya, A R de N Lucas, 
S J Oosthuizen, L C Stanton, 
GP Mitchell, R Dhliwayo. 


Honours: T J Bimha, E L Tobaiwa. 
Trophies 


Individual Awards 

The Lionel Reynolds Cup for the 
Most Improved Ist XV Player: 
GP Mitchell. 


The Don Hatton Cup for the Most 
Valuable Tight Forward in the lst XV: 
S J Oosthuizen 


The Senior Tackling Cup: 
ARdeN Lucas. 


The Glen Cup for the Most Promising 
U15/U16 Player: M A Bryant 


The Dhliwayo cup for the Most 
Promising U14 Player: RL Swemmer. 


The Falcon Rugby Club Junior 
Tackling Cup: S J Patsika 


Interhouse Trophies 


The Falcon Rugby Club Cup for 
Senior Interhouse Touch Rugby: 
Chubb House. 


The Karoi Rugby Supporters’ Trophy 
for Senior Interhouse Kicking: 
Hervey House. 


The Junior Interhouse Kicking Cup: 
Hervey House. 


The Wingtield Cup for Junior 
Interhouse Mini-league Rugby: 
Hervey House. 


The Cup for Junior Interhouse Rugby: 
Hervey House 


MAC 


Rugby at the College 


The Falcon Rugby Club was also 
involved in efforts to upgrade rugby 
generally. Three new interhouse 
competitions were introduced - the 
Senior Interhouse Touch Rugby and 
the Senior and Junior Interhouse 
kicking competitions - as well as the 
Falcon Rugby Club Junior Tackling 
Cup to provide incentive for the boys 
to build up their skills. The new 
equipment provided by the club and 
the visit by Ian MacIntosh also 
assisted greatly by encouraging 
systematic. but varied coaching 
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techniques. Ultimately all the teams 
at Falcon should be playing the same 
pattern with some variation according 
to individual strengths in groups. 


The open group teams enjoyed a 
successful season - the Greyhounds 
(2nd XV) lost three matches, Paul 
Milligan’s 3rds and 4ths were un- 
beaten and the Sths lost only one 
game. The junior groups were not 
quite so successful for a variety of 
reasons including lack of physical size 
and much travelling, but some 
promising players are coming 
through. In the U16 group MA Bryant 
and DB Swemmer were outstanding, 
while D Moore developed well. In 
the U15 age group AJ Cumming 
played well until his season was cut 
short by an injury; SC Mashingaidze, 
BJ Kennedy, ST Munyati, JM 
Oberholzer and JB Roselt all showed 
promise for the future. The U14s 
were frequently outweighed physi- 
cally, but did show courage and 
determination, Names which spring 
to mind in that group are RL 
Swemmer, KW Millar, DS Williams, 
M Nkala and SD Davey. Things will 
even out size-wise as the boys mature 
and coaching emphasis on skills and 
enjoyment of the game should 
continue to feed competent players to 
the senior groups. 


The mini-league competitions were 
once again very successful, largely 
due to Sue Wigham and her assist- 
ants’ enthusiasm. The skills, touch 
rugby and contact format is certainly 
working well, with minimal injuries 
and maximum enjoyment. It must 
never be forgotten that some of the 
best players in the college started 
rugby in the mini-league - Elmo 
Tobaiwa, vice-captain of the lst XV 
and Zimbabwe Schools fullback first 
experienced rugby there. Many 
thanks go to Mrs Wigham for her vital 
efforts. 


Finally, thanks go to the multitude of 
boys involved in the administration 
and infrastructure of rugby at the 
College - the first aid boys, water and 
sand carriers, scoreboard operators, 
programme distributors and ball boys 
without whom rugby days could not 


thanked for co-ordinating and super- 
vising these operations so efficiently. 
Mention must be made of the staff 
who spent long hours travelling, 
refereeing and watching. They are 
often frustrated, criticised and, 
towards the end of the season, bone- 
weary, but.their enthusiasm and care 
for the boys is deeply appreciated. 


MAC 
Soccer 
Ist team report 


Take away the defeats in the Peter 
Ndlovu Trophy and the Ist team 
results are not bad at ali for a rela- 
tively young and inexperienced side. 
Experience comes thick and fast from 
taking part in competitions like the 
Peter Ndlovu and the team came out 
of that day a far more competitive 
unit, as well as claiming the award for 
the most disciplined team for the 
second year on the run, which is much 
to their credit. In those games they 
worked out the 3-5-2 formation. 
beloved of Glenn Hoddle among 
others, that would stand them in good 
stead for the rest of the season. 
Dropping T Kambarami back from an 
orthodox left wing position strength- 
ened the midfield to provide service 
principally for T Girdler-Brown who 
developed into a strong and aggres- 
sive target man at centre forward. It 
also allowed more freedom for the 
talented but unpredictable R Ndoro. 
Only having three defenders proved a 
risk worth running given the solid 
committed experience of N Mtshiya 
and the impressive rising talent of C 


Vera, both of whom have a positional 
sense vital to successful defence. 
Another tip for the top could well be 
K Molotsi. Small in stature he has the 
skills to worry any opposition de- 
fender. Mtshiya also deserves mention 
for his firm but encouraging leader- 
ship as team captain. 


The zonal matches came perhaps too 
early in the season to show us to our 
best advantage but the team generally 
acquitted itself well, especially in the 
home match against How Mine. 
Qualification for the knock out stages 
only just eluded us. Maybe the 
highlight of the season was winning 
away at Peterhouse. We were also 
invited to the inaugural Bonne 
Journee Tournament at C.B.C. With 
the core of the team returning in 1998, 
optimism should be high for a good 
season. 


Results 

Zonal matches Peter Ndlovu Trophy 
vHowMine D2-2 L2-3 

v Njube LO-1 

vSihlengeni Di1-1 W 2-1 

v Binga LO-1 

v Guguletho L 0-2 


Bonne Journee Tournament 


v Embakwe L Qe 
VCE, LO0-4 
v Petra L7-0 
Friendlies 


v Prince Edward L 
v St Georges D 
v Peterhouse W 


Soccer — 1997 
(Standing L—R) K. Molotsi, C. Mwaanga, FAB Chamoto, DP Thompson, 
J. Mhlanga, C. Vera, NM Dube, RW Zharare 
(Seated L — R) L.B. Bhana, T.C. Kambarami, NAT Mtshiya, Mr. T. Khumalo 


succeed. DVB Nyoni is yet again R. Ndoro, TR Girdler-Brown, TT Furusa 
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The 1997 season followed much the 
same pattern as recent years. The 1st 
XI played in the zonal league against 
schools in the local area and against 
some traditional sporting rivals from 
Mashonaland. They also took part in a 
couple of tournaments in Bulawayo 
but unfortunately were not able to 
play any friendly matches against 
Bulawayo schools, a challenge left to 
the junior sides. Regrettably, matches 
for our 2nd XI remain difficult to 
organise. 


One notable development in the sport 
here at Falcon has been the conver- 
sion of the Oval Field into a second 
soccer field. It is not exactly the 
footballing equivalent of an astroturf 
hockey pitch, but it has proved a great 
asset, in particular at junior level. It 
has given much greater versatility in 
practices, hosting matches and not 
least in the format of our Inter House 
tournaments. Instead of a knock out 
competition, we were able to run a 
round robin league system. This 
produced a pleasingly (surprisingly?!) 
high standard of football from both 
seniors and juniors. Excitement and 
interest was maintained as the two 
leading Houses in each division did 
not meet until the last round of games 
to give us a kind of final. 


Junior teams 


U15: Although a side of promise, 
success was elusive for the A side and 
the season consequently a little disap- 
pointing. S Patsika, the captain, played 
consistently well, while A Davey in 
defence showed the most improvement 
over the season. 

R Khumalo and M Springer are also 
developing into useful footballers. The 
B team had mixed fortunes but played 
with enthusiasm and sporadic skill! 


U16: I can only commend the A 
team. After a proverbial nightmare 
start to the season, suffering heavy 
losses, they did not lose heart. 
regrouped as a team, worked out a 
zame plan and finished strongly. T 
Sango and T Seone were outstanding 
in defence. Up front D Jacobs turned 
into a fine centre forward offering a 
challenge to Ronaldo and Alan 
Shearer with 16 goals in the last 6 
maiches. The B team was, admittedly, 
weak but were proud to beat Northlea 
n their final game. 


Results 

BS WD k F A 
ist 1 3 Ss SP ives 19 
mest 2°90 0 2 3 10 
UloA 8 3 2.4 17 26 
UIGBr 4 1 @ 32 4-23 
UISA 6 2 1 3 Tt 10 
WSR = 6 2 22 Oem 
Ul4xI 2 %? 0 2 2 4 
Iioxt i 0 @.-1 1 2 
Leading goalscorers 
D Jacobs (U16 A) 10 
T Girdler-Brown (1st XI) 7) 
R Ndoro (1st XI) 6 
S Sithole 4 
Awards 
Senior House Soccer Cup : 
TREDGOLD 
Junior House Soccer Cup : 
HERVEY , 
Best Player Cup (Ast XI): 
R NDORO 


Most Improved Player (ist XI) : 
CM VERA 

Honours : 

NAT MTSHIYA 

Colours : 

LB BHANA, TR GIRDLER-BROWN, 
TC KAMBARAMI, R NDORO 
SO Club : 

TT FURUSA, KH MAKORE, 
J MHLANGA. K MOLOTSI. 
DP THOMPSON. CM VERA, 
RW ZHARARE 


RBH. 


Squash 


Falcon this year had five teams in the 
Matabeleland Schools’ league, and 
three in the Men’s Winter League. yet 
the year was marked by individual 
achievements rather than team 
success. Though the teams all worked 
very hard indeed, we found that on 
the whole we lacked both match 
experience and off-court cunning, and 
realised that we had-a long way still to 
go. In a school the size of Falcon, the 
boys were mostly torn between two or 
more sports. and so time for training 
was often not anything close to what 
was desired: the boys often went into 
matches with very little experience. 
relative to their counterparts. The 
boys. however. were not daunted by 
this at all and. after somewhat shaky 
starts. the majority of them relished 
the experience, learnt quickly. and. 


towards the end of the season, not 
only held their own but won a great 
deal of their matches. Unfortunately, 
these victories came too late to 
influence the results of the various 
leagues, but did leave the boys rearing 
to go and full of confidence for 1998, 
a year which I’m sure will show a 
marked improvement for squash at the 
college. 


Mention must go to both K. 
Hammond and Q. Lemmer, the 
former for determining to be selected 
for the Matabeleland U15 team, and 
achieving this objective, and the latter 
for winning his league’s champion- 
ship. Also, mention must go to the 
first team, who fought hard in a very 
tough men’s league. 


Special thanks must go to Lane 
Thomson, for his invaluable support 
both in his play and example on the 
court, and for his assistance and 
coaching off it. We wish him all the 
best in his future. 


Also, thanks must go to Jonathan 
Makola, for giving up a great deal of 
his valuable time to come out and 
coach the boys, and to Roy and 
Yvonne Thomson for their time and 
effort spent organising and helping 
the teams this year. 


Finally. thanks to all the boys who 
worked so hard this year, and who 
made the year so enjoyable - we wish 
all those who are leaving the best of 
luck. 

P.M. 


Awards 

50 CLUB: 

M.Querl, D. Chitrin 

COLOURS: 

L. Thomson, G. Lendrum (re-award), 
B. Leonard (re-award) 


This page sponsored by Eastnor Agencies (Pvt) Ltd 


45 


Squash — 1997 
(Standing L—R) M.Querl, RG. Heap, DJ Chitrin, BP. Leonard. 
(Seated L — R) LP Thompson, PJ. Milligan, GDI Lendrum. 


BANCROFT NEIL AND COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 536, BYO 


LISTER ENGINES: SALES AND WORKSHOP REPAIRS 


MONO PUMPS: INSTALLATION AND REPAIRS 
IS WATER WATER PUMPING DESIGNS 


PIPING: PROPLASTICS PVC PIPING 
GALVANISED PIPE AND FITTINGS 


GRINDING 
MILLS: BELL AND HIPPO GRINDING MILLS 


SALES : Tel — 63271 
62698 
W/Shop : Tel — 540844 
540846 
: Fax — 78213 
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nine new records were established and 
since the new pool should be ready 
for next year’s gala, the current 
records will stand for all time. The 
records set were as follows: 


U16 4x25 yd. Individual Medley 
R Ashby 


U18 200 yd. Breaststroke 
B Ashby 


U18 100 yd. Freestyle 
B Ashby 


U18 100 yd. Backstroke 
B Ashby (by almost 4 seconds!) 


U17 100 yd. Breaststroke 
M Nicolle 


U16 4x25 yd. Medley Relay Oates 
U18 4x25 yd. Medley Relay Hervey 


SWIMMING 
(Back Row) JP Lucas, SRW Wakefield, DK James, G Mckechnie, BC Simpson, 
MB Nicolle, JM Oberholzer, JA Buchanan, SD Davey, re a ee ar ae 
(2nd Row)TH Springer, JB Roselt, RD Page-Wood, BA Watson, JC Viljoen, rs a = E ee oe ) 
D. Moore, MJ Gibson, GA Evans, RS Ashby, DB Bennett, x25 yd. Freestyle Relay Hervey 
(Seated) MA Anderson, BJ Love, BM Ashby, Dr H Cunningham (coach), The Victor Ludorum went to S Probert. 


SD Probert, WSR Rosier, KD Worthington. (Not present) Mrs PC Dooner (coach) As 
The Relay Gala was an exciting event 


this year and was won narrowly by 
Hervey from Oates, who would 


In the first term Brendan Ashby almost certainly have won if they had 
represented Zimbabwe in an interna- competed in all events. 
tional tour to England and Luxem- . 
: Awards 
bourg. He was very successful and 50 Club: 
achieved 2 individual silver medals in R Ashby, G Evans, M Gibson, 
Luxembourg, 2 gold. 2 silver and 3 D James. M Nicolle 
bronze medals in England. He is an : 
: . condine antindsadior ? : Colours: 
Swimming outstanding ambassador for the M Anderson, B Simpson, $ Probert 
College and we congratulate him on (re-award) 
The most exciting development this his wonderful achievements. 
year was the decision by the Board of Honours: 
: . . The House Standards were won ; 
Governors to finally go ahead with the . arse B Ashby 


convincingly by Hervey as was the 


new swimming pool project after a 
Al at Inter-house Gala. Again. as last year, 


delay of 6 years. The pool will be 
similar to that of St Johns in Harare 
and will be a wonderful addition to 
the facilities at the College. At long 
last we will be able to compete on 
equal terms with cily swimming 
clubs. It is hoped that the pool will be 
a sought after venue for galas and 
waterpolo tournaments. 


There was an increase in the intake of 
good swimmers this year. This 
coupled with hard training allowed us 
to field a strong team for the Inter- 
schools gala at CBC. We provided 
some good competition this year and 
were runners-up by only 50 points. It 
was also good to see Gifford compet- 
ing and they must be commended on 
their courage and spirit. 


Brendan Ashby breaking another record 
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Ist Team Tennis 1997 
(Standing) G. Croxford, T. Kambarami, P. Chingoka, M. Mckillop. 


(Seated) R. Travers-Drapes, R. Finch, Mr D. van Wyk, R. King (Capt), G. Lendrum. 


Tennis 


While tennis is becoming increasingly 
popular at Falcon, the deterioration in 
the standard of tennis at some of our 
colleague schools, coupled with their 
apparent inability to arrive for or host 
fixtures, has been worrying this year. 
However, the Falcon junior and senior 
teams have enjoyed keen competition 
from C. B. C., Milton, Girls’ College 
and Convent, 


The inter-house and College champi- 
onships were held in the third term, 
culminating in an exciting Open 
singles final between the 1997 
captain, Ryan King, and the 1998 
captain, Timothy Kambarami. After a 
2 hour and 10 minute struggle, during 
which both players had numerous 
match-points, Kambarami emerged 
the victor: 6-2; 3-6; 9-7. 


Inter-house tennis results: 


Junior final: 

Tredgold beat Chubb. 
Senior final: 

George Grey beat Tredgold. 


College tennis championships results: 


Junior singles: 

M. Springer (C) beat R. Page-Wood (O). 
Junior doubles: 

R. Page-Wood (O) & W. Ncube(GG) 
beat 

M. Springer (C) & T. Mukupuki (T). 


Intermediate singles: 
TLE. Jini (C)ibeat 
A. M. H. Cumming (GG) 


Intermediate doubles: 
A.M. H. Cumming (GG) & 
M. J. Whaley (GG) beat 
M. McKillop (H) & 

G. M. Croxford (F). 


Open singles: 
T. Kambarami (GG) beat 
R. J. King (O). 


Open doubles: 

T. Kambarami (GG) & 

P. F. C. Chingoka (T) beat 
R. J. King (O) & 

R. P. Finch (GG). 


Tennis awards: 

At an assembly towards the end of the 
third term, the following tennis 
awards were made: 


50 Club: 

R. J. King, R. P. Finch, T. Kambarami, 
P. F.C. Chingoka, G. D. R. Lendrum, 
R. Travers-Drapes, M. McKillop, G. 
M. Croxford. 


I would like to thank the members of 
staff who have supervised junior 
tennis this year: Ms A. Hogan, Mr P. 
Aust and Mrs G. Gass. I would also 
like to thank Ryan King for the time 
and effort he put in as captain this 
year. 1998 promises to be an exciting 
year for tennis at the College. Fora 
long time, at first team level, we have 
played second fiddle to C. B. C., but 
our promising younger players are 
sure to challenge for the top spot in 
Matabeleland, and we look forward to 
some Satisfying victories. 


D. v. W. 


Triathlon 


Teacher-in-charge: 
Dr. H. Cunningham 


Two events were held at Falcon this 
year, the Interhouse Triathlon and the 
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TRIATHLON ~ 1997 
(Back L-R) AK Bennett, BR Nielsen, D Moore, GA Evans. 
(Front L-R) MT Burke, Dr H. Cunningham, SRW. Wakefield. 
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Cycle Race to Esigodini and back. 
The Interhouse event attracted 5 
Senior and 5 Junior teams and 11 
individual competitors. The Senior 
race was won by G. McKechnie in a 
time of 1:26:40. The Junior event was 
won by G, Evans in a time of 1:24:49 
- this is the 3rd fastest individual time 
recorded since the inception of the 
race. The Senior relay event was won 
by Hervey (B. Ashby, A. Lucas, C. 
Cakana) in a new team record time of 
1:17:05, breaking the old record by 
over 3 minutes. The Junior team event 
was also won by Hervey (J. P. Lucas, 
M. Bryant, D. Swemmer). The 
winning House overall was Hervey. 


The Cycle race was a new event on 
the Falcon calendar. Because of the 
unsuitability of the Falcon - Esigodini 
road for a mass Start, the race was 
done as an individual time trial. The 
competitors were seeded, and then 
started in reverse order with a 3 
minute gap between each boy. The 
conditions on the day were far from 
perfect, with a fairly strong, hot, dry 
wind making the 22,4km to Esigodini 
and back even more gruelling than 
usual. Despite this, M. Burke pro- 
duced an excellent performance to 
break the (unofficial) record of 39:45 
by 2 minutes, clocking in at 37:42. 


Unfortunately the Ncema Triathlon 
fell on one of the Fixture-free week- 
ends and so there was no official 
representation at this event, however 
some boys took part in the social team 
event. The Coke Half-Standard 
Triathlon was well attended with G. 
Evans, S. Wakefield, B. Nielsen, A. 
Bennett and D. Moore taking part in 
the 13 - 16 age group. G. Evans came 
3rd and A. Bennett distinguished 
himself by clocking in the fastest run 
time in this age group. All the mem- 
bers of the club were regular competi- 
tors in the Schweppes Mini Series 
events and the Winter Duathlon 
Series, despite many of these events 
coinciding with Fixture-free week- 
ends. 


G. Evans was selected to represent 
Zimbabwe at the South African Junior 
Championship Competition, but 
unfortunately due to injury was not 
able to compete. 


HC 


Waterpolo — 1997 
(Back L-R) Mr J. Dooner, MD Anderson, WSR Rosier, DJ Chitrin, RS. Ashby 
Mr P. Milligan. 
(Front L-R) KD Worthington, BM Ashby, BC Simpson, BJ Love, SD Probert, 
RNC Wilson, JA Buchanan. 


Having proved that the team could do 
it, they set upon a harsh training 
regimen to get the fitness up to 
scratch. However, the all star team 
became more a team of stars, and the 
potential of the side was far from 
realised. The ultimate low for the 
team came during the Hart Trophy, 


Waterpolo 


This year was moderately successful 
for the First team waterpolo, and was 
filled with both triumphs and disap- 
pointments. In the first term, Falcon 
was the best side in the country on 
Paper, as it contained the highest 
number of Zimbabwe Schools’ 
representatives. At times the standard 
of play would have justified this, 
though at moments many would not 
have believed it possible. 


ARS ee er see 4 mye neta ag 


In the First Term the team travelled up 
to Harare for the Speciss College 
Trophy, where they announced their 
arrival with a win over Prince 
Edward. Unfortunately this win got 
the better of the team, and they lost a 
their next match to St. Johns, resulting 
in a few players becoming despond- 
ent, and hanging their heads low. This 
tournament was at the end of the term, 
and with the long break the team were 
ready to begin afresh in the third term. 


Eager, but unfit, the team climbed into 
the sparkling blue water of the 
Plumtree swimming pool for the first 
tournament of the term. That day saw 
the high point of the season, when 
Falcon beat C.B.C for the first time in 
six years. After this win, the team 
suffered the loss of C. Bailey, whose 
support and encouragement was 
greatly missed. 


Arthur Lucas at his best — smile on 
his face and whistle in his mouth. 
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where Falcon were placed third after 
C.B.C. and Plumtree, the lowest they 
have ever been placed in recent years. 
On a more positive note, J. Buchanan 
was presented with the Fred Wilson 
Trophy for the Most Improved Player 
of the Tournament - a well deserved 
award. 


The following people were selected 
for the Matabeleland Teams- 


Matabeleland “A” Matabeleland “B” 


B.Love B.Ashby 

N. Wilson J. Buchanan 
B. Simpson 

S. Probert 

Development 


A. Cumming 
B. Allardyce 


For the next week the team tried their 
utmost to bring themselves back to 
prime condition for the Crusader’s 
Shield. The standard of waterpolo 
played at the tournament was high, 
and many believed Falcon to be 
playing to the highest level there. 
Hopes were up for a flourishing 
victory. The team now included three 
players from the U16 level, namely A. 
Goddard, J. Lucas and R. Ashby. 
Commendations must go to them for 
holding their own at this difficult 
level. Falcon lost 5-6 to the eventual 
victors of the tournament. Prince 
Edward School. in a nail-biting 
match, one thought by many to be the 
best of the tournament, with P.E only 
scoring the winning goal in the dying 


Keith Worthington shoots for goals 


seconds. In the final match of the year 
the team lost to St Johns in a tightly 
contested game by 2 goals to 4. 


Two players who deserve credit at the 
tournament were N.Wilson, who was 
unofficially voted most valuable 
player of the side, and B.Love who 
was presented with the trophy for the 
Player of the Tournament. 


Special thanks must go to Mr A.Lucas 
for his invaluable service and dedica- 
uion to waterpolo at Falcon. Both 
seniors and U-16’s alike are indebted 
to him for his support. advice and 
dedication through both thick and 
thin. We can only hope for continued 
support in future years. 


To Mr P.Milligan a big thank-you for 
all the moral and physical support he 
has given the team. You have given 
another meaning to the word “fitness” 
- an invaluable part of Falcon’s game 
this year. We hope your future years 
in Waterpolo at Falcon are as success- 
ful as you would like them to be. 


To Mr Dooner, for his commitment 
and support to the game, and for 
organising all the fixtures and trans- 
port for the boys. We hope that he 
will maintain his high standards of 
organisation and support. 


To Mr John Love for his very kind 
donation of the waterpolo gowns and 
to Mrs. Linda Bailey for organising 
and providing the kit. 
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Last, but not least. to all the dedicated 
parents and supporters of Falcon 
Waterpolo; for sticking it out with us 
and always being there when we most 
needed it. 


Awards 

50 club Colours Honours 
K Worthington B Simpson B Love 
W Rosier B Ashby N Wilson 
J Buchanan 

B Allardyce 

M Anderson 

Zimbabwe Representatives 

ZimA Zim B Dev 

B Love B Ashby W Rosier 
N Wilson J Buchanan 

B Simpson 

S Probert 


Junior Waterpolo 


In the National trials. Falcon were 
placed third following Prince Edward 
and C.B.C. 

The following were selected for 
Matabeleland: 

G. Jocks. D. Moore. M. Bryant, J. 
Lucas, J. Viljoen and R. Ashby. 

The following were selected to 
represent Zimbabwe in the tour to 
South Africa in February 1998: 

M. Bryant. J. Lucas. J. Viljoen, and R. 
Ashby (non-travelling reserve). 
Congratulations to all of them. 


Stuart Probert (Captain 


Zimbabwe Representatives — 1997 


(Back row L-R) MR Johns U14 Cricket, RR Swemmer U14 Cricket, DD Ebrahim Zim U19 Cricket, AMH Cummings U19 
Water polo, AR deN Lucas Zim U19 Rugby, BM Ashby U19 Water polo, RNC Wilson U19 Water polo, AT Johnston Junior 
sailing, MG McKillop U21, U18, U16 Hockey, CD Brownlee U14 Cricket, VP Dube U16 Basketball. 

(Middle row L-R) GA Evans Triathlon, I-A Esat U18, U16 Hockey, MA Bryant U16 Hockey,Rugby, Cricket, Water polo, M 
Newenya UL9 Rugby, SJ Oosthuizen UI9B Rugby, BC Simpson U19 Water polo, DB Swemmer U16 Rubgy, RK Travers- 
Drapes Schools Hockey, JA Buchanan U19 Water polo, MA Ferreira U16 Cricket. 

(Front row L-R) GDI Lendrum U21, U1S Hockey, CR Fourie Fishing, RJ King U18 Hockey, NR Ferreira U19, U18 Cricket. 
B.J. Love, Zim. Water polo, Hockey. T.J. Bimha Zim rugby, E.L. Tobaiwa Zim. U19 rugby, N.L. Ndebele Althetics, M. Thorn 
Polocross, R. Dhliwayo Zim. Basketball 


National Representatives — 1997 
(Seated L — R) R. Ashby, UI6 waterpolo. M. Nkala, ZimU19 cricket, J. Viljoen. UI6 waterpolo, J.Lde N Lucas, U16 waterpolo. 
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Clubs and Societies 1997 


Agriculture 


a 


The cabbage patch 
before (above) and after (right) 


Angling Society 
Chairman - Fourie CL 


Committee members - Mackay RI, 
Dube AG, Cawood GK, Outram S. 


Support for the Falcon Angling Society 
has been good and meetings were well 
attended throughout the year. Func- 


tions held are summarised below: 


DATE ACTIVITY 

21/2/97 Video - “Coelacanth” 

13/3/97 Talk - Mr E Tshuma (Senior Ichthyology 
Technician, National Museum) 

22/3/97 Interhouse Fishing Competition (1st leg) - 
Monkton Estates 

23/5/97 Video - “Fishing in Zimbabwe” 


13/6/97 - 15/6/97 


22/9/97 


26/10/97 


Bulawayo Bass Winter Classic - 

3 teams participating 

Talk - Mr C Lowrie (Vice Chairman Bulawayo 
Angling Society) 

Interhouse Competition (2nd leg) - Monkton 
Estates 


Final placings in the Interhouse Fishing Competition were as follows: 


Ist Hervey 832 points 
2nd Founders 632“ 
3rd Tredgold aa 
Ath George Grey 307 “ 
Sth Chubb 210: ** 
6th Oates 285i 
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We are grateful to Mr and Mrs R 
Evans for their generosity in making 
available such a fine venue on their 
farm for the competition. 


With the kind assistance of Mr A 
Lucas and the parents of Zvishavane - 
Mr and Mrs Heili three teams partici- 
pated in the 1997 Bulawayo Bass 
Winter Classic. This was held at 
Palawan Dam during June. Falcon 
“B” (RI Mackay and JP Lucas) were 
placed 2nd in the Junior Section with 
Falcon “C” (A Heili and R Leggett) in 
third place. 


ACB/DvW 
Bridge 


When one day, it was announced that 
Lions Club were to start a Bridge 
Club on Thursdays in town a few of 
us threw our cynicism aside and 
decided to join up; with no regrets. 
After a few sessions and once we had 
learned how to play fairly well we 
realised that this was not such a 
simple card game but one that re- 
quires a fair amount of thought and 
can certainly never be termed mo- 
notonous. As the weeks progressed 
and we learnt the tricks of the trade, 
the games began to be scored and the 
results announced at the end, The 
players were certainly never left in the 
dark as we had Mrs Dewar and her 
team watching over us and adding 
their own comments. At the end of 
sessions while waiting for the bus we 
would have tea and biscuits while our 
partnership scores were divulged. 


On the last meeting of the year it was 
decided by Mrs Dewar to hold a 
tournament with a braai lunch. 
Therefore on Sunday the Sth October 
we had our last meeting in the form of 
a proper tournament with the tourna- 
ment directed by Mr Colin Gordon 
using standard rules also. It was an 
enjoyable day with 10 sets of partners 
playing and various new and unfamil- 
iar faces in attendance. The games 
were good. competition close and 
hospitality spectacular. At the end of 
the day we were all very happy and 
held within a great sense of achieve- 
ment. The day’s overall winners were 
G. Whiley and C. Swart. 


Due to exams and for various other 
reasons this was the end of Bridge 
Club for the year. We have no regrets 
as the club is fun while being very 
prestigious with plenty of tradition 
and class. It is a universally accept- 
able and popular game and crosses 
barriers of language and religion, I 
would therefore not hesitate to 
recommend it to everyone. At first 
the game is rather hard but the initial 
play and scoring comes with practice. 
Our grateful thanks are extended to 
Mrs Dewar and her team for a won- 
derful time and invaluable skills 
learnt, I wish them all the very best. 


GW. 


Clayton Swart and Gordon Whiley, 
winners of the bridge tournament 


Cattle Club 


Chairman : M.I. Hale 
Committee : D.G. Drummond, 
S.L. Wheeler, A.L York, S.J. Oosthuizen 


The Cattle Club continued to operate 
with some success in 1997. In the 
1996/97 season 16 calves were born, 
of which one was lost due to injury. 
In spite of the presence of leopards in 
both Quiet Waters and the Wilderness 
area, no stock losses occurred due to 
predation. Eight head (6 bulls and 2 
steers) were sold in February for $42 
500.00 - thanks to Richard Wakefield 
and John Bryan for their assistance 
there. To date, eight calves have been 


born, several more are expected 
shortly. The herd, which stands at 63 
head, is in reasonable condition. The 
early rains in September undoubtedly 
contributed to this, although the recent 
extreme heat has led to some drop in 
condition, especially of cows with 
calves. Maintenance blocks with 
Browse-plus are being used to 
supplement for the moment. 


Every animal belonging to the club, 
apart from this season’s calves, has 
been number branded to make 
recording easier. This exercise was 
carried out over a period of two 
afternoons and some of the Form one 
members were allowed to gain 
experience with branding. They also 
assisted with drenching for worms. 
Many of them, once they have gained 
confidence, are eager and competent, 
which is a good sign for the future. 
This year’s calves have been tagged 
and dates of birth have been recorded. 
Dipping in short cycles has already 
been started and, although this is 
expensive, it is important to get on top 
of the endemic brown ear tick prob- 
lem which inevitably occurs in 
December/January. The normal 
vaccinations of both old and young 
stock will be carried out in due 
course. 


There are a number of rewarding 
features to the club. The boys 
themselves are enthusiastic and while 
many of them are from ranching and 
farming backgrounds, there are some 
who have had no prior experience of 
hands-on livestock management. 
Initially they are involved in simply 
herding the animals into the pens and 
race and then, as they become more 
confident and they are familiar with 
the animals they are able to carry out 
the more complex activities such as 
branding, dehorning, castrating and 
inoculating. The boys are also able to 
see the physical results of their efforts 
in the form of a strong, healthy herd 
with a reasonable calf crop. Finally. 
they are able to appreciate the finan- 
cial aspects of livestock management 
by gaining an idea of costs, while at 
the same time seeing the monetary 
gains from sales. It is indeed a form 
of education with production. 
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The thanks of the Club go to the Quiet 
Waters Committee for their continued 
support and assistance with organisa- 
tion; to Mr Paul Goodwin for the loan 
of a Tuli bull and his advice and 
interest; to Mr Gary Whitehead- 
Wilson for his advice and loan of 
instruments; to Mr Ken Drummond 
for the loan of numbered branding 
irons and to Mr Richard Wakefield 
and Mr John Bryan for their assist- 
ance with sales. The Club bids a fond 
farewell to Marcus Hale, this year’s 
chairman. He has been a member 
since he was in Form one and has 
been actively involved in the growth 
and development of the club. I am 
sure that David Drummond will 
follow capably in his footsteps next 
year. 


M.A.C. 


Chess 


I am grateful to C.M. Vera who 
spearheaded the revival of the chess 
club. Much chess activity took place 
this year and the boys were keen to 
take on other schools in invitation 
tournaments. 


I hope that this enthusiasm will be 
sustained next year and Vera and his 
friends will continue the sterling work 
they have started and transform it into 
a formally constituted club with 
Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and 
committee members. On the same 
note, it is recommended that the Chess 
Club joins the Barclays Bank chess 
league next year. 


A.B.C. 
Climbing 


Master-in-charge - Dr PF Cunningham 
Chairman - SH Morar 


This year has seen the club very 
active. The main highlight has been 
the opening of the two climbing 
routes at a quarry near the College, at 
the edge of the Goodwin farm. The 
first route was opened by Dr H 
Cunningham, and is still to be named. 
The second route was opened by SH 
Morar, and is called Gibson's Retreat. 


The club has also been on two other 
outings this year. The first was to 
Mbalabala peak in the first term. and 
then to Cleveland Quarry in Harare in 
the third term. 


Be 


Climbing — 1997 


(Back L - R) ER Le Patourel, MJ Gibson, DC Cruz, BPD Goodwin, RA Anderson. 
(Front L - R) TF Schuil, Dr H Cunningham, SH Morar (Chairman), 


Dr PF Cunningham, GF Mackay. 


This year also saw a significant 
expansion on the wall, with the 
addition of more holes for the grips, 
which in effect gives us two more 
routes and many more other possibili- 
ties. We also purchased a set of new 
grips for the wall. 


Our annual College championship 
took place in the third term, and 
comprised one long top rope route, 
and a lead climb. The competition 
was won by SH Morar, and runner up 
was M Gibson. 


Unfortunately this year our master-in- 
charge, Dr PF Cunningham leaves us, 
and many thanks go to him for his 
efficient running of the club for the 
last five years. 


SHM 
Drama 


During the first term drama club was 
vibrant and a meeting-place for large 
numbers of juniors either looking for 
a club, any club, or for recognition of 
their talents, real or imagined! 


The club aims to introduce boys to the 
skills necessary for acting on the stage 
as part of a cast and this includes trust 
and concentration. Games are played. 
improvisation takes place, small 
scenes are enacted and overall some 
fun is had. At the end of the first term 
all members of the club were involved 
in a short play entitled The do-it- 
yourself Frankenstein Outfit. 


As has been the practice for the last 
six years the main school play was 
produced at the end of the second 
term. It seems insane to embark on 
such a project alongside the three 
heavy winter sports but it does seem 
to work despite the director’s threats 
of insanity or murder. This year the 
play, Rumpelstiltskin Racket, was 
chosen to enable a number of seniors 
in their last year an opportunity to 
display their talents in comedy, 
rhythm and singing. It was a good 
choice because, as we do not have a 
music department, a full musical 
would be too difficult but in this play 
the music was manageable and thanks 
go to Mr. Dave van Wyk for his 
musical direction. A critique and cast 
list of the play follow this report. 


The inter-house drama competition 
takes place at the beginning of the 
third term and this year each house 
drew a short story or fable and had to 
adapt it for the stage. The judges 
were Lee England trom Girls’ College 
and Natasha Townshend. from Petra 
and they awarded the cup for the 
winning house to Founders. Best actor 
was J Carson of Founders; best 
supporting actor was M. Ndlovu of 
Hervey and best technical production 
was Chubb. 


The standard this year was higher than 
ever and I am delighted that the 
directors of these plays are becoming 


This page sponsored by Donald Kind 


more adventurous and innovative in 
their use of stage, lighting and music. 


It is farewell to a number of seniors, 
who have been stalwarts on the drama 
scene for the last six years: Kevin 
Chituku. Tongai Furusa, Snowy 
Mtshiya and Marlvin Ndlovu. Break 
a leg all of you. 


sw 
Junior Debating 


Junior Debating was run by Obert 
Munodowafa as teacher in charge 
with Michael Parker and Farai 
Chimimba as his chairman and vice- 
chairman respectively. They met on 
alternate Monday evenings through- 
out the school year and it is felt it was 
a successful and educational as well 
as social year for the club members. 
There were a couple of inter-school 
meetings each term , always popular 
occurences. 


Form 3 and 4 Debating 


Member of Staff in Charge :- 

Mr P Milligan 

Chairman:- C Mwaanga 

Vice Chairman:- R Dawson 
Committee:- G Whiley, A Ebrahim, 
E Wayoe, M Nicolle, G Ncube, 

L Mlotshwa. 


Meetings are held fortnightly on 
Monday evenings for fifty minutes. 
This year a new structure was adapted 
to cope with the initial vast numbers. 
Members were divided into groups 
led by committee members to allow 
easier administration and to enable us 
to have more intense sessions with 
everyone taking part. The committee 
meets every two weeks, in between 
the societies meetings, with Mr 
Milligan to discuss plans for future 
meetings and the general running of 
the club. 


Our activities during the meetings 
over the past year have included topic 
sessions. impromptu speeches, speech 
games, internal debates and a variety 
of others. In the first term we had a 
debate with the Convent which we 
lost. However we won in the second 
term. In the third term we had a 
debate with Girls College. 


TOASTMASTERS — 1997 


(Back L-R) CK Madzikanda, DM Barrett, DD Ebrahim, RJ McCallum, CZ Cakana, JM Carson, BJ Love, RP Finch, 


WT Takavarasha, DVB Nyoni, SH Morar. 


(Front L-R) KJ Birchall, BJ Francis, AC Mavros, R Dhliwayo, KB Chituku, Mrs S Wigham, TT Ncube, M Ndlovu, EL Tobaiwa, TJ 


Bimha, TT Furusa. 


In the first term our representatives 
returned with a lot of interesting new 
ideas which were shared with the 
society. In the second term we broke 
new ground by sending a team out of 
the province to Lomagundi. We won 
that debate, making it a double 
achievement for the club. Many 
thanks to the senior rugby players 
who supported us at Lomagundi. A 
braai was planned for the third term. 


Overall we have had a good year - the 
relaxed atmosphere lent confidence to 
the less prominent speakers, and 
everybody put in a lot of effort and 
enjoyed themselves. Many thanks to 
Mr Milligan, Rhett Dawson the Vice 
Chairman, the committee and mem- 
bers of the society. Good luck to next 
year's committee. 


C.M. 


Toastmasters' Society 


Teacher-in-charge : Mrs S Wigham 
President : K Chituku 

Secretary : TT Ncube 

Treasurer : R Dhliwayo 


1997 was a successful year for 
Toastmasters and we witnessed the 
growth and maturity of several 
individuals into good and confident 
speakers. This underlines Toastmas- 
ters’ importance to the character 
building environment of Falcon. 


Kevin Chituku, the President of the 
society for 1997 represented the 
College at the Interschools Public 
Speaking Competition. He was also 
invited to a Toastmasters’ meeting in 
Harare where he and fellow member 
Alex Mavros joined Toastmasters 
from around the country in a discus- 
sion over the Cites Convention. 


The annual dinner was successful 
evening and well organised. Mrs 
Maureeen Barrett was the Guest of 
Honour and she gave an excellent 
speech on her trip to America which 
was entertaining and a great example 
for all aspiring public speakers. A 
social evening with Girls’ College 
was also held and Falcon once again 
proved to be an all round power house 
as we seemed dominant in the discus- 
sion. 


Toastmasters has throughout the year 
proved to be an asset to Falcon as it 
gives individuals self confidence and 
an ability to express themselves with 
great clarity of mind and speech. 

Both leavers and future leaders of the 
College will benefit from it imensely. 
We look forward to 1998 and wish the 
President and his committee the best 
of luck. 


TIN 


Falconry 


Master-in-charge: R.R. Hartley 
Chairman: I.D. Middleton 
Falconers: R. Dawson, 

D.R. de Villiers, D. G. Drummond, 
M.K. Drummond, A.D. Humphreys, 
A.C. Mackay, B.G. McAllister, 

E.J. Rosenfels, R.D. Swales, M.D. 
Wheeler, J.L. Zaal 

Birds flown: 

one female African Hawk Eagle, 
four female and two musket African 
Goshawks, two female Ovambo 
Sparrowhawks, one male Chanting 
Goshawk, one musket and two female 
Black Sparrowhawks, one Lanneret, 
two male and one female Peregrines. 
Birds bred in captivity: 

one Peregrine and one Taita Falcons. 


Another good rainy season yielded an 
abundance of quarry, except for 
Kurrichane Buttonquail which were 
largely absent - an unusual circum- 
stance here. Several hawks had 
excellent seasons. I.D. Middleton’s 
once intermewed eyas male Black 
Sparrowhawk “Biggles” took 49 head. 
comprising 17 species. 59% of which 
were Swainson’s (n=10),Natal (n=12) 
Francolin and Helmeted Guineafowl 
(n=7). The other kills included: two 
Yellowbilled Hornbill , one Redbilled 
Hornbill, one Senegal Coucal, one 
Longtailed Shrike, four Crested 
Barbets, one Jameson’s Firefinch, one 
Rattling Cisticola, one Kurrichane 
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FALCONRY — 1997 


(Front L-R) R. Dawson, EJ Rosenfels, MD Wheeler, RR Hartley, AC Mackay, DR de Villiers. 
(Back L-R) RD Swales, DG Drummond, AD Humphreys, JL Zaal, MK Drummond, BG McAllister, ID Middleton. 


Buttonquail, one Grey Lourie, one 
Arrowmarked Babbler, one Acacia 
Tree Rat, one Pouched Mouse, one 
Pygmy Mouse and one Night Ape. 
The relatively high frequency (12%) 
of mammals is unusual, I.D. 
Middleton continued to lead the club 
from the front, setting a very good 
example all round. His hawk was 
exemplary, very relaxed and weil 
manned. It hunted successfully, while 
he did lots of good fieldwork, ensur- 
ing that others followed suit as well. 
Consequently he thoroughly deserved 
the award of colours, an inaugural 
event for the falconry club. J.L. Zaal 
and D.R. de Villiers earned citations 
for their outstanding all round efforts 
during the season.J.L. Zaal trained his 
eyas female Ovambo, which died 
sadly after making its first kill. It is 
likely that it succumbed from some- 
thing transmitted by the Rufousnaped 
Lark it gorged on. 


He then had a battle with a Black Spar 
female from Chipangali. She got sick 
soon after being collected. and 
needed lots of good care and atten- 
tion. When trained, she was willing, 
but flew very weakly regardless of 
weight. He will fly a fresh, wild-taken 
eyas Black Spar musket which was 
raised full time by a pair of aged 
Peregrines here. D.R. de Villiers flew 
“Tich’. twelve times intermewed eyas 
female African Goshawk. hunting her 


52 times and making 57 kills. To- 
wards the end of the season she 
proved troublesome after spending a 
night out - she was recovered at 
midday nearly a day later whilst she 
raided three young chickens from a 
kraal.R.D. Swales decided to become 
a hard-core rugby player, so that he 
took care of the outstanding once 
intermewed Black Spar female 
“Tamara” during the school holidays. 


Otherwise this hawk was flown by 
B.G. McAllister. A resident of 
Botswana, he was unable to use 
“Tamara” during the holidays. 
“Tamara” flew with great verve and 
determination, accounting for 78 kills 
in 79 hunts. She took ten species, 
including: 18 Helmeted Guineafowl 
(mostly adults); 35 Swainson’s, 12 
Natal and six Crested Francolins; two 
Senegal Coucals: one Grey Lourie; 
one Spotted Dikkop: one Barn and 
one Pearlspotted Owls; and one 
Slender Mongoose. The latter is a 
most interesting selection, although it 
has been recorded in the wild as well. 
D.G. Drummiond also had a spell with 
Tamara. which he thoroughly en- 


joyed. Unfortunately his Ovambo died 


during training early in the season. 
She was in high condition and 
developed a nervous complaint. After 
much nursing and a spell of recovery, 
she succumbed in due course. A.D. 
Humphreys did well with once 
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intermewed eyas male African 
Goshawk “Iwe” which made 13 kills 
in 44 hunts. The kills included one of 
each of: Desert Cicticola, unidentified 
cisticola, Crested Barbet, juvenile 
Swainson’s Francolin, juvenile Natal 
Francolin, Kurrichane Buttonquail, 
chicken, Single Striped Mouse, 
Bushveld Gerbil, and two of each of 
Threestreaked Tchagra and Acacia 
Tree Rat. M.D. Wheeler had a good 
season with “Jinx”, a once 
intermewed eyas female African 
Goshawk making 46 kills in 90 hunts. 
Kills included: eight Grey Louries, 
nine Crested Barbets, four Kurrichane 
Buttonquails, six Senegal Coucals, 
two Natal Francolins, one Crested 
Francolin, one Laughing Dove, one 
Green Spotted Dove, one Fierynecked 
Nightjar, one Crimsonbreasted Shrike, 
one chicken and five Bush Squirrels. 
A.C. Mackay flew “Sniper” a five 
times intermewed female African 
Goshawk, making seven kills in 30 
hunts. Kills included: one Swainson’s 
and one Natal Francolins, one 
Blackeyed Bulbul, one Tree Agama, 
two Bush Squirrels, one Acacia Tree 
Rat and two chickens. E.J. Rosenfels 
flew “Delta” the injured two times 
intermewed Lanneret. and distin- 
guished himself by being the first to 
successfully enter it, taking a cock 
Swainson’s Francolin and two Grey 
Louries. The most unfortunate 


© Ron Hartley with his Martial Eagle, filmed by 
the BBC film crew in 1996 (Photo. B. Randle) 


4 a AIGA cide oe Wiel aii 
In field, from left: J. Retzlaff, R. Dawson, R.R. Hartley, 
Dr. T. Kimmel, B.G. McAllister 


®. Taita Falcon chick produced in captivity - a first for Africa 
and a major step forward in the conservation of one of the 
world’s rarest falcons. 


@®. Weighing Barn Owls. From left: I.D. Middleton and J.L. Zaal 
Four pairs were studied in the mine dump area. 


1.D. Middleton weighing juvenile male 
Crowned Eagle in field. This bird was ringed 
and replaced at the nest site. It fledged 
successfully. 


falconer was M.K. Drummond who 
had a nighmare experience with his 
first trained hawk, once intermewed 
musket African Goshawk “Dooga’. 
At dusk, near the Sacred Heart bridge, 
Dooga took stand in a large 
Terminalia sericea. A recovery party 
assisted and as they set down for the 
night, “Dooga’” flew some 20 m to the 
top of another tall tree, a clear silhou- 
ette in the bright moonlight. The 
recovery party moved close to this 
tree, aS is the normal custom to ensure 
greater security for the hawk. At 
about nine thirty, a Giant Eagle Owl 
cruised down the Ncema River (they 
sometimes nest about a km up- 
stream), spotted “Dooga” and fiercely 
attacked him. The recovery party 
screamed, cursed and threw things at 
the owl, who was totally unperturbed 
by their presence. On the third assault, 
the owl gripped “Dooga” and the last 
signs experienced of the latter were its 
shrieks and fading tinkle of its bells. 
No signs of the killed goshawk were 
found in the morning. It was a 
demoralised and upset bunch of 
young falconers that arrived at my 
door later that evening. M.K. 
Drummond managed to trap a hag- 
gard male Chanting Goshawk, which 
kept him occupied for the rest of the 
season. The Chanting Goshawk was 
released recently and will be replaced 
by an African Goshawk. 


Rhodes Dawson did some good work 
with an injured musket Little Banded 
Goshawk, after also handling an 
injured tiercel Eastern Redfooted 
Kestrel. 


My trained Peregrines flew well, 
especially “Phu” who made 52 kills in 
85 hunts. Kills included: 40 
Swainson’s (18 cock birds), four 
Shelley’s, three Crested and one 
Coqui Francolins; two Redbilled Teal: 
one Kurrichane Buttonquail and one 
Grey Lourie. The cast of tiercels 
“Blondie” and “Sengwa’) were much 
less successful, as they adjusted to 
each other. They accounted for a 
couple of Lilacbreasted Rollers. two 
Swainson’s and a Shelley’s Francolin. 
~Sengwa”’ flew powerfully and 
usually took a good pitch. “Blondie” 
proved more tardy in the air, but more 
aggressive at quarry. “Cilla” com- 


pleted her fifteenth season with a 
modest bag of 41 Scrub Hares. 
However, she flew well and also had a 
few close shaves on Swainson’s 
Francolin. 


An interesting development in the 
local area was the presence of a 
lioness with four cubs for about seven 
months. They ranged along the 
eastern side of the Mulungwane 
Range for the most part and fed 
almost exclusively on game - impala, 
warthog and kudu. However, two 
juveniles took a dairy heifer in the 
sandveld in June. I had been hunting 
the spot two days earlier! The lions 
managed to evade detection and 
appear to have moved south towards 
the Tuli Circle. Their presence 
curtailed operations on Essexvale 
Ranch mainly during February- 
March. 


Most of the falconers did some useful 
raptor research work. Species moni- 
tored included: Blackbreasted Snake, 
Black, Martial, Crowned, African 
Hawk, Tawny and Wahlberg’s Eagles, 
Gabar Goshawk, Black, Little and 
Ovambo Sparrowhawks, Lanner 
Falcon, Gymnogene and Giant Eagle 
and Barn Owls. 


Thirteen apprentices were members 
for at least one term during the year. 
They attended training sessions, 
hunting forays and lectures. In July 
members had a most enjoyable 
weekend at the Rosenfels’ farm in the 
Matobo Hills near Marula. This 
involved a varied programme from 
hunting the hawks to censusing hyrax 
(Rock and Yellowspotted) and 
observing raptors in the wild. Mr. 
Ngoni Chiweshe (from the Ornitho- 
logical Unit of the Department of 
National Parks and Wildlife Manage- 
ment) instructed the group on the 
censusing technique and several areas 
were sampled. This will be repeated 
next year in order to establish baseline 
information on the prey base of Black 
Eagles in the area. A pair of Lanner 
Falcons was observed nesting in a 
Black Eagle nest, while a Martial 
Eagle nest contained a chick. The 
latter nesting area has been known for 
over 70 years! A number of visitors 
were shown around the facility 


including: Barrie Britton and Lloyd 
Buck from the BBC Natural History 
unit; Mike Richards (wildlife camera- 
man, UK); Dr. Neil Deacon (old boy 
falconer 1987; Mark and Ali Muller 
(Bostwana); Dr. Tim Kimmel (Presi- 
dent of the North American Falcon- 
ers’ Association); Warren and 
Vannessa Goodwin (Raptor Research 
Group); Ian Thomson (wildlife 
consultant and falconer, RSA); David 
Maritz (old boy falconer 1966; 
Washington State, USA); Reegan 
Haswell (National Avian Research 
Centre, U.K.); Graham Arnott (wild- 
life artist, RSA); Peter and Jenny 
Steyn; Brian and Linda Worsley; Gil 
Cottrill; Mike Condy; Woody Cotterill 
(curator of mammals, Natural History 
Museum, Zimbabwe); Paul Weeks 
(Phd research student, Dept. Zoology, 
Cambridge University); Michael Keall 
(Cambridge University); Dr.Bob 
Chick (Natural Resources Institute, 
U.K.); Dr. Peter Jones (Edinburgh 
University); Isaac Layman (photogra- 
pher, and son of falconer Steve 
Layman, Washington State, USA); 
George McAllister (falconer and 
parent, Botswana); Dot (falconer 1991 
and old boy) and Ginnie Fearon; 
Spoff Smith (falconer 1993 and old 
boy); Ken and Di Drumond (parents) 
and Derek and Sarah Solomon (safari 
operator). Dr. Tim Kimmel spent a 
few days here and accompanied us on 
several successful hunting forays. He 
presented an excellent lecture on his 
doctoral work on the North American 
Goshawk, enjoyed by a party of 
falconers from Bulawayo as well. He 
generously donated a years free 
subscription to NAFA as a raffle 
prize, won by Ben McAllister. Mark 
Muller from Botswana most gener- 
ously donated a new Customs 
Elecronic RB4 Receiver, plus two 
transmitters. This is by far the most 
substantial donation ever made to the 
club and we are deeply indebted to 
Mark. The unit has already proved 
most useful, with members flying two 
excellent Black Sparrowhawks. We 
now have two telemetry sets for the 
college club, a great luxury.I assisted 
Paul Weeks in his Phd research on 
Redbilled Oxpeckers, using “Blondie” 
(Peregrine tiercel) to test their reaction 
to raptors. Paul gave an excellent 
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lecture on his Phd research, some of 
which will dispel certain myths about 
this species. Paul assisted me by doing 
spectograms of Taita Falcon calls. 
Drs. Peter Jones (University of 
Edinburgh) and Bob Chick (Natural 
Resources Institute, UK) did some 
research work on a sample of 
Redbilled Queleas, used for food for 
the Taita Falcons. Over Easter I 
collected nearly 8000 Redbilled 
Queleas in the Save Conservancy with 
the help of James Dale (doing his Phd 
on this species, from Cornell Univer- 
sity, USA) and Jack Amonie 
(DNPWM). David Maritz visited from 
the USA, his first return to Falcon 
College since he attended George 
Grey in 1966. He was, and still is, a 
keen raptorphile. Both he and his 
brother Paul have been senior staff at 
Microsoft .David was test manager for 
DOS and Windows, while Paul is 
currently Bill Gates’ number 2. I did 
two radio programmes for Wildlife 
Forum with Peter Rollason and 
Aubrey Packenham, the first on the 
successful breeding of the Taita 
Falcon and the second on the trip to 
Israel, where I presented a paper at an 
international seminar entitled 
Migrating birds know no boundaries. 
A television programme on the 
activities of the club was screened on- 
Attitudes for SATV. 


Taita Falcons breed for first time in 
captivity in Africa 


Both pairs of Taita Falcons mated, 
but only one female laid a clutch of 
three eggs, which yielded one young 
tiercel, the first success in Africa. The 
other female was used successfully to 
raise this chick. as I had pulled the 
eggs, hoping to get a second clutch. 
Unfortunately, despite the fact that 
they were most attentive to the scrape 
and there was much courship activity. 
they did not relay. Hopefully the 


foster female will be stimulated into 
breeding in future, after her sojourn 
with the chick. She became very 
broody during the exercise. Both pairs 
of Peregrines mated, but only the 
younger pair produced a chick from 
four eggs. Unfortunately this chick 
died at three weeks, from a suspected 
infection. The older pair (16 years 
old) successfully raised a Black 
Sparrowhawk chick. 


RRH 


Model Flying 


There has been a revival of interest in 
the club this year, with three regular 
flyers and several interested 


Dusty Nielsen with his model aero- 
plane on the Falcon airstrip. 


participants. Flying takes place on 
Sunday afternoons at the Falcon 
airstrip, Weather permitting 


At this stage, aircraft include a Piper 
Cub, a ‘Stik’, a ‘Rookie’ and a 
powered glider. Two of the members, 
D Nielsen and S Knight ‘soloed’ 
during the year. and are now slowly 
working their way into aerobatics. 


Interest in the club is high, but 
unfortunately so is the cost of equip- 
ment, and this factor undoubtedly 
deters many. However, it is planned 


to construct a ‘club’ aeroplane, using 
a spare radio, so that those without 
equipment, might experience this 
fascinating hobby. 


SK 
Mylne Society 


President : EJ Marais 
Chairman : D Nyoni 
Secretary : S Knight 


On all counts 1997 was another most 
successful year for the Mylne Society. 
Undoubtedly one of the highlights of 
the Mylne year was the outing to Mr 
Mylne’s grave. It was most fitting for 
the society to learn something about 
the life and history of the man 
it seeks to honour. 


On Thursday the 6th Novem- 
ber, the society held its 
traditional annual dinner at the 
La Gondola Restaurant in 
Bulawayo. As usual a deli- 
cious meal was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all. Other features 
which were on the 1997 
Mylne calendar were the 
inaugural speeches, music 
sessions and videos. 


It is with great regret that the 
society must bid farewell to its 
long standing president Mr EJ 
Marais whose enthusiasm and 
wit will be hard to replace. 
We do hope that after his 
travels he will continue his 
interactions with the Mylne 
Society. On behalf of the 
society I would like to con- 
gratulate Mr D Grant and wish him 
the best of luck with his forthcoming 
term of presidency. 


SK 


The third meeting of the Mylne 
Society was held on Sth July 1956, Mr 
MV Laing addressed the society on 
the topic of “Eggs and Sweeps’. The 
minutes of the meeting read: ‘This 
somewhat misleading title he ex- 
plained was mines and the sweeping 
of the same. He went on to explain 
the workings of the German mines 
and the methods of sweeping them 
and of protecting ships against them. 


He also told us about the British 
mines, to which the Germans never 
round an answer. 


Mr Laing was the Housemaster of 
Tredgold before becoming a Head- 
master in Kenya. After retiring from 
there he returned to Falcon and ran 
Hervey whilst master in charge of the 
Science Department. 


EJM 


Novices Society 


President - Mr D Grant, 

Chairman - C Mwaanga, 

Vice Chairman - A Cumming 
Secretary - L Mlotshwa 
MEMBERS : M. Nicolle, N Jones, 
R Dawson, D Chitrin, M McKillop, 
M Nkala, G Whiley, M Whaley. 
M Munson, T Glover, B Dube, 

R Heap, A Ebrahim, K Savul, 

E Wayoe, J Soullier, V Dube, 

G Ncube, D Swemmer, M Gibson. 


Despite several interruptions to the 
scheduled year, the meetings contin- 
ued on a regular basis and the society 
ended the year active and viable. Mr 
Grant is standing down as President at 
the end of 1997, and Mrs Macdonald 
has kindly agreed to assume this 
position for 1998. 


DG 


Junior Natural History 


Master-in-charge : GA Macdonald 
Chairman : BC Stubbs 

Secretary : GS Coulson 

Committee members : PM Brown; 
BC Mulders; S Munro; JK Retzlaff, 
SR Webb 


The society has yet again had a very 
active year. At the beginning of the 
year we started with forty-nine 
members but by the third term 
membership had grown to sixty-one. 
This is the largest number we have 
had for several years. 


The society met sixteen times during 
the year. Activities varied consider- 
ably. Several wildlife videos were 
shown and members attended some 
of the meetings run by the senior 
body when interesting guest speakers 
were invited. 


A number of members assisted 
Duncan Middleton in his research on 
soil erosion, while others were 
involved in preparing displays tor 
Open Days. The better qualified 


naturalists acted as instructors when 
the grade 6’s from Carmel Primary 
School did a three day ecology course 
at the beginning of the second term. 


These were two outings - one in the 
first term and one in the third term. 
The first trip was a weekend spent at 
Gagu camp near Marula. A wonder- 
ful time was had by all - a total count 
of 89 birds and 17 different mammal 
species were recorded. We are 
grateful to Mr and Mrs John 
Rosenfels for allowing us the use of 
the camp. 


In the third term twenty-five members 
spent a weekend at Debshan Ranch 
near Shangani. We went to a new 
camp on the banks of the Ngezi river - 
a very beautiful and relaxing setting. 
The boys spent much of the time 
exploring the area and fishing. 
However, 93 bird species and 16 
mammal species were recorded. For 
the first time we also recorded reptiles 
which included a Puff Adder and 
Mocambique spitting cobra. Dr 
Swanepoel gave us an interesting 
insight into how they count game on 
the ranch and how this information is 
then analysed. Yet again we are most 
grateful to 

Dr Swanepoel for allowing us to visit 
the ranch and for giving up his 
valuable time to speak to the Society. 


I wish the incoming committee for 
1998 a fruitful and successful year. 


GSC 


Senior Natural History 


Master in charge: R.R. Hartley 
Chairman: I.D. Middleton. 
Secretary: C.D. Middleton. 
Committee: M.I. Hale (displays), 
B.G. McAllister B.G. (log book), 
R.D. Swales (videos), 

Zaal, J.L. (library). 


The society enjoyed a relatively busy 
and varied programme this year. 
Some very good field work was 
achieved by I.D. Middleton and his 
team of D.L. Drummond. D.R. de 
Villiers and J.L. Zaal. They continued 
to work on the rehabilitation of a 
significantly eroded area in Quiet 
Waters, a project started in 1996. 
Several members of this society and 
the Junior Natural History Society 
assisted as well from time to time. The 
techniques used proved successful and 
the group wrote up their results. 
winning the Marjory Saunders Essay 


prize. This project will be submitted 
for formal publication in the Geo- 
graphical Education Magazine. The 
same individuals were also involved 
with studies on Barn Owls, Little 
Sparrowhawk and Wahlberg’s Eagle. 
Several young Barn Owls and two 
Little Sparrowhawk chicks were 
ringed. The Little Sparrowhawks bred 
in a Jacaranda near Hervey and 
virtually over the main tar road near 
the traffic island, which proved the 
most perilous site in the 15 years that 
I have observed breeding in the 
college grounds. On several occasions 
the chicks jumped out of the nest 
prematurely and had to be replaced. 
They both fledged. A number of 
interesting talks were given during the 
year including: I.D. Middleton on the 
project on rehabilitation of an eroded 
area in the Quiet Waters Conservation 
Project Area (QWCP); RRH on 
vegetation in acacia woodland in 
QWCP; hedgehogs by RRH based on 
a couple of live animals recovered at 
the college; The Northern Goshawk in 
Eastern USA by Dr. T. Kimmel 
(biologist, lecturer, and President of 
North American Falconer’s 
Association); ecology and behaviour 
of Redbilled Oxpecker by Paul 
Weeks, who has been studying this 
species at Sentinel Ranch for his PhD, 
from Cambridge University; bird 
migration knows no boundaries and 
bird migration and airstrikes by RRH, 
two talks based on his recent attend- 
ance at an international conference in 
Israel. The video library continued to 
grow and programmes shown 
included: 


Elephants in the Luangwa Valley; 
The big boss on the Cape Buffalo; 
Hunters of the sky; 

On the raptors of the Scottish High- 
lands; 

The beauty and the beast on leopards; 
Two in the bush on wildlife 
cameramen Alan and Jane Root; 
World centre for birds of prey 
featuring the conservation programmes 
of The Peregrine Fund Inc.; 

Patterns in the grass on zebra; 
Eagles in the sky on the Whitebelled 
Sea Eagle in Scotland and Western 
Europe; 

Falconry in Arabia; 

Hawking in the West; 

Superhunts -superpredator; 

Gannets - the stormbirds and 

Alien empires on insects. 


RRH 
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Photograhy 


Master in charge: R.R. Hartley 
Chairman: C.L. Fourie 


C.L. Fourie continued to be the most 
productive member by far and his 
work continued to mature. He has a 
good future in this activity. Other 
members who produced some work 
included P.S. Boyce, B.G. McAllister 
and C.W. Nelson. There are two fully 
stocked darkrooms and it is hoped that 
members will prove more productive 
next year. Photography can be great 
fun, while the recreational and 
professional opportunities are consid- 
erable. It is vital that prospective 
members appreciate that progress can 
only be achieved by getting out and 
taking photographs! 


RRH 
Shooting 


The shooting club has continued to 
meet once a week. It remains a 
popular club with demand exceeding 
supply. There have been questions, 
raised by boys, concerning enlarge- 
ment of the club. Unfortunately there 
is only one afternoon a week for 
shooting and this is only just suffi- 
cient to provide enough shooting time 
for the current 24 members. 


The annual interhouse and individual 
shooting competition took place in 
November. There were three parts to 
it. Firstly 30 rounds were fired in 
groups of five from 25 metres in 
kneeling, standing and prone posi- 
tions. Secondly 30 rounds were fired 
from 50m in the prone position. The 
third part was a falling plate phase. 
Chubb the 1996 champions began as 
favourites, but consistent shooting by 
George Grey and Founders put both 
of them ahead in the first two phases. 
Founders then had a chance of getting 
ahead in the falling plate. They had a 
good try, but some very good shoot- 
ing by the junior George Grey pair, B 
Joubert and W Cumming, kept them 
at bay. In the individual competition 
B Francis was the top marksman and 
was awarded the Caryer Cup for 
marksmanship. M Thorn was a close 
runner up. The results of the competi- 
tion were as follows: 


Interhouse 1st George Grey 875 
2nd Founders 842 
3rd Chubb 786 
4th Hervey 7718 
5th Tredgold 680 
6th Oates 638 


Individual 1st B Francis 244 
2nd M Thorn 241 
3rd J Truscott 237) 

(top junior) 
4th R Stewart 216 
5th B Mostert 206 


6th W Cumming 198 


WAR 
Snake Club 


Master-in-charge : PW Aust 
Chairman : APB Heili 


1997 has seen a slight improvement in 
the number of snakes turning up in 
and around the College. The good 
raining seasons we’ve had over the 
last few years seem to have allowed 
the numbers of snakes to build up to 
some degree. The large number of 
immature snakes seen or caught in 
and around the school grounds is 
quite impressive and it is hoped that in 
a couple of years the area will once 
more be restored to its former serpen- 
tine glory. 


So far this summer season twenty - six 
snakes have been caught in the Falcon 
College grounds (see table 1). The 
majority of these snakes were released 
in the surrounding wilderness area, far 
from the prying eyes of shotguns and 
broomsticks! 


Presently the club houses twenty - 
three snakes including eleven species 
(see table 20, our empahsis being on 
quality rather than quantity. This 
summer we hope to expand the 
collection with suitable mates for the 
present specimens. possibly allowing 
for a large scale breeding programme 
to be taken on in 1998. The highlight 
of the season was a clutch of twenty - 
three eggs produced by our pair of 
Mozambique Spitting Cobras on 
16/11/97. The eggs are presently 
being incubated and if all goes well 
the hatchlings will be released in a 
suitable area to boost the local 
population, 


The only hiccup this year occured on 
Friday 19 September when | was 


bitten on the right index finger by a 
Mozambique Spitting Cobra whilst 
trying to remove it from its cage. The 
incident cost me eight days in hospital 
and the loss of the finger. Ironically 
the snake which bit me was a nine 
year old veteran of the Club and was 
considered “the tamest snake of all”, 
often used in demostrations due to its 
placid nature. 


A number of boys showed a keen 
interest in the club with feeding and 
handling operations being enjoyed by 
all. Certain members deserve special 
mention for their willingness to do 
those jobs without which the club 
would never run. JL Versveld and 
WB Cumming consistently provided 
frogs, rats and lizards for the ever- 
hungry snakes whilst regularly 
Carrying out the tiresome task of 
cleaning out the cages. APB Heili 
and D Gopal were always willing to 
help out with handling sessions and 
have proved themselves as competent 
members of the club. The general 
commitment of all the members has 
shown itself in the smooth and 
efficient running of the club this year. 
It is hoped that 1998 will show an 
increase in the number of boys with 
an inclination towards learning more 
about this fascinating field of natural 
history. 
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Table 1 
Specimens collected in Falcon grounds 


(2nd and 3rd term 1997) 


Type Number caught 


Adult Immature 


Egyptian/Snouted Cobra 


Mozambique Spitting Cobra 
Puff Adder 

Snouted Night Adder 
Boomslang 

Herald 

Stripe Bellied Sand Snake 


Table 2 


Specimens presently housed in the club 
as at 19/11/97) 


Number 


Patrick Aust with a puff adder caught in 
the Cunningham's garden 


Immature 


Black Mamba 
Egyptian/Snouted Cobra 


Mozambique Spitting Cobra 
Gaboon Adder 
Puff Adder 
Snouted Night Adder 
Herald 

Tiger Snake 


NP rmB]re |e 


Brown House Snake 
Mole Snake 


MATABELELAND STEAM LAUNDRY 


THE MATABELE MOB ARE THE GUYS YOU NEED 


THEY HANDLE DIRTY PROBLEMS THE GREATEST SPEED 
THEY'VE GOT A CONTRACT OUT ON YOUR WASH DAY BLUES! 
THE MATABELE MOB ARE THE GREATEST NEWS 


DIRTY HARRY 


THE GUYS YOU NEED 


Tel.: 26446 Bulawayo 
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Wish 


The wind whispers silently 
Wishing... 


Perhaps, to be a gale 
Crackling, crying 

A tumultuous tempest, 
Howling, hectic 
Wailing, whistling 


Waning 
Wishing... 
The brook, babbles, 
Wishing... 
Andre de Beer and Charles Nelson were joint winners this year, of the Brebner Perhaps, to be a river, 
Cup for Verse. Torrentuous, turning 
Moment of Silence: Rapidly running 
Peace descends on all around, Gushing, rushing 
A gentle sigh is the only sound, Plunging 
A world reflected in that instant, Washing 
From death, to life, to infant. Wishing... 


we will all perish, 


we will all die. The spark cracks, 


Wishing... 
A tear drops, and the deep organ sounds, 
And the ashes are gently laid in the ground Perhaps, to be fire, 
The air is cool and crystal clean Crackling, killing 
The final farewell is drawing near, Destructively decorating 
Peace be with you my friend, In monochrome. 
Peace be with you in your end. Hated heat 
Sweltering 
Wishing... 


Charles Nelson 


Cernol 
Chemicals 


(Zimbabwe) (Pvt.) Ltd. 


SUPPLY A COMPLETE RANGE OF SPECIALISED CHEMICAL 
PRODUCTS FOR ALL INDUSTRIES. 
WE'VE BEEN SYNONYMOUS WITH TOP QUALITY MATERIALS 
TOP QUALITY MATERIALS 
TECHNICAL EXPERTISE 
and PERSONAL SERVICE 


FOR OVER 35 YEARS IN ZIMBABWE 
We have a SPECIALIST ... for 
Sanitising and Sterilizing, Boiler and Cooling Water Treatment 
Laundry and Dry Cleaning, Food and Beverage Plants 
Metal Treatments, Electro-Plating, Filter Aids and Lubricants 
Textile Auxilliaries and Dairy Chemicals 
Industrial Cleaning 


CERNOL CHEMICALS (Zimbabwe) (Pvt.) Ltd. 


P.O. Box 344, Harare P.O. Box 8129, Belmont, Bulawayo 
Telephone: 662681 /5 Telephone: 66296 
Fax: 663544 Fax: 66718 


Bells 


Shaking hands strike the match 
Shaking hands light the twist 
Dilated pupils eye the batch 
Dilated pupils are stung by the mist 
Blackened lungs fill up with smoke 
And wheeze it out more easily 
Muscles relax when given a poke 
Head sags real easily 

Pink elephants pirouette and prance 
however, when against the bubbles 
They don’t even stand a chance 
Bells are chiming softly, softly 
Bells are chiming softly. softly 


Circles of white around the nose , 
Overthrowing his vast depression 
Coca powder is his only solution 
Abducted from the real world 
Inaccessible, this feeling of bliss 
Nirvana is near, so Close yet so far 
Euphoria rushes, clouding his mind 
Bells are louder, louder 

Bells are louder, louder 


Auburn taste with fiery circles of green 
Colours are heard, sounds are seen 
Intoxicated mind, tantalized and 
tampered with 

Delirium of colour flashing and burning 
Bells are clanging, clanging 

Bells are clanging, clanging 

Bells roar 

Bells of hell. 


Michael Parker - 2A1 
Honours in Girls College 
Literary Competition 


Journey through the 
Underworld 


The river Styx moved sluggishly 
down its eternal course, steaming and 
bubbling. The ghost stood watching 
the river make its way. The moans of 
the ghosts that were doomed to shiver 
on banks forever echoed around him. 
He opened his mouth and four golden 
coins, that were placed there during 
his burial ceremony, fell to the 
ground. He picked up the coins and 
made his way down towards the ferry 
at the edge of the river, and its 
Captain Charon. The cries of the 


others became fainter and fainter. 


He reached Charon and silently 
dropped the coins into his hand. 
Charon nodded and pointed towards 


This page sponsored by PNO Butler 


the boat. The ghost climbed in and 
sat down. Gently, the boat pushed off 
and glided across the river, not 
seeming to be affected by the boiling, 
reddish-brown sludge in which it 
floated. As the boat nudged up 
against the opposite shore, Charon 
pointed towards the top of a hill. It 
was covered in a thick undergrowth 
that had turned red from the water in 
the river from which it fed. The ghost 
climbed out of the boat and started the 
long climb up the hill. When he was a 
short way up, he looked back but 
Charon had already disappeared and 
the river was engulfed in a steaming 
mist. 


As the ghost made his way upwards, 
the pods of the undergrowth burst and 
seeped a warm red liquid underfoot. 
He still had much of a climb left to the 
top, but already he could hear the 
rhythmic panting of what must have 
been a huge beast. He reached the top 
of the hill and froze in fright. There, 
lying across the gate to the under- 
world, like a massive living barrier, 
was Cerberus. The ancient 3-headed 
dog seemed to be sleeping. His chest 
heaved up and down and jets of hot 
breath hissed out of the mouths of all 
three heads, as his tail, split into nine 
tapered ends, waved lazily in the air. 
The ghost crept quietly past the dog 
while trying to avoid the swishing tail. 
As he was watching the tail the ghost 
stumbled and 
fell, letting out a 
small cry as he 
hit the ground. 
One of the heads 
stirred at the 
noise and 
sounded a deep, 
sharp bark. The 
ghost pulled 
himself up and 
ran for the gate, 
past the heaving 
mass of Cerberus 
as the rest of his 
gigantic body 
rose from 
slumber. The 
ghost ran at full speed for the gate, 
which seemed miles away as Cerberus 
was bearing down on him. barking 
and howling. He had just passed 


through the gate, as one of the 
gigantic heads snapped down where 
he had been a second before. The dog 
howled its rage at the ghost, before 
lumbering back to its post. The ghost 
slumped dewn against a tree, ex- 
hausted. 


He turned to his left and saw acres 
and acres of Asphodels spreading out 
before him. In between the flowers, 
he caught glimpses of the ghosts of 
deer and many ghosts hunting them. 
He rose to his feet and scanned the 
horizon. He could see Hades' tower, 
as small as a black pinhead set against 
the sky. He started down the hill and 
through the fields towards the tower. 


By the time he reached the end of the 
fields, the light was diminishing, 
making it difficult to see. The ghost 
was very thirsty, and he thought he 
could see a small well at the top of the 
hill. He scrambled forwards up the 
hill, and upon reaching the top he saw 
two crystal clear pools of water. He 
had heard about these two pools, one 
of which, the pool of Mnemosyne, 
enabled you to recall your entire past 
and foresee the future. The other, the 
pool of Lethe, destroys all memories 
of the past. The ghost had to make a 
careful choice, but was too tired and 
thirsty to wait any longer. He plunged 
his head into the closest pool and 
drank deeply. Immediately his head 
began to swim and he lost all aware- 
ness of the surroundings. As he fell to 
the ground, he glimpsed three figures 


standing over him before he 
blanked completely. 


When he awoke early the next 
morning, he could not remember 
how he came to be lying on the 
ground, or even how he had arrived 
in this strange place. Three dark, 
faceless forms were standing over 
him, These were the Three Judges 
of the dead. He quickly got to his 
feet and tried to run, but one of the 
Judges reached out and grabbed 
him by the hair. Screaming in 
agony, he was dragged back into 
their cloaks. After consulting each 
other for a while, the judges 
pointed to a bare patch of earth 
next to the wells. The ground split 
open to reveal a dark pit. Screams 
of pain and suffering echoed up 
from the depths. The Judges picked 
up the ghost and dropped him down 
the hole, the entrance to the Punishing 
Ground. 


As he hit the ground with a dull thud, 


the opening closed and the last shafts 
of light were absorbed in inky black- 
ness. Howls reverberated around him, 
as if rebounding off the darkness 
itself. He strained to see into the dark 
as a low slithering and hissing sound 
approached. He scrambled to his feet 


and tried to run away, but seemed to 
be gaining no ground. The sound 
grew closer and was now accompa- 
nied by a sickly yellow glow. He 
tried to speed up, but seemed to be 
pulled towards the light. Two yellow 
eyes pierced the dark and masses of 
hissing snakes struck at his face. The 
first of the Furies had come to punish 
him. The other two Furies closed in 
on him from the darkness. The 
yellow light from their eyes dimmed 
as they went to work on their victim. 
The ghost felt jolts of pain wracking 
his body, as he was tortured. 


“But no worry,” he thought for he 
would soon forget the pain and not 
remember what was to come. 


James Etherington - Smith. 1A! 


The Cheat 


The blistering heat blazed relentlessly 
onto the tarmac. Waves of nausea 
washed over the runner and he 
felt his senses disintegrate into 
blankness as the pain swelled 
through his body. He couldn’t 
go on. He stumbled. He fell. 
He rose to his shaking knees 
and then collapsed, lying like a 
discarded rag on the shimmer- 
ing ribbon of tar. 


In the distance a farm truck 
crept over the horizon. The 
wizened old driver whistled in 
horror as he saw the body 
stretched out in front of his 
vehicle as he rattled to a halt. 
Stepping arthritically out of the 
cab, he went towards the still 
form of the runner and leaning 
over him, offered him help. 
“Water”, murmured the sun- 
burnt, dehydrated lips. The 
ancient man went back to his 
truck and re-emerged with a 
plastic bottle of lukewarm 
water. 


“May I lift you to the town?” he 
asked in scratchy English. In a 
moment, as though from nowhere, a 
plan arrived in the runner’s mind.... 


The old farmer willingly drove the 
marathon runner for seven kilometres 
to the next bus stop. He was reluctant 
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to leave the young man there but, in 
his simple way, accepted the boys 
story that his parents lived in one of 
the nearby farmhouses. 


As the farm truck rattled up the hill 
towards Bulawayo, the marathon 
runner stretched his relaxed muscles 
and set off 6n his race. 


The boy didn’t have to strain to stay 
in front of the other runners and he 
arrived to a rousing applause twenty 
minutes before the next runner. Five 
hours later, when the whole team was 
in, the shining trophies where handed 
out and “The cheat’’ went up to collect 
his prize. 


Turning towards the cheering crowd a 
single wizened old face caught his eye. 


A cold, wet feeling crept across his 
triumphant feelings. Little hammers 
started pounding in his brain. Little 
devils started chanting “cheat, cheat, 
cheat” in his mind and all the time the 
old man’s eyes looked at him. 


“Cheat, cheat, cheat”. 


Swinging back towards the crowd, he 
put his cup down and stumbling 
blindly, rushed through the cheering 
crowd. 


A few days later the newspaper 
headlines read “Marathon Runner 
confesses all...” The winners trophy 
went to the second placed runner. the 
youngest grandson of local farmer, 
Mr Ndlovu. 


A. Marshall 1A1 

(National Winner of Form I Prose in 
the National Institute of Allied Arts 
Literary Festival). 


Jostling for Space 


Caught, captured, 
surrounded, enclosed. 
The terrible pressure of 
unknown 
shoulders, buttocks, 
waists 
toes. 
All know it, all hate it, all 
accept it. 


In the line, in the queue 

at the concert, in the cold, 
in the hot, 

It’s the same, same old 
lot, same struggle. 


Held in by a roof, it seems like a roof. 
It hold all in, holds everything in; 
sweat, smell, tension, 
vibration. 
And all these thoughts are the same, 
emerging from people, 
who are all thinking the same. 
But, 
they are all themselves. 


There is no unity, only those of 
mothers. who hold their 
babes like banners. 
It is a struggle, a riot, just for an extra 
inch or two, because the 
person next to you, 
is utterly 
disgustingly, repulsive. 
They would be all right, if it weren't 
for this swarming mass. 
Of swarming people. initially keen 
and excited, now dull, disappointed, 
Starving on sore feet. 


Wishing they were alone in a big, 
friendly 
homely space. 


Space, the universe, so much vastness, 
no end. 
But on the streets bend, on the 
continents’ plateaux 
Everywhere there is this 
amalgamation of 
people, 
people’s houses, people’s cars, all 
awfully 
Jostling for a little bit, 
a tiny bit 
of space. 
A. Mavros U6 
(National winner for Open poetry in 
the National Institute of Allied Arts 
Literary Festival) 


A Strange Journey 


In the blazing sun stood the flat 
topped acacia tree, with its leaves 
spread out along the branches and 
pods drooping down like lanterns. 
This is where a strange journey begins 
on the hot dusty plains of Botswana. 


Every summer when the heavy rain 
thrashed down at the earth, acacia 
trees bring new green leaves and 
another load of pods, filled with little 
seeds. These new leaves and pods 
invite visitors like monkeys, elephants 
and birds. This is the next stage in the 
Strange journey of the acacia’s seed. 
Unlike other seeds that travel with the 
wind, the acacia seed travels in the 
stomach of the elephant. 
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In one of the plains there was a big 
lovely acacia tree that had just 
produced his own little pods of seeds. 
The monkeys were the worst enemies 
to the tree because they ate the seeds 
one by one so all the seeds that they 
ate were crushed and chewed. Later 
on in the season the green colour of 
the bush had turned to light brown 
and the acacia’s pods had dried up 
and fallen to the ground. A herd of 
elephants came lumbering towards the 
lovely acacia tree. They lunged their 
trunks on to the ground and started 
eating the pods. The seeds were 
crushed by their molars but some got 
through with no harm down the 
throat, into the dark and slimy gut. 
After the elephants had gorged 
themselves they had a rest under the 
same acacia tree. After a bit, they 
walked down to the river to get a 
drink and cover themselves with mud. 
Inside their stomachs the seeds were 
being thrown around and acids flowed 
about them but it did no harm to the 
seeds. 


The elephants carried on for a long 
trek across to Zimbabwe, to better 
feeding grounds. They travelled 
through thick scrub and marshes, and 
valleys until they got to the Limpopo, 
were they stopped. The seeds by now 
were going to come out as waste. 


The elephant faeces fell 6 foot to the 
ground, into the Limpopo water with 
a splash, and went with the current 
down the river. The elephants trekked 
on, but the seeds were washed up on 
the banks, and after a long time they 
began to grow. 


After many years when the elephants 
had crossed the river plenty of times, 
the seeds were now huge trees with 
their branches stretching out above 
the Limpopo. And it looked as if the 
seeds of the next year were going to 
travel by water, instead of their 
strange journey that they went 
through. 


G. Coulson 2A] 
Honours Certificate for Prose in the 
National Allied Arts Festival 


The Strange Journey 


My father had died when I was five. 
He left my mother with Ben and me. 
Alone, she had the demanding task of 
raising two sons. She had to switch 
from a comfortable life of a housewife 
to that of an overworked waitress. 
Exploited by her employer, she 

earned a meagre salary and after a 
strenuous day’s work she was ex- 
pected to prepare dinner for us. 


From a young age I saw the anguish 
in her eyes and realised that she was 
suffering. She always reassured us, 
saying it was all right and that she 
could cope but inside I blamed my 
father for what had happened to her. 


My teenage years sped by and 
throughout my adolescence I gain a 
reputation as a rebel and delinquent. 
Ben, on the other hand, became 
successful, graduating high school 
and earning a university scholarship. 
I had become the black sheep of the 
family. I was involved in petty crime 
but soon proceeded to heavy criminal 
activities including robbery, arson, 
vandalism even drug trafficking. 


One fateful night my entire life 
changed. I sat in my van waiting for 
my contact to appear with the heroin. 
I was nervous, hands clammy, 
heartbeat throbbing in my ears and 
sweat running down my forehead. 
Suddenly, a siren wailed behind me. 
Stunned, I put the van into gear and 
attempted to outrun the police down 
the alley but as I crossed the intersec- 
tion I was hit by an oncoming blur. 


There was darkness all around me. A 
voice called out, beckoning me 
towards the bright light. In the light 
stood a well-built man who I found to 
be very familiar. He led me into a 
room and soon I realised it was a 
prison cell. Inside I saw a scrawny 
figure sitting alone. hands covering 
eyes and weeping. The man beside 
me then pointed to a sign at the end of 
the corridor. There. in faded black 
letters, was written “Death Row”. 


Everything became dark again but this 
time the man showed me a young 
boy. looking miserable and isolated 
from the other children in the play- 
ground. The man again pointed at a 


sign nearby which read, “City Or- 
phanage”. Then he held my shoul- 
ders, looked into my eyes and in a 
soothing, warm voice said, “Please 
forgive me.” It was then I knew, 
without a doubt who he was. 


Instantaneously, a bright light 
consumed the surroundings. As the 
radiance dazed me, I felt myself 
descending while the voice com- 
manded, “Go back, change your 
ways. Your family needs you.” 


I regained consciousness in the 
hospital. Ben and my mother sat 
behind a glass wall that separated us. 
I thought about the man I saw in the 
prison. I was that man. The boy in 
the orphanage was my son. I then 
knew what I had to do - change my 
ways. I thought of the man that 
guided me and in a prayer to him | 
whispered, “Dad, I forgive you and 
thank you for showing me the way.” 


S. Patsika 2A1 
Honours Certificate for Prose in the 
National Allied Arts Festival. 


A story of Great Courage 


It was a day before the Cultural 
Evening at Falcon College took place. 
It is an event in which many schools 
take part. During one of our English 
lessons the teacher told the class that 
everyone would be reading part of a 
poem she had found. My blood ran 
cold. I hated speaking in public as did 
a few others in the class. 


As the teacher handed out the poems, 
I quickly scanned the poem for the 
easiest part. I found a short para- 
graph, quite easy, near the end. Then 
the teacher started calling out para- 
graphs and if you wished to read it, 
you put up your hand and she would 
choose a person. | looked around 
hoping no-one would want to read the 
same passage as I did. “Who would 
like to read paragraph 15?” asked the 
teacher. I raised my hand slowly 
scanning the room tor another hand, 
hoping. praying there wasn’t another 
hand. “All right Jonty you can read 
it.” said the teacher making me jump. 
T could read my paragraph. It eased 
my dread of having to read. 
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We practised reading the poem and 
when it got to me. I hesitated and 
then started reading. I seemed to read 
very slowly and not in time or in an 
uninteresting voice. The teacher said. 
“Good, now I want you all to memo- 
rise your words and be ready for 
tonight.” The day crept by slowly. I 
kept repeating the words to myself so 
I would not forget them. Then night 
fell and we were outside the hall. 


Our class’s poem was the next item. I 
brushed my clothes off nervously and 
kept repeating my words to myself. I 
was wondering what would happen if 
I made a mistake and then everyone 
would laugh at me and I would have 
let my class and teacher down. The 
item finished; we started leading on - 
my hands trembled. I faced the 
audience, they were smiling and 
waiting in anticipation. The poem 
started well and then it was my turn to 
speak. The hall was silent for a second 
and then I started reading. It was a bit 
shaky at first but it got better. At last 
Ihad finished. I felt overcome with 
joy as we lead out the hall. The 
teacher said “Well done!’’, and 
thanked us. When she left we started 
talking excitedly. At the end I heard 
our headmaster thanking us and 
talking about the courage it took for 
people to stand up there and talk. I 
smiled slightly. I knew what he was 
talking about. 


R. Stewart 3A1 
Honours Certificate for Prose in 
National Allied Arts Festival 


Garbage 


Scavenging birds wheel in the sky, 
Dark silhouettes against an angry 
yellow blaze, , 

Swirling shadows playing on the 
ground whirling, 

And skimming over the irregular 
surface, Harsh guttural cries carried 
by the wind as they 

stoop and swoop towards a mountain, 
Penetrating a thick blanket of rank 
and humid air, 

A heavy sludge of obnoxious vapour 
rolling off the mountain, 

Like viscous lava oozing from a 
sulphurous fissure, the mountain like 
a cancerous growth rises from the 
ground, 

Emitting a revolting stench, 

A fetid colossus to all putrid waste, 
Man made! 


Littered around the mountain lie great 
bony carcasses of cars, 

Red flakes peeling off the metal like 
drying blood, 

Leaving tattered mosaics glaring 
under the sun, 


An intricate maize of miniature paths 
weaving through 

the undergrowth of mildew coating 
cloth, 


Tattered plastic bags rustling and 
fluttering in the stifling breeze, 
Scrambling, scurrying rats as large as 
cats scatter, 

Across mottled sheets of rust en- 
crusted metal, 

And the mountain growing bigger 
each day stands, 

Stark against the background of clean 
nature, 

An accusing finger against mankind. 


Beneath the ever thickening crust of 
refuse, 

The mountain writhes and squirms in 
darkness, 

As between the buried shards of glass 
and decaying wood, 

Multitudes of miniature nightmare 
creatures from the bowels of the earth, 
Wriggle their way through the warm 
damp compost, 

Poisonous fungi and patchy bacterial 
colonies, 

Savour the rot and stench, 

Of their malignant subterranean haven 
moist and clammy, 

emanating an essence of earthly evil, 
But man continues his ever increasing 
production of garbage. 


Nicholas Jones 4A1 
Honours Certificate for Poetry 
Form IV National Allied Arts Festival 
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Speech Day and Prize - 
giving 1997 


Chairman’s Address 


John Hendrie, Chairman of the 
Governing body, presents Ted and 
Marilyn Marias with a gift of 
appreciation for their 34 years of 
service to Falcon College 


Mr and Mrs Baxter, distinguished 
Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen, Boys 
of Falcon College. 


Once again may | add to that of the 
Master Of Ceremonies my own and 
the Board’s welcome to this auspi- 

cious day in the Falcon year. 


As some of you may recall from the 
previous times that [ have found 
myself before you like this I have 
always wondered at about this time of 
the year why the Chairman is ex- 
pected or allowed to speak at all. 
There really isn’t very much for him 
to say that is interesting and appropri- 
ate that everyone in the room doesn’t 
already know. 


The reason has finally dawned on me. 
It is obviously the job or the duty of 
the Chairman to be so intensely dull 
that the succeeding speakers appear 
brilliant by contrast. This realisation 
is actually quite convenient because | 
know it will be very easy to make a 
good job of it. 


From a Board perspec- 
tive, this year has 
largely been one of 
concentration on the 
extremely tricky 
business of balancing 
fee income and running 
costs at the same time 
as prioritising projects 
and finding the neces- 
sary resources to 
finance them.. 


It is easy to draw up a 
long wish list of new 
facilities but everyone's 
view of what the 
priorities really are tend 
to be different, (especially in a 
developed school like Falcon where 
the basic infrastructure is well estab- 
lished). Long and expensive wish lists 
or pipedreams do not on their own 
create the development. Now, after a 
couple of years of consolidation 
during which no major capital ex- 
penditure was made, the need for 
some new facilities has again become 
more acute. 


At the same time, with the relative 
success of the preferential seating 
scheme for companies and careful 
financial management we had again 
reached the stage where it could be 
seen that the necessary resources for 
further development could be made 
available without putting the basic 
financial fabric of the college at 
unacceptably high risk. 


After a lot of soul searching, and a 
most productive two day meeting 
where members of the board and staff 
sat down to really get to grips with the 
issues and Falcon’s strengths and 
weaknesses, it was decided recently to 
go ahead. as most of you will be 
aware, with the priority projects - 
namely a new swimming pool. 
technical centre and village electrifi- 
cation. 
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I am delighted that these much needed 
developments are at last under way 
(we first started talking about a new 
pool in the eighties) and I would like 
to thank everyone involved in the 
hard background work that has 
brought us thus far and in advance for 
all the work that still needs to be done 
to bring them to reality in the next few 
months. 


This is not an ideal forum for me to 
talk about school fees and teachers’ 
salaries in any detail. With the staff 
behind me, (literally anyway) I would 
have no chance of detecting assent or 
dissent and would certainly not be 
able to dodge any missiles launched at 
my person, probably justifiably. With 
the parents mostly in front, and 
recalling the audible gasp which came 
from this body last year when the 
‘magic figure’ was mentioned, I am 
sure that the staff would be monitor- 
ing their every reaction. The 
fundamentasl problem however 
remains. 


Fees have to be kept as low as 
possible from a parent affordability 
point of view, but if we are going to 
retain our best all-round teachers, and 
be able to afford to attract new blood, 
without whom an institution like this 
simply cannot exist, we have to raise 
the necessary income from which to 
reward them properly. 


This is not only Falcon’s problem and 
indeed was the subject on which most 
discussion time was spent by repre- 
sentatives of the boards of governors 
of many of Zimbabwe’s 54 trust 
schools at their annual conference a 
few weeks ago. 


There is no easy way out. All our 
schools (even some government 
schools) are facing the same problem 
and I think we are going to see the 
inevitable result. Fees are going to 
have to rise at more than the rate of 
inflation in order to progressively 
redress salary imbalances where they 
occur, a difficulty which has been 
exacerbated by the tax authorities’ 
much tighter attitude to perks which 
had become traditional in many of our 
schools. 


As aresult we are probably going to 
see a lot of increases for 1998 in 
excess of the 30% mark. If parents 
want their chosen schools to be able 
to continue to provide their young- 
sters with the sort of education they 
sent them to school for, they are just 
going to have to dig that extra bit 
deeper. Falcon is no exception. 


Even as late as yesterday’s board 
meeting we had to send the third draft 
of the 1998 budget back for redraft. I 
am afraid that I am therefore unable 
right now to tell you exactly how this 
will translate into next year’s fee, but 
I must say that it is unlikely that we 
will be able to get away with an 
increase of less than 30% on this 
year’s level. 


This I know is going to be hard for 
some parents to find but I am sure you 
will agree with me that we just cannot 
allow a deterioration in the standard 
of all-round education to take root by 
scrimping on teachers’ salaries, 
catering and facilities. 


As [have already implied no-one 
associated with Falcon would want to 
see a decay during the course of their 
involvement nor in the future when 
the direct involvement is over, 


Before I leave the subject of fees I 
think I should add that any parent who 
may have difficulty in understanding 
or accepting the rationale of our fee 
level when the exact proposed level is 
known is welcome to approach me or 
a member of the Board for clarifica- 
tion. I would also like to add, I hope 
on a lighter note, a bit about the 
history of the cost of sending a boy to 
Falcon.... 


I believe the fees when the college 
opened in 1954 were ninety pounds a 
term. It might have been ninety 
guineas, but anyway that was then 
about the price of two good mombes. 
When my son came here in the 
eighties I was told that I was paying 
something in the region of two good 
cows aterm, I am no cattle expert but 
it does appear that this rule of thumb 
has prevailed right through Falcon’s 
torty-odd years of existence, and we 
are still, this year, at two mombes a 
term. It will not be at all surprising at 


this juncture next year if we find that 
the 1998 fees are - and no prizes for 
guessing - two good mombes. 


It is said that a good speech has a 
good beginning and a good ending 
and that both parts should be kept 
very close together. [ am in no danger 
of creating too long a separation and 
have probably already achieved my 
duty to make my successors look 
better. But Ido have one more duty 
to perform and this is a pleasant one. 


Pleasant, not because Ted and 
Marilyn Marais are retiring, but 
because we all treasure and honour 
the 34 years they have spent at 
Falcon, 


How can one compress the story and 
achievements of half a lifetime of 
dedicated service into an occasion like 
this? I would guess that Ted’s quick- 
fire response to this question would be 
something like - “Boy, do the 
beginning and the end close together.” 


It all began for us when the Marais’ 
arrived along with their 2-year old 
son, Johnny, in January 1964. It 
ended when they retired in 1997..... 
Well, hang on, we seem to have 


jumped through the middle a little bit 


too fast, and I think at least something 
of this important part is necessary. 
There is no doubt that this middle has 
seen EJ and Mrs EJ play a major role 
in the shaping of this institution and 
that their outstanding personalities 
have endeared them to everyone who 
has passed through it in one way or 
another. 


Ted, after a short stint at Oates, 
became housemaster of George Grey 
soon after his arrival, in which 
capacity he served for 19 years - that 
makes him the longest serving 
housemaster at Falcon. But it is the 
quality of the job he did, not the 
length, which was the important thing 
and he will always be remembered for 
tough discipline without ever losing 
his sense of humour. George Grey’s 
Sunday inspections are now legend. 
and any old George Greyan of that 
time (some of whom are in this hall as 
fathers today) will tell you of the 
military precision which, without 
being oppressive. resulted in window 
brasses and floors rivalling a palace. 
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He also took charge of the Cadet 
Corps early in his career and remained 
there until it was disbanded in 1980. 
This earned him the nickname ‘the 
Captain” to add to the Sarie and Ma 
Sarie which had also been coined. He 
has done two stints as president of the 
Mylne Society, one for 10 years from 
the early days and a second for the 
last four years. 


He has involved himself in coaching a 
wide range of sport, particularly at the 
lower levels which can so easily be 
neglected. He was a founder member 
and is currently Vice Chairman of the 
Quiet Waters Committee. I have 
merely scratched the surface, but it is 
obvious that his wide and varied 
interests in the extramural activities of 
school life were of enormous benefit 
to the school. 


As a teacher, however, he has also 
developed a tremendous reputation 
and his students will remember him 
for his relaxed unorthodox style of 
teaching where humour and many a 
joke interspersed what would have 
been described by many as the 
otherwise tedium of learning Biology. 
Alas this is not the occasion for 
anecdotes - but they do abound and 
many, probably embroidered in the 
relating over the years , have become 
legendary. 


This is not to overshadow the enor- 
mous contribution that Marilyn has 
made, both behind the scenes and in 
front. She has not only brought up 
their family (their twin daughters 
emanated from here) and supporting 
and sometimes correcting her hus- 
band, but she has also made a signifi- 
cant Contribution in the classroom - 
part-time from 1970 as a mother 
bringing up young offspring and then 
on a fulltime basis since 1982. 


Finally to both the Marais’ presence 
in the Staffroom - together they have 
over the years brought much delight 
to this body with their often devastat- 
ing sense of humour and fun. Both 
will be missed a great deal in all walks 
of lite a Falcon but it is fitting that 
they will not be far away and will be 
taking up residence just across the 
border in one of the Quiet Water’s 
retirement cottages. I am told that they 
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intend to do some travelling too and it 
therefore gives me great pleasure to 
ask them both to step forward to 
receive something to help them on 
their way. 


But do come back. We will all value 
and ‘enjoy knowing you are not over 
the hill but still just over the fence. 


Mr and Mrs Marais, congratulations, 
thank you, and enjoy your well- 
earned retirement at the place you 
have made better for a third of a 
century. 


Headmaster's Speech 


Mr & Mrs Baxter, Mr Chairman and 
Mrs Hendrie, members of the Board 
of Governors, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen, (this of course 
includes all the boys of the College) 
welcome to you all. 


One of the most exciting aspects of 
living in Zimbabwe for me is the fact 
that the winds of change are always 
blowing - for some of us too fiercely, 
for other not strongly enough. What- 
ever Our position, we are always 
facing incredible challenges. Do we 
sit back to be swept along with the 
whirlwind or are we going to help 
chart its course? This College aims to 
prepare the boys for modern life, in a 
Christian atmosphere, under disci- 
plined condition, with the opportunity 
to develop leadership and character. 
We have helped to lead the way to 
open Education and yet we often 
continue to be accused of being elite, 
privileged and undemocratic. 


We do not need to apologise for our 
existence. Our schools, small in 
number, can’t play a major role in 
mass education but our ideas certainly 
can. Our strength lies in the fact that 
we can teach our pupils how to think 
and not what to think. It is wrong to 
coerce children into opinion, but it is 
our duty to will them into experience. 
We are certainly in times of trouble 


and yet hope. Opportunities abound 
but what enormous responsibilities we 
and our children carry. We need to 
share our facilities and expertise and 
create opportunities for all our pupils. 
A study of history would reveal that 
every Country has to fight its own 
battle for tolerance and trust and it is 
here that schools such as this come in. 
Our letterhead notes that we are an 
Independent School. This implies not 
only independence of State Control 
but also independence of mind - an 
asset not as common as one might 
wish or think. We live in a world in 
which fashion and conformity are the 
order of the day. Just about every- 
body wants to wear Doc Martin’s or 
pierce their body parts, or most of 
your son’s friends will be going to 
raves or whatever the latest fad may 
be. Parents sometimes mock this but 
they are often rather conformist 
themselves. Those who can afford it 
will usually drive certain types of 
German car. If they are younger and 
don’t drive a twin-cab or Land Cruiser 
they can’t be a proper “yuppie”! 
Princess Diana was worth millions to 
the British fashion industry because 
millions of women wanted to dress 
like her or wear their hair in the same 
style. 


Where conformity becomes more 
serious is when people suspend their 
critical faculties and bow to the 
dictates of what I am going to call 
“political awareness”. The politically 
correct view in my opinion is more 
than merely the fashionable view. It 
claims to be the view that is not only 
very different from other opinions but 
morally superior to them. The battle 
for truth is never finally won. 


Political correctness in no joke. 
Words are really nothing but the 
clothes that our thoughts wear. so 
trying to enforce conformity in 
language and expression ultimately 
means trying to enforce conformity in 
the way we think. We must all be 
aware of this. We must exercise our 
rights of free speech, they need 
exercise because conformity very 
easily becomes a habit. There is far 
too much of this in Zimbabwe today. 


How can we at the College ensure that 
this freedom of speech, thought and 
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action are maintained? 


I believe that it is related to a mainte- 
nance of standards, a protection of the 
ethos of Falcon. The word standards 
is used in almost every conversation 
related to Schools. As a result it 
appears in the media and is used to 
argue both for and against whatever is 
being discussed. 


“Most people are other people” 
declared Oscar Wilde. “Their 
thoughts are other peoples opinions, 
their lives a mimicry, their passions a 
quotation. Most people love beauty 
because their neighbours love the 
same beauty. They admire strength 
because everyone does so. Very few 
among us have the courage to set our 
own standards of values and to abide 
its 

Standards - what are standards and 
which ones are we concerned about? 
I suggest that standards are the way 
we assess ourselves, but it must be 
accepted that standards are, in a way, 
relative and they do change over time. 
There is a debate overseas at the 
moment about the standard of A 
levels. Is an A level pass what it used 
to be? 


I judge our standards here at Falcon 
by where our products go and how 
they are received and I am still 
referring to academic standards. Over 
the last few years we have had boys 
going from here, having written our 
localised and partially localised 
examinations to Oxford and Cam- 
bridge and several other prominent 
English Universities, the best of the 
U.S.A., Australia and of course to 
every tertiary institution in South 
Africa. 


At this stage I must confess to being 
proud of our products. There are 
always a few who find the rails too 
narrow a gauge and they fall off and 
perhaps for them the tracks of life will 
always be of too narrow a gauge! But 
can we measure standards by the 
success of our products? I believe we 
can and we should. Our boys do well 
and they have drive and ambition and 
they have sound values. Our boys are 
in all corners of the world and they 
are successful. 


Of course, when we talk about 
standards, one should also talk about 
standards of behaviour, moral stand- 
ards and the standards by which we 
live our lives. Over the years I have 
covered many of these aspects in my 
annual address but I do want to draw 
attention to them and once again urge 
parents and families to consider them 
and to work with us to uphold them. I 
sincerely believe our standards are 
sound in these areas but we are 
constantly coming into conflict with 
society, the media and outside 
pressures, all of which urge young 
people to relax their standards. Are 
we, as parents, as concerned about 
these standards as we are about 
academic standards? We should be, 
because there will be little advantage 
in having good academic standards in 
a decadent, immoral and loose 
society. One may as well, in that 
case, live by ones wits and apply the 
same loose values to everything one 
does. 


I suggested earlier that standards 
could be measured by comparing our 
achievements in the market place and 
you must turn to your information 
sheet and the magazine to see how we 
do this. At this stage let me say how 
aware I am of the part played by the 
staff in all that happens. This is a 
great school with high standards 
because it has a staff who are commit- 
ted and whose values lead boys to 
achieving, developing and growing. I 
thank all the staff for this and include 
all those who serve the Falcon family 
with enthusiasm and loyalty. In 
particular I thank my second master, 
Gordon Macdonald and other senior 
staff for their invaluable support and 
advice, and the Bursar. Mr Watson for 
his meticulous care of the College 
finances and administration. 


We are sadly losing several members 
of staff who have served the College 
with commitment and dedication. 
You have heard of Ted and Marilyn’s 
life - long association, and Peter 
Cunningham is returning to the more 
academic atmosphere of University 
whilst Obert Munodawata is moving 
to town for family reasons. We owe 
them all a debt of gratitude and assure 
them a warm welcome here at Falcon 
whenever they may return. 


My years in the Conference of Heads 
has made me only too well aware of 
just how fortunate and privileged I am 
to Head a family of staff so diverse in 
culture, in background, in make up 
and personality and yet so loyal and 
supportive of their Falcon home. 


Thank you. 


I take this opportunity to thank all the 
boys of 1997 who have helped to 
make this a very successful year. 
They have set high standards and 
appear to have enjoyed doing so. 
They have been superbly led by 
Takunda Bimha, this year’s Headboy, 
and the College Prefects, as well as by 
other boys who have held leadership 
positions and I include here the 
Captains of the various sports and 
chairmen of societies, to name but a 
few. 


Mr Chairman I now briefly want to 
look at some areas of significance and 
exciting development. The first is the 
building of our new Technical Centre. 
We started our Technical Graphics 
and Metalwork a few years ago in 
improvised buildings, and their 
outstanding successes warrant a centre 
of their own. 


Along with this is the building of our 
new Swimming pool - long overdue 
but worth the waiting for. 


We are also upgrading and developing 
our Computer Centre. As is custom- 
ary in any family development 
programme we are also committed to 
the extension of power services to our 
employees’ village. 


For Quiet Waters - 800ha, we have 
been donated 6 Zebra, 4 Giraffe, 
Eland, Waterbuck. Solar lighting has 
been installed in the Camp site. 


All this has taken a great deal of 
planning and effort and on behalf of 
the College I thank in particular the 
Board and our Parents’ Fund Raising 
Committee. 


Recently I read a piece of Shangaan 
folklore involving the Buffalo Thorn 
Branch. This branch travels along in 
a certain direction representing to 
them the direction of life and at each 
node there is a very slight change in 
direction and two thorns. The slight 
change in direction represents an 
adjustment in the journey through life 
while there is a small thorn pointing 
backwards for experience and a large 
thorn pointing forwards, for this is the 


way ahead. Schools have to grow and 
develop and no school can merely go 
on the way it has done for years. 
Schools themselves, being made up of 
people who attend them, and work in 
them, are evolving organisms. They 
have a responsibility to evaluate the 
pressures of the modern world, to 
judge what society wants of its 
products and to adapt accordingly. 

I think this is what you, our parents, 
want and expect and I believe this is 
what we owe those we educate. 


Perhaps this takes me back to stand- 
ards and are we maintaining them? 
How much of the maintaining of 
standards has to do with material 
development such as I highlighted 
earlier and how much has to do with 
continuing to do ordinary things well. 
What I have said this morning has, I 
hope, highlighted many different 
areas which requires us to maintain 
standards and all of which require us 
to look ahead, but also to learn from 
experience. 


I end with a quote for those who are 
leaving - it comes from Longfellow’s 
epic poem: The ladder of 
St Augustine 
“The heights by great ones 
reached and kept 
Were not attained by sudden flight 
But they, while their companions 
slept 
Were toiling upward in the night”. 


There is more to life than the pursuit 
of a chosen career - this is important - 
but it is the other non-career pursuits 
that will add fullness to your life. 


Good luck and God bless you. 
Thank you. 


Headboy's Speech 


Reflecting back on 1997, numerous 
successes and achievements across the 
academic, cultural and sporting 
spectrums of the college, have 
resulted in what can only be described 
as a vintage year. 


Therefore being granted the greatest 
schoolboy honour in being appointed 
Headboy and leading Falcon through 
such a fruitful year has been an 
experience that I will treasure for the 
rest of my days. 


The College. however, also experi- 
enced moments of disappointment. 
failure and sorrow. 
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Our darkest hour came when Collins 
Tigere, a member of the College, 
passed away as a result of brain 
complications. His untimely death 
was, and still is a very painful and 
tragic loss to biological family as well 
as the family that he had very much 
become a part of here at Falcon. 


For those who endeavour and perse- 
vere, I believe Falcon seeks to 
produce an individual with a balanced 
education, sound moral standards and 
a healthy state of mind. In this 
context many have expressed concern 
over the mediocre role academics 
have apparently played in our school 
environment over the past few years. 
The staff have injected into the 
College a more pronounced academic 
thrust that has effectively rejuvinated 
this facet of Falcon. The boys have 
responded enthusiastically evident 
from the marks that our ‘O’ and ‘A’ 
level candidates have attained over 
the past years. 


Successful sporting endeavours have 
been the true source of euphoria and 
school spirit this year. One cannot 
forget Falcon winning the Inter — 
schools Athletics Meeting, ably led by 
Nikela Ndebele who can claim the 
litle of the fastest man in Zimbabwe 
with an amazing time of 10,4 seconds 
over a 100 meters or that history was 
made on the Hockey field when our 
first team experienced no defeat for 
the second year in a row, a truly 
outstanding achievement. 


Rugby which has been synonymous 
with Falcon sporting achievements 
over the years witnessed a few of our 
sides being unbeaten, while the first 
team acquitted itself magnificently - 
losing only three matches and having 
the largest representation in the 
National Schools Team. Numerous 
other teams playing other sports 
equally brought pride to the Falcon 
Colours. I believe this was not the 
end but merely the end of the begin- 
ning of a new sporting era that is full 
of promise. 


Abundant and exciting cultural 
activities of a high standard within 
and outside the school boundaries 
balanced our extra mural activities. 


The support for all our'teams was 
admirable. But I must mention the 
tremendous support we’ ve received 
from parents and old boys. especially 
through their activities as members o! 


the newly created Rugby club, the 
Parents Fund-raising committee and 
in their individual capacities. Signifi- 
cant contributions have been made as 
aresult. I sincerely thank all those 
involved as this can only benefit the 
school. 


As the College prepares to enter the 
next millennium, I honestly feel that 
the social infrastructure that embodies 
Falcon’s traditional values has been 
strengthened and will continue to 
provide an opportunity for the 
development of most if not all the 
students. I would like to thank the 
senior end of the school, in particular, 
all prefects who through their open- 
ness, courage, exemplary and united 
approach to their responsibilities, 
have effectively subdued activities 
such as smoking, drinking and 
activities of ill — discipline. I’m 
deeply indebted to my College 
Prefects for the invaluable support 
they have given throughout the year; 
I'll always cherish the moments of 
laughter and sadness we have shared. 
Thanks guys - you'll always be family 
to me. 


On this note I would also like to thank 
the staff for broadening my perspec- 
tive on life, and the academic and 
administrative staff alike for the 
enormous role they played in main- 
taining the honourable identity of 
Falcon College. A special thank you 
goes to our Headmaster, Mr Todd 
who conscientiously guided the 
College through another rewarding 
year. Also to my parents who were a 
constant source of strength during my 
term as Headboy. 

To next year's Upper sixes, I say 
choose your path wisely -failing to 
plan is planning to fail. To all those 
who stay behind including all those 
that leave with me at the end of term, 
- in the end all must pass as new 


journeys begin, but you remain 


committed to my memories and my 
prayers SIC-ITUR-AD-ASTRA and 
BEYOND. 


Prize Winners 


Form Prizes : 

FORM 1 Form Prize: M.R. Johns 

Good Work Prizes: F.A. Jee 
M.C.V. Quenet 
L.H. Stephenson 
E.D. Stubbs 
N. Tarisai 


D.R.J. Westrop 


FORM 2 Form Prize: S.J. Patsika 

Good Work Prizes: M. Chitonga 
I.G. Chonzi 
J.LR. Lapham 
L.D. Maine 
G.T. Marisa 
S.R. Webb 


FORM 3 Form Prize: J.A.C. Soullier 
Good Work Prizes: P. Chadzamira 


F.M. Feruzi 

B.P.D. Goodwin 

M.J.Humphreys 
FORM 4 English: G.D. Whiley 
French: C. Mwaanga 
History: B.B. Dube 
Geography: G.D. Whiley 
Mathematics: A.R. Carruthers-Smith; 

G.D. Whiley 

General Science: K.H. Chiota 
Physics: G.D. Whiley 
Chemistry: M.B. Nicolle 
Biology: C. Mwaanga 
Commerce: A. Ebrahim; 


L.G. Mlotshwa 
Technical Graphics: §.R. Wakefield 


Metal Work: D.B. Mostert 
Art: S.R. Wakefield 
Computer Studies: —_D, van Schalkwyk 
Agriculture: H.J.A. Griffiths 
FORM 6 English:  B.R. Allardyce; 
A.C, Mavros 
History: BR. Allardyce; 
C.W. Nelson 
Geography: A.C. Mavros; 
C.W. Nelson; 
S.J. Oosthuizen 
Business Studies: R.N.C. Wilson; 
CK. Madzikanda; 
NT. Ravasingadi 
Mathematics: S.H. Morar; 
S.R. Knight 
Physics: B.J. Francis 
Chemistry: S.H. Morar; 
S.R. Knight 
Biology: B.P. Leonard; 
S.R. Knight 


General Paper: 
Art: 


B.R. Allardyce 
G.P. Mitchell 
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Special Prizes : 


Junior Ndebele Prize: P. Mace; 

L.D. Maine 
Junior Art Prize: J.A.C. Soullier 
Woodall Cup for Drawing: 

R.L.Crocker 
Junior Handwriting Prize: 

D.B. Bennett 
Junior Current Affairs: M. Mutwale 
Senior Current Affairs: A.A. Shroff 
Junior Reading Prize: M.J. Gibson 
Senior Reading Prize: L.G. Mlotshwa 
Junior Best Speaker Prize: 

J.N. Sibanda 
Senior Best Speaker Prize: 

K.B. Chituku 
Agg-Manning Cup for Senior Drama: 

M. Ndlovu 
Brebner Cup for Verse: A. de Beer 
and C. Nelson 
P.M. Lee; 
M.W. Milligan 
Natural History Prize: 1.D. Middleton 
Rob Laing Memorial Shield for 
Conservation: I.D. Middleton 
Mary Taylor Cup for Junior 
Conservation: G.S. Coulson 
Mumbengegwi Trophy: S.J. Miller 
Fotheringham Edwards Trophy for 
Sport: G.D.I. Lendrum 
John Lamb Trohpy for Sport: 

N.R. Ferreira; 


Music Prize: 


RJ. King 
Kim Margesson Memorial Trophy: 

C. Mwaanga 
Thomas Prize for 6th Form Science: 

S.R. Morar 
Headmaster’s Trophy: 

T.J. Bimha 
Greaves Trophy: R. Dhliwayo 
Governor’s Trophy: K.B. Chituku 


Headmaster’s Prize: TJ. Bimha 


Commendations and 
Citation awards - 2nd term 


(A) COMMENDATIONS 
1. First Aid duties this term: 


For always being available and 
reliable in the packing and checking of 
equipment also for carrying out minor 
First Aid tasks under supervision: 

G. McKECHNIE 

A.P.B. HEILI 

S.R. WEBB 

E.R. Le PATOUREL 

C.K. GOPAL 


2. To the entire cast of the play for 
the time and effort they put into 
making it the success it has been. 
Special mention is made of the 
following: 

N.A.T. MTSHIYA 

W.P. McCULLAGH 

M. NDLOVU 

E.N.O. WAYOE 

K.B. CHITUKU 

T.T. FURUSA 

C.K. MADZIKANDA 

A.S. SITHOLE 

A.D. KEEN 

who took the main roles, learnt 
their words well and co-operated so 
good-naturedly with the director. 


3. To the members of the back- 
stage and lighting crew of the play: 
R.B. GIRDLER-BROWN 
L.D. MAINE 
P.H. MARAIS 
D. NIELSEN 
C.A. JOHNSTON 
C.D. McCALLUM 
M.E.C. PARKER 


4. For coaching the Carlisle School 
soccer team : 

J. MHLANGA 

C.M. VERA 


5. For helping in the running of 
Mini-league rugby : 
T.A. WATT 


6. For the assistance in the 
coaching of junior rugby side and the 
refereeing of school matches : 

K.J. BIRCHALL 


(B) CITATIONS 
1. For his dedication and organisa- 
tion skills in First Aid: 

A. EBRAHIM 


2. For their hard work and co- 
operation in backstage and the 
lighting of the play: 
M.L. MOREMONG - props 
and stage manager 
G.P. DAUTH) lighting crew 
AT. JOHNSTON)"  * 


3. For assisting with the coaching 
and refereeing of junior soccer: 

D.P. THOMPSON 

T.C. KAMBARAMI 

L.B. BHANA 


4. For the efficient collation and 
presentation of rugby results; the 
supervision and maintenance of rugby 


equipment and the overall supervision 
of match days at Falcon. He has done 
a fine job: 

D.V.B. NYONI 


5. For their invaluable assistance 
and the interest they have shown in 
the coaching and umpiring of U16 
hockey: 

B.C. SIMPSON 

M.D. ANDERSON 


6. For entering whole-heartedly 
into the running of the Mini-league 
rugby. He has not only encouraged 
his own team, but he has coached and 
supported other teams lacking support 
or coaches. He has also refereed the 
games competently: 

W.P. McCULLAGH 


7. For their dedicated services to 
sport in the second terms of 1996 and 
1997 through their video filming of 
all home Ist team games and 2nd XV 
games: 

M.D, FLEMING 

D.P. THOMPSON 


8. For their commitment and 
reliability in the umpiring of Mini- 
league hockey games and their 
management of mini-leagueteams: 
C.R. JAMES 
G.D.R. EDWARDS 


9. For their enthusiastic and very 
valuable assistance in the coaching of 
the U14 rugby teams: 

D.D. EBRAHIM 

C.W. MUNSON 

S.J. OOSTHUIZEN 


10. For their services as Board 
members of the Interact Club - under 
their guidance the Club raised in 
excess of $8000 for community 
service this year: 

A.T. de BEER 

T.J. BIMHA 

B.R. ALLARDYCE 

RJ. KING 


11 JL ZAAL, DR DE VILLIERS: 
(re-award) For excellent all round 
contributions to the Falconry Club. 


12. CL FOURIE: For excellent 
contributions to the Photography Club 


13. JM CARSON, 

PFC CHINGOKA, FP MAVROS., 
CW NELSON: For their hard work in 
compiling,publishing and distributing 
the Peregrine 
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14) BM ZAAL - For his excellent 
contributions to music at Falcon 
College. 


15) CL FOURIE - For his reliability, 


enthusiasm and commitment as 
chairman of the Angling Society over 
the past two years. A member of the 
Zimbabwe Junior Angling team. 


RI MACKAY - For his commit- 
ment as a member of the Angling 
Society since its inception. He has 
served as a committee member for 
the past two years and is a member of 
the 
Zimbabwe Junior Angling team. 


16) MIHALE - Chairman of 
the Cattle Club in 1997. He has been 
a long-term member of the Club and 
has always shown enthusiasm for its 
activities 


17) APB HEILI - For his high level 
of knowledge in First Aid and the 
mature and important role he played 
during a serious crisis earlier this 
term, 


18) BM ASHBY, AMH 
CUMMING, 

DJ CHITRIN, BC SIMPSON: For 
their enthusiastic and valuable assist- 
ance in coaching and refereeing U16 
waterpolo.) 


Falcon Old 
Boys 


Very many thanks to all those who 
have continued to keep in touch this 
year, and to those who have renewed 
their links with Falcon. It means a lot 
to both the Staff and to the Old Boys 
Association to hear how past pupils 
are faring all over the world. Keep 
ithe news rolling in!! Any news 
arriving after December 1997 auto- 
matically will go forward into the 
1999 magazine. f 


Brigitte Randle 


ENGAGEMENTS 

BOTTON - Bruce to Elaine Clayton 
in June. 

BONSOR - Neville to Cathryn 
Brebner in July. 

CONNERY - David to Dana 
Chatham in December. 

COULSON - Peter to Catherine Bean 
in London in February. 
DAVENPORT - Craig to Bridget 
Phear in December 1996. 

DOLLAR - Perry to Susan Russell in 
Australia. 

HALE - Paul to Sacha Secrett in 
February. 

HEATHCOTE - Mark to Shelley 
Tayler in May. 

HOPKINS - Gary to Crystal 
Oostuizen in November. 

KRUGER - Mark to Ingrid Quinnell 
in June. 

NESBITT - Lance to Liza Spalding 
in November. 

NICHOLSON - Sean to Liz Bowker 
in April. 

RAINBIRD - Ivan to Jessica 
Stephens of Adelaide, Australia in 
January. 

SAUNDERS - Bryan to Kathryn 
Mcllrath on 25 April. 

TRUSCOTT - Adam to Sophie 

van der Merwe in January. 

VARDEN - James to Jainine Anketell 
of Melbourne Australia in April. 
VARDEN - Richard to Ashley 
Cameron in November. 

WHEWELL - Bryan to Cary-Anne 
James on 1 January. 


Marriages 


BROWN - Ray to Amy Mostert on 
8 August. 

HENDERSON - Bruce to Kate 
Hastings on 15 February. 

WAY - Jason to Charmaine Tudor- 
Cole in April. 


Births 


BECKS - To William and Mary-Jane 
a daughter, Christina Anne on 30 
January . 

BRUK-JACKSON - To Aidan and 
Debbie a son, Nicolas, on 28 Septem- 
ber . 

BRUK-JACKSON - To Glen and 
Tracey. a daughter, Gemma in May. 
BUTLER - To Mark and Lea a son, 
Kyran, in September . 

DOLLAR - To Geott and Kathy. a 


daughter in August . 

DOUIE - To Chris and Debbie-Lee, 
a son on 6 March. 

DOUIE - To Walter and Martina, a 
son, James Kenneth on 11 December. 
EVANS - To Craig and Heather, a 
son Bradley, on 24 March. 
FOLLWELL - To Doug and Sue, a 
son, on 27 December 1996. 
FRASER-MACKENZIE - To Richard 
and Sara, a son, Andrew on 15 April. 
HAWGOOD - To Tim and Caroline 
a daughter, Sarah Bryony in July. 
HEYMANS - To Pierre (Harry) and 
Lorraine, a daughter, Ashley, on 21 
February. 

HINDE - To Christopher and Carol, 
a son, Kyle Cameron, on 4 March. 
HOLBORN - To Andrew and Elaine 
a daughter, on 17 November. 

HOY - To Steve and Jax a son Craig, 
on 28 June. 

KNAGGS - To Charles and 
Georgina, a son Edmund Douglas 
Huntley on 29 January . 

LISTER - To Adrian and Melissa, a 
son in January. 

MUIRHEAD - To Darren and Lisa a 
son, Luke, in September. 

PEALL - To Steve and Renee a son 
on 29 April. 

PHILP - To Simon and Sarah, a son 
on 6 May. 

REED - To Shaun and Justine, a 
daughter, Taylor Ann on 27 February. 
RUTLEDGE - To Jan and Marylou a 
daughter Renee, on 27 October. 
SCHEIJDE - To Nicolas and Rayner 
a daughter Clara on 29 October. 
STORRER - To Duncan and Nancy a 
daughter, Shannon Dale on 31 
January. 

WAY - To Jason and Charmaine a 
son, Tristan, in September. 
WILSON-HARRIS - To Ross and 
Noleen a daughter, Tyra Lee on 25 
November. 


Old Boys News 


Zimbabwe 


IAN HELBY (59) would like to put 
the record straight and told us that 
contrary to what we printed last year, 
he is not the MD of Zimlife. but the 
MD ot The Discount Company of 
Zimbabwe Ltd. Our apologies! 
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JACK WHITE (59) has retired from 
_Zim Newspapers after 18 years as 
chief photographer for The Herald. 
He has now established a print 
broking company. He is still an active 
photographer, specialising in the 
commercial aspect of the art, which is 
going very well. 


COLIN LE PATOUREL (62) His 
only news is that he is ‘ Older, greyer, 
fatter and thirstier!!” Can someone 
please confirm this? 


‘J BX’ MCCHESNEY-MARTIN (64) 
is still farming with his brother. 
MICK MCCHESNEY-MARTIN (66) 
Son PAUL MCCHESNEY-MARTIN 
is at Rhodes University doing a 
teaching degree. 


DAVID MCCHESNEY-MARTIN 
(94) is at the University of Western 
Australia doing a B.Comm. His 
nephew, Brendon is in Form One at 
Falcon. 


TIM JOHNSON (64) is still Chief 
Executive of the Astra Corporation 
and Chairman of Cairns Holdings Ltd. 
He has recently made contact with 
STUART JAMIESON (63) in Califor- 
nia. He has also been in touch with 
DEREK WILSON (64) who has his 
own food company in the UK. His 
brothers MILES JOHNSON (64) and 
ANT JOHNSON (56) are in Natal and 
Botswana respectively. 


PHILIP MEAD (65) says that 
despite government taxes and levies 
he is still trying to farm in Mvurwi. 


ALAISTER COULSON (68) is 
Estate Manager at Falcon College and 
takes great pride in making sure the 
grounds are always immaculate! 


RICHARD SCHLEY (68) is still on 
the family farm (27 years!). 


STEWART COULSON (69) has 
now been at Falcon for a year teach- 
ing maths, science and agriculture. 
His wife Sue is in charge of the Art 
Department. They have three sons, 
the eldest two are now at Falcon. 


FRANK MILLAR (72) is farming in 
Glendale. Extended into Horticulture 
with roses and citrus, sending 12 
million stems to Holland, and export- 
ing 1750 tons of citrus to Europe per 
annum. They also grow Paprika, Seed 
Maize and Potatoes. 


NICK ARKELL (73) has given up 
his veterinary work to go full time 
farming in Raffingora. He is married 
to Adrienne, who is also a vet. 


TIM SOULLIER (73) Continues to 
work for the Edgars Group as Produc- 
tion Director in their ladies/children 
factory. His wife Caroline, runs her 
own wedding gown making business 
from home. Their son, Jason, is in 
Form 4 at Falcon and continues to get 
better than his father at golf (and 
cross country running perhaps’). 

All the family are staunch Falcon 
supporters and are frequently seen at 
the College. 


GREGORY RASMUSSEN (74) has 
been working on the conservation of 
the Painted Hunting Dog for the past 
8 years. He has a small and dedicated 
staff who work with him. His fascina- 
tion with snakes has continued from 
his Falcon days and he still works 
with the Natural History Museum on 
field surveys. As his work takes up 
all his time, he is still single! An 
international lecturing tour will take 
him off to all four corners of the 
world later this year. 


RAY BROWN (77) is working at 
BHP Hartley Platinum Mine as their 
chief geologist. He has met up with 
BRIAN HAWTHORNE (76) and 
WILLIAM DAVIS (76). 


ROD (Buster) BLEVIN (78) and his 
wite Sue have three sons, the eldest is 
expected here at Faicon in the year 
2000. Apart from growing tobacco, 
Rod is now growing roses for export. 
He and CRAIG DANCKWERTS (78) 
are stirring up some enthusiasim for a 
big contingent of ’78s to return to 
Falcon for the FOBs Weekend °98 


ANDY PUGH (78) has been working 
as Conservation Manager for Halsted 
Brothers Farms. This involves all the 
security, the game, game birds etc. 
He is married to Nicholette and has 
two daughters aged 9 and 5 years. 


IAN RUTLEDGE (79) is running an 
Ostrich operation and growing 
paprika in the Kwe Kwe area. He still 
does a certain amount of hunting too, 
and now promises to make time to 
come to our Old Boys’ Weekends ! 


DAVE HELFER (80) came second in 
the Cattleman of the Year awards. 


KEVIN MACKAY (81) is married to 
Nicky and they have two boys. He 
has been in the chemical wholesale 
trade since 95 when he left the 
clothing trade. 


‘JC’ NICOLLE (81) was voted top 
Soyabean Grower of the Year, and 
GAVIN NICOLLE (81) won the top 
award for his irrigated soyabeans. 
DAVID O’NEILL-WILLIAMS (81) 
is married to Carol and they have two 
boys. He is the director of an irriga- 
tion design and supply company in 
Banket and a maize and wheat milling 
company. 


MARK BUTLER (83) is working on 
the family farm in Shamva. His 
brother KEITH (92) is expected back 
from the USA at the end of the year. 
They are looking to diversify into 
citrus from the more traditional crops. 
He recently went on holiday with 
DAVID CURTIS (85) and family and 
met up with TONY WATSON (83) 
who is working for Standard Bank 
and managing to coach rugby and 
play golf. KEVIN BUTLER (85) is 
working for Zimcitrus, exporting to 
Europe. 


BRUCE NETHERSOLE (83) 
received a glowing write up in the 
Shooting Times And Country Maga- 
zine. He is a professional hunter and 
is kept busy with overseas clientele. 


WAYNE ‘Scrappy’ ROUSE (83) is 
leasing a tobacco section in Chinhoyi 
and grows 80 hectares. He is married 
to Rachel, and they are hoping for a 
better season after the last very wet 
one. (At least someone will be happy 
this year!) 


PHILIPPE RUSCH (83) is a Sales 
Executive for a tobacco company in 
Harare. He is married to Heather and 
they have a daughter. 


SEAN FALLON (84) is married to 
Caroline ( who very kindly filled out 
and sent this form to me!!) and they 
have two boys, Brendan and Rory, 
and are expecting their third child 
next April. Sean is in his fifth year of 
farming on the home farm. His 
brother MARK FALLON (85) has 
married a Dutch girl, Carla and they 
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live in Nottingham, England where he 
works for John Deere. 


IAN McDONALD SMITH (84) is 
farming with his wife, Kerry, and 
their one year old son, Alastair in the 
Beatrice area. 


GEORGE VAN WYK (84) is 
married with two sons. He has moved 
around the country in the safari 
business and is now running a photo- 
graphic safari operation in Chiredzi 
for Hippo Valley Estates. 


WARREN ABRAMS (85) is still 
happy in Kadoma and now the proud 
father of two daughters. 


COLIN BEATTIE (85) is working as 
Financial Director of the family's own 
farming company and has been 
married since August °96. 


SEAN HIGGINS (85) left the 
Tobacco Research Board at the end of 
*95 and has been working as a 
commodity broker for Croplink Pvt. 
Ltd , opening a branch in Chinhoyi. 
He visits the Zambezi and Kariba as 
much as possible. 


ALASTAIR REED (85) is married 
to Kim and they are expecting their 
first child in March. Alastair is 
working on a tobacco farm near 
Bindura, belonging to another FOB, 
TONY FRANCIS (61). 


PAUL DOLLAR (86) is farming 
tobacco in the Mutepatepa region . He 
is married to Lindy and they have two 
daughters. 


JOHN SPARKS (86) is still living in 
Chegutu with his Australian wife and 
their son Christopher. 


DUNCAN PAYNE (86) is farming 
tobacco, Rhodes grass, proteas, and 
breeding cows in Ruwa. He and his 
wife are expecting their first child 
next April. 


PHILIP REED (87) is married to 
Linda and they have a two year old 
daughter, Kelly. Philip is now on the 
family farm looking after the thriving 
banana section. He has also done a 
few hunts this year. 


ANDREW THOMPSON (87) 
completed his Economics Degree at 
UCT. and was articled to Coopers and 
Lybrand in Bulawayo. He has now 


joined the family mining business in 
Gwanda, with his wife, Lesley. She is 
a Capetonian and is adapting well to 
the ‘wilds’ of Gwanda. 


PAUL STRANG (88) .is to become 
the second-ever Zimbabwean to play 
county cricket in England. After his 
extremely impressive performance 
during the English tour of Zimbabwe 
he was signed by Kent to play for 
them during their 97 season. 


MARK BING (88) completed his 
Veterinary course at UZ at the end of 
1996, 


ANDRE VAN EEDEN (88) is 
married to Claire and they are farming 
on the home farm in Bindura. 


DAVID VAN WYK (88) has now 
been teaching science at Falcon for 
seven years. He also coaches tennis 
and hockey, and has done a 
magnificant job training the School 
Choir. He is married to Brenda and 
they have a two year old son, Kurt. 


ALLADDIN KHAN (89) has been 
running various family businesses 
since leaving Falcon. He has recently 
recovered from a serious car accident 
which has left him unable to play 
sport but he keeps himself fit at the 
Jocal gym and weight centre. 


MARK McKINNEY (89) is an 
Economic Geologist running his own 
consultancy business based in 
Bulawayo. 


RICHARD BECKS (90) is working 
as a tobacco manager for his father in 
Bindura. He is the Captain of Bindura 
cricket and plays for O.G.’s. He and 
Lucy have been married for 4 years. 


GAVIN CANTER (90) is market 
gardening on the family farm close to 
the Esigodini Village. His younger 
brother ROSS (93) has completed his 
degree and post graduate teaching 
diploma. His first teaching post in 
1998 is at Pretoria Boys High School. 
Their father, PAUL (64) is a doctor 
and continues to practice in 
Swaziland. 

NICK PARKER (90) is working for 
an internauonal mining company as 
the data processing officer. He is also 
studying for a BSc in Computer 


Science and Geology. He is engaged 
to be married next November. 


GRANT PIO (90) and his wife are 
living happily in Mhangura awaiting 
the arrival of ‘Pio Jnr’ in April 798. 


HAMISH RUDLAND (90) com- 
pleted his degree in commerce at 
Massey University, Palmerston North, 
New Zealand. He is currently running 
his own transport business in Harare. 


WILLIAM RWASOKA (91) has 
recently qualified as a Turner Machin- 
ist and has registered as a student of 
the Institute of Chartered Secretaries 
and Administrators. 


DAVID BRIDGEFORD (92) is a 
commercial pilot with a private 
company in Harare 


ROBERT EASTWOOD (92) has 
been at Lackham College for the last 
3 years and is now back on his father's 
farm. 


RICHARD EVANS (92) is growing 
roses for export on a large scale in the 
Esigodini Valley. 


GARY IVERSEN (92) has just left 
Cape Town, where he graduated as 
top Hotel Management student and 
has now returned to Bulawayo to run 
the Hilltop Motel. 


JULIUS MAKOVAH (92) success- 
fully passed all his C.A. exams this 
year. 


IAN NIELSEN (92) is now,back in 
Harare after playing another season of 
rugby for Sunnybank in Brisbane, 
Australia. He intends to finish his 
training (and play more rugby!), in 
Harare, 


HEATH STREAK (92) has received 
so many write ups in the overseas 
Press along with half a dozen other 
FOBs following the English Cricket 
tour of Zimbabwe, that we have found 
ithard to keep up!! His ‘life history’ 
was briefly told in an article in the 
sporting section of the Sunday 
Telegraph. Despite all this he has 
found time to come out to Falcon to 
coach some of our up and coming 
cricketers. 


VICTOR PAUNGANWA (93) is at 
Ruzawi doing a BA whilst helping at 
the school. 
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GAVIN ROBINSON (94) did very 
well at Blackfordby this year. He was 
the ‘Best Student’ and won the 
Agricultural Engineering Trophy, 
attaining distinctions also in farm 
management and crop husbandry. 


WARWICK SCHLEY (94) is another 
Falcon success at Blackfordby. He 
was runner up in Agricultural Engi- 
neering, runner up Best Practical and 
Best Academic Student runner up 
Best Overall Student and attained 
distinctions in crop husbandry and 
engineering. 


GALEN SWALES (94) won the 
Meatmark Trophy for Livestock at 
Blackfordby and attained distinctions 
in crop and animal husbandry. 
BRIAN COCKER (91), MARK 
COULSON (95) and ROBERT 
PALMER (93) all received First 
Class Diplomas from Blackfordby. 


HEATH COWAN (95) is a sales rep 
for a packaging firm in Bulawayo. 


TIMOTHY EASTWOOD (95) 
worked on the family farm for 18 
months and is now attending 
Blackfordby on a 2 year course. 


JAMES EDWARDS (95) is currently 
in his second year of Advertising and 
Marketing at UNISA. He is working 
as the product manager for Zimbabwe 
Music Corporation, and assures us 
that Zimbabwe is becoming a lot more 
advanced musically. 


RODNEY GRAY (95) is working in 
a fishing shop and spends most 
weekends trying out the merchandise! 


TICHAKUNDA MANDIVENGA 
(95) works for C.F. Tulley in Harare 
and is studying for a B.;Comm degree. 


Vengai Mashungu and Victor 
Paunganwa at Ruzawi 


VENGAI MASHUNGU (95) is in his 
second year at Ruzawi School where 
he is helping out at the same time as 

doing a degree through UNISA. 


RODWELL SITHOLE (95) works as 
a trainee Tobacco Buyer in Harare. 


CLIFTON WALKER (95) At the 
time of writing he was the youngest 
Professional Hunter in Zimbabwe. He 
works with the family safari business 
as well as doing freelance work. 


JASON and NEVILLE WATT (95) 
have spent a ‘brilliant’ year in the UK, 
working for two schools in Oxford. 
They then farmed in Karoi for six 
months and are now at Blackfordby 
Agricultural College. 


TUNGA MASHUNGU (96) is at 
Midlands Christian College doing a 
BA. 


Ted Marais, Tim Tanser, Andy 
Laing watching the Old Boys’ 
hockey match 


South Africa 


ADRIAN GARDINER (61). In last 
year’s magazine we reported on the 
success of Adrian’s Game Park 
‘Shamwari’ near Port Elizabeth. This 
has been further confirmed by a write 
up on the proposed film ‘Mambo’ 
which will be filmed at ‘Shamwari’, 
with Adrian’s assistance. It is 
rumoured to feature the talents of 
Anthony Hopkins and Brad Pitt. 


PETER SAUNDERS (63) After 
leaving Falcon Peter was with the 
BSAP until 1980 when he moved to 
South Africa. He is now living in Port 
Elizabeth. 


TED ADLARD (64) lives in Johan- 
nesburg with his wife, Dorothea and 
son Byron. He has his own company 
supplying cranes to ports. 


WALLY HART (70) is the National 
Marketing Manager of Old Mutual 
Properties in Johannesburg. He was 
tempted here by the corporate world, 
having spent a few years in Cape 
Town with his own business. He has 
a daughter, Megan, and still plays 
water-polo, golf and goes fly-fishing 
whenever possible. He still sees 
ANDREW DU TOIT (73), GARY 
and PAUL CROSLAND (72), ALAN 
DICKIE (72) NIGEL FAWCETT (73) 
and has recently employed GERALD 
KABASA (90) 


PETER CARROLL (71) visited the 
School with his wife, Heather, and 
two children in August. They spent 
the afternoon looking around Falcon. 
Peter is in the banking world based in 
Johannesburg. 


BARBARA ADLARD (73) is now 
Barbara Jay and lives in Nelspruit. 
She says that she still bumps into the 
occasional Old Boy and would love to 
hear from any of her contempories 
trom 72/73. She has recently given 
up Pharmacy and works as a Travel 
Consultant. 


TONY HAWGOOD (83) visited 
Falcon in April for the first time since 
leaving. He came to visit his mother 
on the family farm in the Beatrice 
area, to attend his Grandfather’s 80th 
Birthday, and to sing in a concert in 
Harare. 


ROY DIXON (86) is now flying 
Boeing 747’s for SAA as First Officer 
and keeps in touch with Falcon 
through our very active SA branch. 


ANDREW BING (87) graduated 
from Rhodes University with a BA 
(HMS) in 1992. Has been selling 
Nissan cars and travelling extensively 
in Australia. He is married with two 
daughters. 


MARK GELMAN (88) graduated 
with a MSc Engineering at the end of 
96 and is now working in Cape Town 
as a Technical Manager. He thor- 
oughly enjoys the job and has trav- 
elled far afield including a trip to 
Singapore, on business. Work has 
reduced the time available for sailing 
but he hopes to rectify this soon. 
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MARC TRUMAN (88) is in Pretoria 
managing his own very successful air 
conditioning and refridgeration 
business. 


MICHAEL WRAY (89) obtained his 
BComm from Rhodes University in 
*93 and served articles with Deloitte 
Touche to qualify as a Chartered 
Accountant in °96. He is now doing 
an MBA at The Graduate School of 
Business, Cape Town, after which he 
is going to London to pursue a career 
in the financial sector. His brother, 
QUENTIN WRAY (86) is married 
and living in Grahamstown. He is the 
Financial Director of Albany Museum 
and is reading for his Honours Degree 
in economics at Rhodes University. 


BRUCE HENDERSON (90) married 
Kate in February and they are living 
in the Midrand where Bruce is doing 
his articles with Ernst and Young. 


FRANK TANSER (90) graduated 
with distinction with an MSc from 
Rhodes. and is at present employed by 
the Medical Research Council in SA 
in a study to determine and then 
hopefully reduce the areas of malaria 
risk in Africa. He is also lecturing at 
the University of Natal on Geographi- 
cal Information Systems to third year 
students. He is married to Leonie. 


LESLIE CROCKETT (91) isa 
qualified accountant working in Cape 
Town. In his spare time he enjoys 
the outdoor life hiking, fishing and 
spear fishing. His brother, COLIN 
(90) is working for a computer 
company in London. 


JULIAN STEWART (92) is studying 
at UCT in his final year of Chemical 
Engineering. 


VERNON SCHLEY (96) has spent a 
year in Durban at Damelin College 
and is going on to Rhodes University 
in °98, 

DANNY TANSER (96) is studying 
Electrical Engineering at UCT. He 
comes into contact with GEORGE 
TATTERSFIELD (staff) , ADAM 
BURKE (96) MARK FERNSBY (96) 
and KEITH LOMBARD (96). Danny 
is managing to have an excellent 
social life as well as getting to grips 
with his studies. 


Starting 2nd from left: D Lashbrook, S Wilson, I Redman, C Summers, to right 
of blackboard: Cube Gordon, R Heuff, D Bridges, NGammon (on end) 


FOBS’ GATHERINGS IN 
SOUTH AFRICA 


In November 1996 the KwaZulu 
Natal FOBs held a seminar. Some 35 
people, including wives and children 
gathered at Jimmy Bellos Sports field, 
Westville for a lunch time braai. 


The FOBs present were mainly of the 
1960s vintage though a couple of 
youngsters from the 90’s were around 
to shed light on new developments 
such as Chubb, George Grey and the 
wheel! 


During the course of the day, old 
school photographs were shown 
around and many yarns swapped. A 
bit of interhouse competition was 
decided on, and with the intricacies of 
cricket proving too complex for the 
Hervey contingent, a game of softball 
was played. 


Our sincere thanks to Roland Heuff 
for getting in touch with the widely 
dispersed FOBs and organising a most 
successful day. 

On the 4th of March 1997 they held 
another get together in Hillcrest. 
Those who attended and their news 
was as follows: 

COLIN VAN JAARSVELDT (65) is 
still with Slazenger and is looking 
forward to retirement. 


PHIL LANG (66) is doing well in 
business and ‘could probably sell ice 
to the Eskimos’ (Obviously good 
Falcon training). 


NEIL GAMMON AND DAVE 
LASHBROOK (90) are still good 
buddies and help tremendously with 
FOB functions. 


ROB HAY (65) is still with Storm 
Transport and is looking very well on 
it! 

GRANT DONALDSON (64) is a 
staunch FOB supporter and is reputed 
to be getting younger by the 

GAY iscse-- Maybe the two are con- 
nected??? 


CHARLES SUMMERS (70) is 
General Manager with Consul 
Corrugated and thoroughly enjoyed 
getting together with other FOBs 
again. 

PETER SMITH (86) is in Human 
Relations with Plascon Prints in 


Mobeni, and sends his best to all his 
FOB friends. 


ROLY HEUFF (62) ‘plods along 
totally unaffected by the pleasures and 
pains of life’. So being, he is also a 
staunch FOB supporter. 


DION HATTAN (87) is on his way to 
the UK having just completed his 
articles. 
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Mr and Mrs. Todd’s 
visit to Gauteng 


On a warm, wet Friday evening, Old 
Boys, parents and prospective parents 
from all over Gauteng, gathered in 
Randpark Ridge for the first of the 
Falcon Old Boys gatherings in 1997, 
The main objective of the evening 
was to.capitalise on the presence of 
Mr and Mrs Todd who were in the 
area. 


The evening began with an address by 
Mr Todd to the prospective parents on 
the College and various aspects of 
College life. Thereafter the FOBs 
started to arrive and were hosted by 
Nicole and Phil Wade, who also 
managed to extract money for raffles, 
50 Clubs etc. from them. What 
money they had left was duly spent at 
the bar! Soon the numbers had 
swelled to 45, ranging from 
Gcinisizwe Ndebele representing the 
90’s to Lawrence le Patourel, repre- 
senting the 50’s. 


During the evening, Sue Todd was 
invited to perform the 50 Club draw 
where Ian Bishop, Mike Samuels and 
Mike Condy took away Ist, 2nd and 
3rd prizes respectively. 


In all a great evening was had, where 
old friends were remembered and new 
friends made. Many thanks must go 
to the Wade family for all the hard 
work and effort that went into the 
evening . 


Botswana 


ANTHONY ROBERTSON (75) is 
thoroughly enjoying ex-pat lifestyle in 
Botswana as Administrator on a new 
$1,5 billion project to erect a 2nd, 
“state of the art’ diamond treatment 
plant at Orapa mine. He is married to 
Gail and has a son, Darren (7) and a 
daughter Samantha (5). He still 
manages to play tennis, golf and is 
still running. 


AJAY CHATHLEY (93) . After 
leaving Falcon Ajay went to The 
University of London and completed 
a degree in Business Management. He 
has now joined the family business in 
Botswana. He is confident that the 
grounding that Falcon gave him he'd 
him in good stead for success at 
University and life in general. 


Rest of Africa 


DAVID CARTWRIGHT (58) One of 
our Founder Members who is now in 
Malawi growing tobacco with his son, 
RUSSELL CARTWRIGHT (79) who 
is married with two children. They 
are well Settled in Malawi and enjoy 
the excellent sailing on the Lake. 


LESTER SHENTON (77) is farming 
in Mkushi, Zambia. The crops are 
doing well after a good ’97 rainy 
season, and the dams are full. He 
sends us news of BRUCE SKINNER 
(78) who is building a ‘mega dam’ 
along with four other partners. 


JEREMY TAYLOR (77) His father 
writes to tell us that Jeremy is now in 
Ratoul in the cacao business. He 
previously spent several years in 
Papua managing a coffee estate with 
his wife and three children. During a 
recent stay in Taunton someone on a 
crowded pavement called out ‘Are 
you from Falcon?’. As he was in a 
car at the time he couldn’t stop. If it 
was any of the Old Boys reading this 
please get in touch via us here at 
Falcon. 


OWEN EVANS (96) is currently 
minding his Uncle’s Camel Safari 
business up in Kenya. He assures us 
that this is the ideal way of seeing the 
bush, birds and wildlife, at the same 
time as being extremely environmen- 
tally friendly. He hopes to head off to 
the UK for the harvest, and on to see a 
bit more of the world before settling 
down to some seriously hard work, to 
realise some pretty challenging 
dreams! He has also managed to 
climb Mt. Kenya in between looking 
after the camels!! 


UK 


JONATHAN HOWATT (64) is on 
our UK FOBs committee and was 
recently out in Zimbabwe. He is still 
in private practice as a Chiropractic 
Craniopath in Oxford. He has just 
had his first book on ‘Complimentary 
Therapies in Dentistry’ published and 
a second book will be out soon.. He 
has been lecturing in the USA, UK, 
Europe and South Africa. His son 
Josh and daughter Kate are both 
studying Chiropractic in America and 
his youngest daughter is preparing to 
write her GCSEs. 


CLIFFORD MORLEY (64) who still 
works for FedEx based in London was 
in Zimbabwe in Mid-August organis- 
ing a workshop in Harare. He 
managed to find time to come down 
to Bulawayo and visit the School. He 
stayed with the Macdonalds and was 
given a comprehensive tour of the 
School and seemed suitably impressed 
with what he saw! 


JOHN BENWELL (68) and his wife, 
Sally, visited us here at Falcon in 
March. He has two children Nicholas 
and Clemmie, and is the Headmaster 
of Birchfield Prep. at Albrighton, near 
Wolverhampton. 


MIKE COHLER (69) has had a good 
year at York University where their 
Dept of Physics has been well up- 
graded. He still flies at every oppor- 
tunity and is Assistant Chief Instructor 
at the York Gliding Centre, and is also 
a Tug Pilot. He says that he was 
amazed to hear that the ‘infamous 
RICHARD GOODE’ (64), who 
receives numerous write ups on his 
aerobatic excellence, is in fact, a 
Falcon Old Boy! In summer last year, 
Mike flew a 6-seater Saratoga to the 
French Pyrenees and encountered 
several ‘interesting’ storms. 


DANIEL CULLEY (81) left the 
Royal Engineers in January ’95 and 
spent a short time working for a 
strategy consultancy. He is now 
teaching physics at Canford School, 
Dorset. 


MARTIN CARTWRIGHT (835) is 
still a bachelor and a student!! (So his 
father tells us) He is doing a NDA at 
Sparshot College Winchester, having 
been in the aviation industry. 


ADRIAN NORTH (88) after rejoin- 
ing his parents in the UK, Adrian 
completed his ‘A’ levels and went to 
Manchester University to study 
Medicine. He has just qualified and 
starts his first job as a doctor in 
August at Pontefract General Infir- 
mary. He will be getting married in 
1998 to Tracey. 


TIM WIGHAM (90) is continuing to 
do well in the Royal Marines. His 
recent athletic achievements include a 
first in the 400m at the Royal Navy 
Athletics Championships and a fourth 
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at the Inter Service Championships. 
Tim was out on a visit in December 
97 and it certainly sounds as if the 
Navy are keeping him well occupied. 
He says that there are numerous FOBs 
in the forces and highly recommends 
it to all the ‘young, fit and enthusias- 
tic’ men leaving Falcon. (I trust that 
that means all of them!) 


BRUCE FLETCHER (91) completed 
his B Comm at Natal University and 
is now working in London. One of 
his digs mates is SIMON WINSKILL 
(91). He has also been in touch with 
TIM WIGHAM (90), IAN MOODIE 
(91) and MANGU USHEWOKUNZE 
(92) 


WARWICK CUMMING (92) Is 
currently completing an MSC in 
Agriculture at Cirencester, after which 
he hopes to travel and work on 
various farms. 

DUNCAN GEMMILL (92) is at 
Writtle in his final year of a diploma 
in Horticulture. BRIAN NCUBE (94) 
and ROB FLETCHER (94) have both 
completed their final year of an 
Agricultural Management course and 
both received a 2.2 Diploma. 


GARETH MACDONALD (92) 
completed his BSc and HDE at 
Rhodes and is currently in London on 
‘walkabout’. Mostly doing supply 
teaching in inner London, but also 
being a security guard at Lords and at 
the Oval (protecting cricketers from 
streakers etc!), an agricultural la- 
bourer in Cambridge and a carpenter’s 
assistant in Maidstone. He is obvi- 
ously thoroughly enjoying life in the 
UK. 


ANGUS SELBY (92) has just 
returned from fly-fishing his way 
around the world and is now working 
for Deloitte and Touche in Cambridge 
- quite a contrast! 


IAN HASTINGS (93) is a 2nd Lt. 
with the Royal Green Jackets in 
Bulford, Wiltshire. He goes to Kenya 
in October with his Platoon. He was 
home briefly this year in February and 
then went to Italy with his men. He 
occasionally sees BRENDON SCOTT 
(93) who is at Lackham. 


QUENTIN ROBB (94) is going into 
his second year of vet medicine at 
Glasgow University. His parents are 
still in Tanzania and he gets back to 
see them fairly frequently. He hopes 
to get back to Zimbabwe next year. 
He still does as much climbing and 
travelling as possible. 


MICK SELBY (94) has just passed 
the first year of his BSc at Wye 
College, London University. This is 
despite his appetite for English ale! 
He says that the good thing about 
University is being able to smoke in 
his study without having to put a 
junior ‘on guard’! The Selbys send 
news of WARRICK CUMMING (92) 
who is having a great time doing as 
little as possible at Cirencester 
Agricultural College. Apparently he 
plans to continue doing just this. They 
also send news of KEITH BUTLER 
(92) who is driving big tractors in 
Ohio, USA and has aquired a strong 
American accent! 


JUSTIN PAVELEY (95) is having a 
very busy and enjoyable time with the 
Parachute Regiment in Northern 
Ireland, where the IRA have been 
keeping them busy! He is also off to 
Belize next year and will be spending 
his R and R in Hawaii and Jamaica. 
Trips to Canada for training, and to 
France to jump with the French 
Foreign Leigon are also on the cards. 
Justin sees a lot of ROB CRAMOND 
(95) who is hoping to join the Royal 
Marines, ANDREW MACKENZIE 
(95) who has been on a computer 
course in London, and JUSTIN WAY 
(95) who is working for Guardman 
Security. He has offered to be of any 
help he can to any FOBs wanting to 
join the British Army. 


JONATHAN DAVEY (6) has just 
finished working on a tobacco farm in 
Karoi. He is now off to London 
where he has some work lined up in 
Chelsea and also plans to get on with 
some studying... though he hasn't 
committed himself to saying what he 
intends to study! 


FOBs House of 
Commons Dinner 


A report from David Jamieson 


The third, and to date, the most 
successful Falcon Old Boys' Dinner 
was held at the House of Commons in 
London on 17th October. Hosted by 
Robert Jackson, a FOB and one of the 
few remaining Conservative Members 
of Parliament, there was a stagger- 
ingly large attendance of 97! This 
must rank as one of the highest 
attendances at any FOB event outside 
Zimbabwe. There is now a consider- 
able debate whether the success of the 
evening was due to the marketing 
skills of the FOB committee ( in 
particular, David Jamieson, Mike 
Potts, Anthony Hodges and Jonathan 
Howatt), the attraction of Patrick 
Mavros as the star after dinner 
speaker, or the hoped for sightings of 
various famous or infamous British 
MPs, (a bit of a problem as the House 
was in summer recess!) 


The evening proved to be a great 
opportunity for much reminiscing and 
sundry other activities. There was a 
great cross section of attendees and, 
encouragingly for the Committee, a 
whole host of first time younger 
attendees and not the usual crowd of 
BOFs (Boring Old Falcons) who have 
dominated proceedings in previous 
years. However we still had one of 
the founder FOBs in Richard Yeo and 
interestingly an ex-Peterhouse chap, 
although we’re not quite sure how he 
got in! 


Patrick Mavros came over specially 
for the event and gave a fantastic, 
Oscar-winning after dinner address 
which combined wit, “Zim reminis- 
cences’ and much more. We also had 
the 100 Club Draw, which is run very 
enthusiastically by Mike Potts, 
provides three prizes of over £100 
every six months and which to date 
has raised thousands of pounds for 
Falcon. The final event was a tom- 
bola which with some very enthusias- 
tic selling raised over £500. 


All in all we raised about £1000 for 
Falcon which when translated into 
Zimbabwe dollars is no mean feat. A 
great evening was had all round. 
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Rest of Europe 


BARRY WILSON (61). Barry and 
his wife Karen are still in Lausanne, 
Switzerland, where he works for 
Medtronit, a US medical device 
company. He is President of the 
Middle East, Africa and European 
sections. They recently visited 

KIT CUMINGS (59) and his wife, 
Betsy in Hong Kong. Barry’s two 
brothers GEOFF (56) and DEREK 
(61) are in business together in the 
UK. The Wilsons have a daughter 
Michelle who has just graduated from 
the University of Vermont, and a son 
Brad who is at the University of New 
Mexico. They have recently bought a 
house on the Island of Nevis (Carib- 
bean), where they spend as much time 
as possible. Barry would be delighted 
to see any Falcon Old Boys who find 
themselves in the vicinity. Their 
address is 

La Discrete 

1142 Pampigny 

Switzerland 

Phone 4121 8005454 


Betsy & Kit Cumings, Barry & 
Karen Wilson in Hong Kong, 
November 1996 


BOB FUNNEKOTTER (86) having 
studied medicine in Cape Town, 
worked for a while in Pietermaritzburg. 
He then moved to Scotland for two 
years and is now in Nijmegen in the 
Netherlands with his Dutch wife Mary 
Anne, where he is specialising in 
Anaesthetics. 


Australia and 
New Zealand 


MICHAEL VINK (61) visited Falcon 
in April the first time since leaving 
school. He is married to Rose and has 
2 children, Bryan and Pheona. He is 
the Queensland Sales Manager for 
Olivetti Computers. 


RICHARD POTTS (62) is now living 
in Tasmania and is the General 
Manager on a mine on the West coast 
of Tasmania. He and his wife and 
daughter moved from Queensland 
three years ago. They plan to visit 
Africa again soon. 


PERRY DOLLAR (86) owns a 
security company in Brisbane. He is 
now aresident of Australia and has 
recently become engaged. He is a 
member of the Cricketers Club at the 
Gabba Cricket Ground, so manages to 
watch all the Tests. 


CARL TRUMAN (87) After leaving 
college he went to the UK and worked 
at Gatwick Airport as Ground Han- 
dling Staff. He returned to Zimbabwe 
to join Air France as their Airport 
Manager. He then moved on to 
Sydney Australia to work for Cathay 
Pacific and then the Emirates. Back 
to Harare again where he worked for 
Meikles Hotel for a spell, before his 
‘wanderlust’ got hold again and he 
headed off to work with the Africa 
Travel Centre in Auckland, New 
Zealand. He hopes to stay there for a 
good long time. 


Far East 


CHRISTOPHER MASTERS 

(63) is still in the gem business, 
mainly concentrating on lapidary in 
Sri Lanka. He will be starting his own 
company for cutting synthetic stones. 
He hasn’t been back to Zimbabwe for 
many years but his work tends to take 
him all over the world. Does anyone 
remember him as a ‘skinny school- 
boy’? Due to the good seafood and 
beer he is now a cool 100kgs! 


SIMON SOULLIER (76) Works out 
of Hong Kong as a consultant in the 
garment manufacturing industry. His 
wife teaches English in Hong Kong 
and their son and daughter are in 
junior school there. 


USA/Canada 


MARTIN HALL (58) married Cathy 
in October ’97 and moved to Ontario 
which is in the heart of Canada’s wine 
growing region and only minutes 
from the Niagara Falls. He will be 
very happy to host anyone who wants 
to visit the area. 


JOHN PARSONSON (66 )has 
managed to get in contact with some 
Old Boys via the Internet. He is still 
in California. 


BRIAN DARLING (68 ) has been in 
Houston, Texas with his wife and four 
children for the last two years. His 
company, Schlumberger, deals with 
the upstream oil and gas industry. He 
still travels extensively and managed 
to bring his family out to Zimbabwe 
in 96, Unfortunately he did not get 
as far as Falcon. Next time perhaps? 
His brother, ADRIAN DARLING (70) 
is still living in London and is Finan- 
cial Director of Powell Duffryn a 
small conglomerate quoted on the 
London Stock Exchange. 


JEREMY HAILE (68) is living with 
his wife and four children in North 
Vancouver. He works for a firm of 
Consulting Engineers ‘Knight 
Piesold’, and is President of the 
Canadian practice. His job involves a 
fair amount of travel and he is respon- 
sible for setting up an office in the 
Philippines. Jeremy’s elder brother 
MIKE (65) lives in Mombasa 
working with a shipping company. 
His younger brother ANTHONY (69) 
runs a small holding farm outside of 
Worcester. He still keeps in contact 
with Brian Darling and bumps into 
other Old Boys fairly regularly. 


JOHN SPARKS (74) who is living in 
Portland, Oregon has just spent a year 
in Japan. There he was teaching 
English at a two year college in 
Isahaya City, Nagasaki Prefecture. 
His daughter, Rachel.attended a 
Japanese public school and by the end 
of the year was fluent in the local 
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dialect. John writes that despite the 
prices of everything, they had a 
wonderful year there as a family and 
found everyone very friendly. They 
took to foot, bicycle and public 
transport to see a great deal of the 
area. 


ANDREW STEYN (78) and his wife 
Nan have two boys, Alastair(5) and 
Trevor (1). Andy has been living in 
the States for 15 years and is currently 
in Granville Ohio, where he is the 
Regional Sales Manager, overseeing 
11 States in the Mid-west for the 
world’s largest distributor of ‘ in room 
hotel supplies’. He keeps in touch 
with KEVIN “Cheeky” FENTON- 
WELLS (78) who is married with a 
son, in Lexington. Also with 
“MAGGIE” BROOKS (76) who is 
farming in North Carolina. 


THEMBANI TOGWE (93) graduates 
from Pennsylvania State University in 
May 798 with a BSc in Industrial and 
Manufacturing Engineering. He 
showed MEHLELI MPOFU (93) 
around New York during his visit 
from the UK. He is also in contact 
with STEPHENSON BUSHE (93) 
who is at Radford University in 
Virginia. He also keeps in touch with 
NGONI CHORUMA 93), DARREN 
- FUTTER (92) and MATTHEW 
LOVE (93). 


HUSSEIN KOMBE (94) is majoring 
in Civil Engineering at California 
Poly in Pomona. He is working as a 
librarian on campus, as he is not 
allowed to work outside as yet. He 
misses playing rugby as the Univer- 
sity does not have a team.. He is 
hoping to get employment with an 
engineering company once he gradu- 
ates. 


ANTONIO CARVALHO ( 94) 
visited Falcon in July and he is keen 
to contact any other FOBs in USA. 
He is at Robert Morris College in 
Pittsburgh doing a Bs.BA manage- 
ment. 


Staff 


PHILIP LANE and his wife, Stella 
have been living in Australia for the 
last 20 years. They started in Perth 
where Philip was Deputy Principal of 


a 1000 strong girls’ school. They then 
went on to Sydney for two years and 
are now in Perth where Philip lectures 
in philosophy and history to adult 
classes and tutors a wide range of ages 
in various subjects. Stella nurses at an 
old peoples’ home, and they consider 
themselves pretty much true Aussies! 


PETER and JENNY STEYN (61-69) 
continue to be in excellent health and 
travelling alot. They are off to 
Australia this year, which makes their 
log book read something like a map of 
the world! - 45 countries, 18 islands, 
Greenland, Iceland, and both North 
and South Poles. I am pleased to 
report that they also managed to find 
time to visit us here at Falcon. 


RICHARD WAGSTAFFE (94) Is 
studying Tourism and Leisure at West 
London University. 


JOHN DAVID WORWOOD (86). Is 
Head of French at Boundary Oak Prep 
School near Farnham , Hants. He is 
also coaching cricket, soccer and 
chess. He has two children, Joy (7) 
and Allen (5) who both attend the 
School. 


Nick (88) and Melissa Beare on their 
wedding day in August 1997. Both 
are doctors practising in Bristol. 


Falcon College and Test 
Cricket 


Some achievements by FOBs who 
have played Test cricket 


10 Falcon Old Boys have played for 
Zimbabwe since the country acquired 
Test status in 1992: Glen Bruk- 
Jackson, Craig Evans, Stephen Peall, 
Bryan Strang, Paul Strang, Heath 
Streak, Andrew Waller, Andrew 
Whittall, Guy Whittall, Craig Wishart. 


Heath Streak is currently the leading 
wicket taker for Zimbabwe in Test 
cricket. He was at one time rated the 
best bowler in the world according to 
the Wisden Cricket Monthly World 
Rankings in Dec-Jan 1996/7, 


In the first Test v Pakistan in 1993, 
four FOBs simultaneously made their 
Test debuts (Bruk-Jackson, Peall, 
Streak, G Whittall) 


Falcon old boys involved in the cricket series between Zimbabwe and New Zealand 
October 1997 
(Standing L-R) Craig Evans, Andrew Whittall. Heath Streak, Paul Strang, Adam Huckle, 
Guy Whittall. Bryan Strang (Missing Craig Wishart.) 
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Stephen Peall took a wicket with the 
fourth ball of his first over in Test 
cricket. 


In the last World Cup in 1996, seven 
of the Zimbabwe squad were FOBs 
(Evans, Peall, B & P Strang, Streak, 
Waller and G Whittall), while in the 
same year, at the U15 Lombard World 
Challenge Zimbabwe once again 
fielded 7 Falcon boys (Nkala (c), 
Brown, Croxford, Ewing, Madondo, 
McCallum, Munson) 


Paul Strang was the leading wicket 
taker after the preliminary stages of 
the 1996 World Cup. 


Adam Huckle’s match figures of 11- 
265 in the second Test v New Zea- 
land, 1997, represents the first ’10 
wicket match’ by any Zimbabwean 
bowler in a Test. The previous best 
was 9-105 by Heath Streak who holds 
the best bowling figures in an innings, 
6-90 v Pakistan in 1995. 


Heath Streak and Paul Strang have 
both played as overseas professionals 
in the English County Championship 
(the only Zimbabwean Test cricketers 
to have done so). Streak played for 
Hampshire in 1995. Strang played for 
Kent in 1997, He scored 590 runs at 
24.58 and took 63 wickets at 30.61. 
Kent came second in the Champion- 
ship, the Sunday League and the 
Benson and Hedges Cup. 


Guy Whittall’s 203* in the Second 
Test v New Zealand, 1997, is the 
second highest Test score by a 
Zimbabwean batsman. 


Paul Strang is the only Zimbabwean 
Test cricketer to score a century and 
take 5 wickets in an innings in the 
same Test (106*, 5-212 v Pakistan, 
1996) 


In the 1997 home series v New 
Zealand all the New Zealand wickets 
to fall which are credited to the 
bowler were taken by Falcon Old 
Boys (Huckle, B and P Strang, Streak) 


Bryan Strang’s return of 6-20 v 
Bangladesh in the Three Nations 
Kenya Trophy in Kenya is the best 
bowling by a Zimbabwean in a One 
Day International, beating his broth- 
er’s 5-21 v Kenya in the 1996 World 
Cup. 


HOWZAT! 
R.B.H. 


Monitoring and Managing 
of Falcons in two 
Zimbabwe Cities 


Two exciting projects min by the 
Raptor Research unit of the Zimba- 
bwe Falconers’ Club involved 
comprehensive inputs from FOB’s 
and staff during 1997. The research 
programme is coordinated by RH. 
Each is described in turn. 

Lanner Falcons in Harare 

When the Lanner laid her first egg on 
a ledge outside Falcon Old Boy 
(FOB) Tim Tanser’s office. Tim 
phoned me as he noticed that there 
was no nest nor any substrate for the 
egg. I contacted Dr. Neil Deacon 
(FOB, falconer and biologist) and he 
put out a nest tray within 12 hours. 
The egg was placed on the sandy 
bottom and within a week she had 
completed her clutch of four eggs. 
This falcon had been ringed as an 
adult by Andy Barnes (FOB) at Art 
farm. Unfortunately her mate disap- 
peared when the young were about 28 
days old. She worked very hard to 
feed herself, plus three ravenous 
offspring and when I ringed the 
chicks on 3 November she did not 
appear. Neil Deacon provide a stock 
of food so that Tim Tanser could 
supplement the feeding from his 
office window. In that way she was 
able to spend more time watching and 
assisting the fledglings which fledged 
successfully. Tim organised articles 
on the cover of the Sunday Mail and 
in the Sunday Standard which pro- 
vided valuable publicity.Lanner 
Falcons have bred in Harare city since 
1975 and a chick ringed in a nest at 
Grindlays Bank that year was recov- 
ered 17 years later - the greatest 
longevity recorded for a wild falcon 
in Africa. In captivity we have two 
Peregrines that are 18 years old, and 
another two that are 17 years old ! 
Peregine Falcons in Harare 


In 1990 Peregrines occupied a ledge 
on the CABS building, and I placed a 
nest box to assist them. That year two 
eggs went missing and we gave the 
adults two captive bred chicks which 
they accepted. The event made the 
main news on ZTY and it was publi- 
cized in the Herald. This year the 
Peregrines have produced two chicks 
on a building some 700 m away. 


These we have monitored since the 
egg laying stage as well. and when | 
checked them on 3 November the 


young male was ready to make his 
first flight. Within days, both young- 
sters were recovered from streets 
below on separate occasions and 
fortunately through some fortuitous 
networking found their way into the 
falconry community within hours. 
Neil Deacon placed them back in the 
nest, and they have since fledged 
successfully. It is possible that the 
adult female is a captive bred bird, as 
she is exceptionally bold, attacking 
Neil and climbing up his leg when he 
approached the nest scrape. If so, she 
is from Peterhouse as the only captive 
bred birds not ringed was a group of 
three females and one tiercel hacked 
in November 1993.Peregrine Falcons 
in Bulawayo 


In August I observed a pair of Per- 
egrines attempting to breed in 
Bulawayo for the first time. Unfortu- 
nately the adult female disappeared, 
and when replaced by an immature, 
the latter was recovered injured on the 
street. The latter is now recovering in 
captivity in Harare. She laid an egg 
two days after her recovery in Kevin 
Wick’s (ZFC) car! The first confirmed 
captive bred Peregrine breeding in the 
wild was identified by John Grobler at 
a traditional site in the Matobo Hills. 
An adult female with a ZFC ring on 
her left leg, she had successfully 
fledged one young female. Ironically 
John was trying to trap the juvenile to 
obtain some fresh genetic stock for 
the breeding programme! He has 
abandoned the atttempt! 


Ron Hartley 
In Memoriam 


ANDREW JOHN STOBART 
1964 - 1997 
It was with great sadness that we at 
Falcon College learnt of Andrew’s 
death in England on 8th April 1997 
after “a brave, calm and courageous 
fight against cancer”. 


Andrew was undoubtedly one of the 
most talented pupils to have been 
educated at Falcon College. He came 
to us from Ruzawi, where he had been 
headboy, at the beginning of 1978 
having been given a major scholar- 
ship. At Falcon he excelled in so 
many spheres. Not only did be 
achieve outstanding O and A level 
results but he played Ist team water 
polo for three years receiving his 
colours and representing 
Matabeleland in 1982. He captained a 
successful 2nd XV and was an 
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accomplished public speaker and 
actor. He also gained a Ist prize in 
the much sought after Zimbabwe 
Young Scientists Exhibition. It was 
therefore fitting that he was chosen as 
Headboy in his final year at Falcon. 
He will go down in the annals of the 
College as one of the most successful 
to have taken on this onerous and 
demanding responsibility. 


In 1983 he gained an Anglo American 
Open Scholarship to the University of 
Natal (Pietermaritzburg) to do a BSc 
degree in Agriculture. Here he 
thrived on the stimulus offered by a 
university atmosphere. In his four 
years at Natal he gained Certificates 
of Merits on four different occasions; 
he was awarded an Undergraduate 
Scholarship and the Roy Muller 
Bursary three years in a row, and in 
his final year at Natal he was awarded 
the A.R. Saunders Medal for being 
top agricultural student. He gained a 
first class degree Cum Laude. 


In spite of his very busy academic 
career he could still find time to be 
class representative; be on the resi- 
dence house committee; be President 
of the University rowing club and do 
sky diving. 


With such all round achievements it 
came as no surprise to hear that he 
had been awarded a Rhodes Scholar- 
ship to Brasnose College, Oxford, for 
two years graduating in 1989 with an 
M.Phil in Management Studies. In 
true Andrew style he grasped at the 
main opportunities that a place like 
Oxford could offer. He played water 
polo for Oxford against Cambridge; 
sang in the College Choir; took part in 
a promotional film for the R.A.F; was 
appointed sub-dean in Brasnose and 
played lacrosse. However, it was for 
rowing that he had his greatest 
passion. He rowed for the Brasnose 
Ist VIII for two years having the 
Opportunity of rowing in the Thames 
Cup at the Henley Royal Regatta. In 
1988 he was chosen for the Oxford 
Development Squad and rowed in a 
regatta at Turin in Italy. 


After leaving Oxford he joined Finn 
Feeds International as a marketing 
executive. In May 1991] he married 
his wife, Sussanah. whom he had met 
at Oxford. Untortunately while on 
holiday in Turkey they were involved 
in a serious bus accident and they 


both sustained severe injuries. 
Andrew was operated on for serious 
head injuries and flown back to 
England, where he remained uncon- 
scious for six weeks. After a long 
period of rehabilitation he made an 
excellent recovery, to such an extent 
that although he was told he would 
never row again he returned to rowing 
and was chosen for the Wallingford 
Club 2nd VIII which qualified for the 
Henley Royal Regatta in 1995, 


In 1992 cancer was diagnosed and 
Andrew had surgery, which seemed to 
clear it. However, it resurfaced in 
August 1996 and he was again 
operated on. He then developed a 
tumour and had radiotherapy treat- 
ment in early 1997, but to no avail. 


Andrew’s mother, Gill. in a letter to 
the school summed things very well 
when she wrote - “He was a very 
special young man who in his short 
life accomplished so much and then in 
the last couple of years showed us so 
much courage and tenacity in the face 
of overwhelming odds.” 


To Sussanah, his wife, David and Gill, 
his parents, and Michael, his brother 
we at Falcon offer deepest sympathies 
on their sad loss. We will remember 
him with pride. 


GAM 


NIGEL GEOFFREY JARMAN 
1944 - 1997 


Nigel Jarman was at Falcon in 
Tredgold House from 1958 - 1962 
and it was here that he developed his 
love of nature and the environment. 
Following A levels he attended Natal 
University in Pietermaritzburg, 
obtaining a BSc (Hons) degree and 
majoring in Botany. For a number of 
years he undertook extensive field- 
work from a base of the Botanical 
Research Institute, but in 1974 his 
interest shifted to Marine Biology and 
oceanographic research. His main 
research was into Economically 
important seaweeds, for which he 
obtained diving qualifications. His 
work took him on surveys all round 
the South African coast and further 
afield to Vema Sea Mount (1979), 
Gough Island (1981) and Alphard 
Banks (1980). He delivered Seminars 
on aspects of his work at National 
Conferences and at the University of 
Cape Town. 
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His major interest and love of sailing 
boats developed during this period. In 
11 years he cruised 40 000 km, in 
Europe, the South Atlantic and the 
Antarctic Peninsula, and took part in 
the Diaz Race from Lisbon to Cape 
Town in 1987-88. In 1989 he and his 
wife Margie, whom he had met at 
Natal University and married in 1970, 
and who had shared in some of his 
earlier research, moved to 
Taumarunui in New Zealand, al- 
though Nigel returned to help organ- 
ise the South African Mountain 
Club’s Centenary year climbing trip 
in the Antarctic. He also returned to 
the Cape in winter months to build a 
yacht of his own, which he launched 
for sea trials in 1996. Later that year 
he sailed with a friend from Cape 
Town to Western Australia, and then 
in February 1997 he sailed on his own 
from Perth to the Cocos Keeling 
Islands and thence to Mauritius, 
Reunion and Madagascar, He left 
Madagascar on November 5 and was 
within two days of his destination in 
Cape Town when he was tragically 
lost at sea. 


At the memorial service in Owhango, 
New Zealand on December 10, 1997, 
the eulogy ended with these words. 


“Nigel touched numerous people’s 
lives. He brought laughter, warmth 
and an enormous capacity for enjoy- 
ing the moment to everyone. He was 
comfortable with all sorts of people. 
He spread himself very wide, and 
those close to him had to accept 
sharing him with the whole world. He 
loved people, but also he was equally 
comfortable spending time on his 
own. He had an intense curiosity 
about the world and it was always 
stimulating to be in his company. 


“He was rootless and worked hard to 
stay that way. Putting down a 
concrete safe to build a home on 
bothered him - it was too permanent. 
He fancied the idea of a home that 
decayed at the same rate as he did, 
and he simply disappeared without 
trace when he died. He was a free 
spirit, who did what he wanted to do - 
and disappeared doing it. Nobody 
owned him.” 


DET. 


MARTIN JACKSON 
1968 — 1996 


Martin Jackson died suddenly in the 
early hours of the morning on June 21 
1996, in his home on Wheatlands 
Frim, Gutu. He was born in 
Bulawayo on March 11 1968. After 
school Martin completed his diploma 
in animal husbandry at the Teknikon 
of Pretoria. He then took up cattle and 
pig farming in Gutu, becoming the 
largest pig producer in Masvingo 
province. Martin also started work as 
a rep for Agrifoods, having just 
completed his three month probation 
period at the time of his death. He was 
also the chairman for the Gutu 
Farmers Association and the Gutu- 
Chatsworth ICA, as well as the 
Masvingo representative of the 
Zimbabwe Pig Producers’ Associa- 
tion, at that time. Martin truly ex- 
celled in all his endeavours. He is 
buried at a beautiful spot overlooking 
the farm, not far from the house which 
he built and left for his wife, Erika, 
whom he married in 1993. 


Jibs 


86 


